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Missing

Less said the better.
The bill unpaid the dead letter.
No roses at the end of Smith, my friend.

Last word don't matter
And there are none to flatter.
Words will not fill the post of Smith, the ghost.

For Smith, our brother,
Only son of loving mother,
The ocean lifted stirred, leaving no word.

John Pudney.
From the Anthology "Beyond this Disregard"
Published by John Lane, The Bodley Head 1943
© By permission of David Higham Associates

For Johnny

Do not despair
For Johnny-head-in-air;
He sleeps as sound 
As Johnny- underground.

Fetch out no shroud
For Johnny-in-the-cloud;
And keep your tears
For him in after years.

Better by far
For Johnny-the-bright-star;
To keep your head,
And see his children fed.

John Pudney.
From the Anthology "Dispersal Point"
Published by John Lane, The Bodley Head 1942
© By permission of David Higham Associates
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1. For Johnny

Peter Dyson

"For Johnny"
Poem by John Pudney from the Anthology "Dispersal Point"
Published by John Lane, The Bodley Head. 1942
© by Permission of David Higham Associates
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2. Missing
"Missing"
Poem by John Pudney from the Anthology "Beyond this Disregard"
Published by John Lane, The Bodley Head 1943
 © by Permission of David Higham Associates
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