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PIANO CONCERTO IN F MINOR

HOPIN wrote to a friend October 3rd, 1829: “I

have—perhaps to my misfortune—already found
my ideal, whom I worship faithfully and sincerely.
Six months have elapsed and I have not yet ex-
changed a syllable with her of whom I dream every
night. Whilst my thoughts were with her I com-
posed the Adagio of my Concerto.”” His ““Ideal”
was Constantia Gladowska, a pupil of the Warsaw
Conservatory and later a successful concert singer.
The Concerto is the first, so-called, in F minor,
opus 21, but alas! when published it did not bear
the lady’s name, being dedicated to the Countess
Delphine Potocka. The Larghetto is Constantia
musically idealized. “Unbearable longing” for her,
he wrote Titus, his friend, drove him into exile.
He played at the same concert, October 11, 1830,
his third and last one in Warsaw. She sang a
Rossini aria and “wore a white dress, and roses
in her hair, and was charmingly beautiful.” Thus
Chopin. Of course Constantia sang wonderfully:
“Her low B came out so magnificently that Zielinski
declared it alone was worth a thousand ducats.”
Chopin never again saw Miss Gladowska, for he
left Warsaw November 1, 1830, without declaring
his love, but we are not the losers, for the Concerto
is a monument in tone to that consecrated passion.
She was married in 1832—preferring a solid cer-
tainty to nebulous genius—to Joseph Grabowski,
a merchant of Warsaw. Count Wodzinski, a bio-
grapher of Chopin’s, tells us that her husband later
became blind. Her name soon disappeared from
the composer’s correspondence.

Joseph Elsner, his beloved teacher, praised the
slow movement, the immortal Larghetto in A flat,
and said there was something new in it. “As to
the Rondo,” wrote Chopin, “I do not wish yet to
hear a judgment, for I am not yet satisfied with it
myself. I am curious whether I shall finish this
work when I return” (from a visit to Radziwill).
On March 17, 1830, Chopin played the F minor
Concerto at the first concert he gave in Warsaw.
Of the affair he tells that *“The first Allegro—
not intelligible to all—received indeed the reward
of a ‘Bravo,” but I believe this was given because
the public wished to show that it understands and
knows how to appreciate serious music. There are
people enough in all countries who like to assume
the airs of connoisseurs! The Adagio (Larghetto) and
Rondo produced a very great effect. After these the
applause and the bravos came really from the heart;
but the Potpourri on Polish airs missed its object
entirely. There was indeed some applause, but
evidently only to show the player that the audience
had not been bored.” Edouard Wolff, a contempo-
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rary, told Dr. Niecks that Warsaw had no idea of
the real greatness of Chopin. Liszt thought that
Chopin wrote beautiful Concertos, but it is not
difficult to perceive in them ‘“more will than in-
spiration”’—which is beside the mark, as despite the -
form they contain some of the composer’s loveliest
melodies. Niecks also analyses the F minor Con-
certo, published in April, 1836. This Concerto is
more favored by the public than the one in E minor.
The first movement of the F minor far transcends
the latter in breadth, passion and profound musical
feeling, though it is short and there is no coda.
The Larghetto is poetic, mellifluous and serene;
the recitative is finely outlined. Liszt speaks of
supreme grandeur and says that Chopin enter-
tained for it a special affection, often playing it.
Cried Schumann: “What are ten editorial crowns
compared to one such Adagio as that in the second
Concerto!”  ‘““Beautiful, deep-toned, love-laden
cantilena” (Niecks). The final Allegro vivace is
graceful and full of pure, sweet melody. Niecks
speaks of “feminine softness and rounded contours,
graceful, gyrating, dance-like motions.” It is ex-
quisitely conceived and Chopin alone could have
done justice to its subtle nuances. The entire
movement is Poland at its happiest.

Karl Klindworth re-scored the work in 1867-1868
in London and published it ten years later. The
principal piano part was retained almost unchanged,
though the score was entirely remodelled. Some
figurations of the solo instrument received a more
brilliant form. Richard Burmeister’s arrangement
is an improvement on Klindworth’s. The picture
is clearer, details more significant. He has re-
orchestrated the work and has written a cadenza—
played by Paderewski—for the close of the first
Allegro; in a word, giving us the missing coda. It
is a complete summing up of the movement; there
are also some important changes in the last.

A Paris correspondent of the ‘“Neue Zeitschrift
fir Musik” (1834), quoted by Niecks, writes that
there was much delicacy in the instrumentation of
the F minor Concerto, but Berlioz declares that
“in the composition of Chopin all the interest is
concentrated in the piano part, the orchestra of his
concertos is nothing but a cold and almost useless
accompaniment.” Of course, opinions will differ,
as they do about the respective. artistic worth of
the two Concertos. Both are compounded of musie
and moonlight, yet are not Chopin in excelsis.
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