PERCY ALDRIDGE GRAINGER
SENTIMENTALS

NI 1. COLONIAL SONG

[Originally composed for 2 voices (soprano and tenor), harp and full orchestra,
réomposed as Yule-gift for mother, 1911 | Scored as Yule-gift for mother, 1912 | Rescored, early 1914 |

Short Program Note

In this piece the composer has wished to express feelings
aroused by thoughts of the scenery and people of his native
tand, Australia. Itis dedicated to the composer’s mother.

Long Program Note

No traditional tunes of any kind are made use of in this
piece, in which I have wished to express feelings aroused
by thoughts of the scenery and people of my native land,
(Australia), and also to voice a certainkind of emotion that
seems to me not untypical of native-born Colonials in gen-
eral.

Perhaps it is not unnatural that people living more or less
lonelily in vast virgin countries and struggling against nat-
ural and climatic hardships (rather than against the more
actively and dramaticly exciting counter wills of their fel-
low men, as in more thickly populated lands) should run
largely to that patiently yearning, inactive sentimental wist-
fulness that we find so touchingly expressed in much Ameri-
can art; for instance in Mark Twain's “Huckleberry Finn,”
and in Stephen C. Foster’s adorable songs “My Old Ken-
tucky Home,” “Old Folks at Home,” etc.

I have also noticed curious, almost Italian-like, musical
tendencies in brass band performances and ways of singing
in Australia (such as a preference for richness and intensity
of tone and soulful breadth of phrasing over more subtly
and sensitively varied delicacies of expression), which are
also reflected here,
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