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NATOMA

AN OPERA IN THREE ACTS

CHARACTERS OF THE DRAMA

Don Francisco de 1a Guerra, a noble Spaniard of the

old régime Bass
Father Peralta, Padre of the Mission Church Bass
Juan Bautista Alvarado, a young Spaniard Baritone
José Castro, a half-breed Baritone
Fico ’ bravos, comrades of Castro Tenor
Kagama $ Bass

Paul Merrill, Lieutenant on the U. S. Brig “Liberty”’ 7encr
Barbara de la Guerra, daughter of Don Francisco Soprano

Natoma, an Indian girl Soprano

TWO AMERICAN OFFICERS; AN INN-KEEPER; A DANCING-GIRL;
SERGEANT; ALCALDE; MILK-BOY; LADIES, DIGNITARIES,
SOLDIERS, FRIARS, ACOLYTES, NUNS, CONVENT-GIRLS,
VAQUEROS, MARKET-WOMEN, SPANISH DANCERS,
REAPERS, VINEYARDISTS, SHEPHERD-

ESSES, SAILORS

The scene of Act I is laid on the Island of Santa Cruz, two hours’ sail from the
mainland; Act II, in the plaza of the town of Santa Barbara on the mainland, in

front of the Mission Church; Act III, inside of the Mission Church

EPOCH, 1820, UNDER THE SPANISH REGIME
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Story of the Opera

The romantic story of Natoma is set in the early mission days of California,
when that region was still under Spanish rule. The scene of the first act is laid
on the Island of Santa Cruz, one of the Santa Barbara Channel Islands; of the
second act, on the mainland in the plaza of the town of Santa Barbara, in front
of the old mission church; the third act takes place within the church.

At the opening of Act I, Don Francisco is discovered gazing over the waters
of the Santa Barbara Channel toward the mainland, which can be dimly seen in
the distance. It is the afternoon of a summer’s day, and he is awaiting the return
of his only child, his daughter Barbara, who is just leaving the convent, where
she has been under the instruction of the padre and nuns of the mission church
in the town of Santa Barbara.

Don Francisco muses on the flight of time and the coming of age of his
beautiful daughter. His revery is interrupted by the arrival of Alvarado and
three comrades, Castro, Pico and Kagama. Alvarado, a hot-headed young Span-
iard and a cousin of Barbara on her mother’s side, is anxious to marry Barbara
and thus gain control of the vast cstates left to her by her mother. Castro is a
half-breed of low cunning; Pico and Kagama are vaqueros and hunters. They
have all come to the island ostensibly for a wild-boar hunt, but Alvarado has
really come to be on hand on the return of his cousin Barbara. After the for-
malities of a Spanish welcome they take themselves off for a hunt, leaving Don
Francisco alone. He enters the hacienda for his siesta.

Natoma and Licut. Paul Merrill, the American naval officer, come on, hand
in hand, over the rise of ground at the back of the stage. Natoma, “The
Maid from the Mountains,” is a young Indian girl of pure blood. She is the
last of- her race, and has been the playmate and handmaiden of Barbara during
their childhood. She bears upon her facc the mystery and sadness of her van-
ishing race; she is simple and unaffected.

Paul’s ship from the United States has dropped anchor in the Bay of Santa
Barbara, and he has rowed out to the island several times. He is the first white
stranger Natoma has ever seen, and she is captivated by him. She wears around
her neck an amulet—a smali abalone shell——hung upon a necklace of beads. He
asks her to reveal the secret of this amulet, and in pathetic and dramatic reeital
she tells him the legend of her people. He salutes her as Queen and ruler of this
fair country, but she replies sadly:

“Vanished are my father’s people,
Now the stranger comes as chieftain.”
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He asks her whether Barbara is very beautiful, and in an outburst of affec-
tionate emotion she describes the loveliness of Barbara. Realizing that when
Paul sees Barbara he will forget Natoma, she begs him to take her, beat her, kill
her, to let her be his slave, and falls at his feet.

Distant music heralds the arrival of the convent-girls with Barbara. An
ensemble develops, during which Father Peralta and Barbara enter upon the
scene, where they are warmly welcomed by Don Francisco. The eyes of Paul
and Barbara meet; it is love at first sight.

Castro, unobserved by those on the stage, watches the warmth of the glances
which pass between Paul and Barbara. All go into the hacienda except Natoma,
who crosses toward the well with a water-jar on her shoulder.

A scene follows between Castro and Natoma ; he upbraids her for spending
her time with the white people, and exhorts her to come with him as the leader
of their own people. She spurns him with disdain as a half-breed, and goes out.

Twilight begins to fall; Alvarado, Pico and Kagama return and meet Cas-
tro, who tells Alvarado that Barbara has cyes for no one but the young Ameri-
can. Alvarado laughs at the idea and proceeds to serenade Barbara, who finally
appears on the porch. Castro retires into the shadow; Pico and Kagama enter
the hacienda at the invitation of Don Francisco.

A scene follows between Barbara and Alvarado, while a drinking-song and
the noise of revelry are heard within the hacienda. Alvarado presses his suit.
Barbara at first does not take him seriously. He becomes more impassioned, and
finally angry at her indifference. He taunts her with having fallen under the
glances of the American, and she leaves him abruptly.

Alvarado, enraged, declares he will have the life of the naval officer, but
Castro advises caution. Natoma is scen in the arbor listening while Castro dis-
closes to Alvarado in a few words the better way to proceed.  He tells him that
to-morrow on the mainland will be the great fiesta, the festival on the coming of
age of Barbara, when the whole countryside will be assembled to do her honor.
When the gayety is at its height swift horses will be ready; they can bear the
girl away to the mountains, where none can follow ; the whole crowd will be with
them, for they hate the Americans. Alvarado accedes to Castro’s plan, and when
Father Peralta and the guests leave the island he vies with the others in his ex-
peession of courtesy and good-will.

All the guests take their departure, leaving Don Francisco and Barbara
on the porch in the moonlight. The old father bids his daughter good-night
and leaves her alone. To herself she declares her love for Paul. Paul, impelled
by longing, enters hurriedly, and they have an impassioned love-duet. A light
appears in the first window of the hacienda. Barbara, fearing her father, pre-
vails upon Paul to depart. He leaves her “until to-morrow.” The light passes
from the first window and rcappcars in the second window; then in the third.
Barbara crosses the stage and disappears into the hacienda in the darkness.
The lLight passes the third window and appears in the fourth; Natoma is scen
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with a lighted candle in her hand. She seats herself at a table by the window
and places the candle where the light shines in her face. With her clbows on
the table and her face in her hands, she gazes, silent and immovable, out into the
moonlight.

The second act takes place on the mainland, in the plaza of the town of
Santa Barbara. It opens just before the dawn. In the dim light at the back
of the stage can be seen the imposing towers and steps of the church, while still
further in the background rise the mountains of Santa Inecz. At the left is a
red-tiled adobe inn. At the right is a partly constructed grand-stand and plat-
form.

Natoma enters from around the arcade of the church. She approaches the
small door of the church and stands a moment on the steps, as if to touch the
font of holy water, but turns away and in recitative and aria gives expression to
the conflicting emotions by which her heart is torn. She leaves rapidly as life com-
mences to stir in the plaza. A milk-boy, playing upon his pipe, delivers his
pigskin of milk to Bruzzo. Market-women appear. Soldiers, with drum and
trumpets, deliver the flag of Spain to monks on the steps of the church, and the
colors are raised to the strains of the Spanish national anthem.

The soldiers break ranks and are served at tables by Bruzzo. Carpenters
procced to complete the festooning of the grand-stand; temporary booths are
brought on, in which the women display their wares—serapes, rosaries, beads,
belts, blankets, fruits, flowers, ete. Some fill their water-jars at the fountain.
Mandolin and guitar players sing a sentimental song. The scene becomes more
lively and gay and the Vaqueros are announced; they appear in the roadway,
gaily dressed for the occasion. The song of the Vaqueros, sung by Pico with
chorus, is met with cheers.  Alvarado comes on,swearing the dress of a grand
cavalier, with a gorgcous serape over his shoulders. He is followed by his men,
(astro holding himself somewhat aloof. Alvarado makes the round of the booths
until he meets the eyes of Chiquita, the dancing-girl.  She allures him with click
of castanet, and together they dance the Habancra.

Kagama from the roadway cries, “They come, they come!” The crowd is
pressed back by the soldiers. Children climb upon the roof of the inn.

Alvarado, Pico, Castro and Kagama arc in front. To a triumphant chorus
the Alcalde appears from the roadway. He is followed by the leading dignitaries
of the town. Convent-girls come in, strewing flowers. IFinally Don Francisco and
Barbara cnter on horseback, Natoma walking by Barbara’s side, holding her
hand. Don Francisco and Barbara dismount, and, followed by Natoma, the lead-
ing dignitaries, ladies, and the Alcalde, they make the circuit of the stage and
mount upon the grand-stand. Natoma remains at the foot of the steps of the
grand-stand with folded arms. A formal ceremony ensues in which Don Fran-
cisco expresses his joy and satisfaction at the tribute to his daughter upon her
coming of age. Barbara bursts into a joyous song, “Awake, my love, the Spring
is here,” in which the fullness of her heart finds expression.
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Then Alvarado springs forward, pays a tribute to his cousin in lofty lan-
guage, and begs the honor of a dance with her. She accepts, and together they
begin to tread the dainty measures of the minuet. A cannon is heard off stage.
Alvarado would continue, but Barbara hesitates. The booming is heard again;
Kagama announces that the American ship is saluting and that an envoy from
the United States 1s about to arrive under escort. Don Francisco orders their
fitting reception; Barbara returns to the grand-stand.

A chorus of American sailors is heard off' the stage. They come on, fol-
lowed by Licutcnant Paul and two brother-officers. Paul, in salutation of the
flag of Spain, sings a solo in heroic vein, an ode to the great Columbus and to
Columbia, Fairest Goddess of the Land, which is, of course, an ode to Barbara
herself. e is welcomed by Don Francisco upon the grand-stand, where formal
presentations are made.

Alvarado, who has shown his agitation during this scenc, again comes for-
ward and demands that his cousin Barbara continue her dance with him. It is
apparent that the crowd side with Alvarado, and Barbara, at the instance of her
father, steps down and continues the dance. By a preconcerted arrangement
many couples now take part in the dance. The minuet accelerates, and breaks
into the Paiiuelo, or Handkerchief-Dance. This 1s the dance of declaration, at
the climax of which each gallant places his hat upon the head of his lady-love.
This is done by all of the men, including Alvarado. Each girl retains the hat
upon her head except Barbara, who tosses Alvarado’s hat to one side, and, turn-
g toward the grand-stand, joins her father. The people are sullen, but Don
Francisco tries to make light of the affair, exclaiming, “Nay, nay, my friends!
a dance is but a dance! On with the flesta!”

During all this scene Natoma has sat upon the steps of the grand-stand,
motionless. Now Castro breaks through the crowd of vaqueros in front of the
iun door. IHe is in an ugly mood. He rails at the puny dances of modern times.
Striking his dagger fiercely into the ground, he demands from the crowd if there
be any one who dare dance with hum the ancient dance of the Californians, the
Dagger-Dance.  Like a panther he makes the circuit of the stage, asking that
Lis challenge be met. The people turn away with a show of fear; but Natoma
rises slowly, draws the dagger from her belt, and strikes it into the ground be-
side Castro’s. The crowd are amazed. Castro would refuse to dance with her,
but she looks sternly at him and points with authority at the daggers. The
orchestra breaks into the wild and barbarie rhythm of the dagger-dance.

All eyes are riveted on the dancers, whose evolutions become more and more
wild and intense. Kagama and Alvarado slip to the front and untie the leather
thongs which support the railing of the grand-stand in the angle facing the
audience where Barbara is seated. Alvarado removes his serape from his shoul-
ders and crecps up to the edge of the grand-stane ncar Barbara. Natoma and
Castro simultancously pluck the daggers from the ground and cross each other
in the movement of the dance. As Alvarado smothers Barbara in his serape and
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is pulling her down off the grand-stand, Natoma makes a lunge at Castro, who
parries her attack. She purposely passes him, and just as Alvarado and Kagama
have covered Barbara with the serape, Natoma plunges her dagger into Al-
varado.

The dance comes to a stop with a crash. Alvarado, with a wild cry, falls
dead. Don Francisco clasps Barbara in his arms. Natoma stands motionless,
dagger in hand. Castro would rush upon Natoma, but is held by Paul’s brother-
officers.  The people rush to tear her to pieces; Paul draws his sword, and with
his sailors and the soldiers holds the crowd at bay. Wild with rage, they again
seck to break through and get at Natoma.

The great doors of the church open and Father Peralta appears. He stands
on the steps of the church, holding over his head the crucifix. “Hold!” he cries,
“Hold, in the name of Christ”” The people turn toward the church and, seeing
the crucifix, fall on their knees, making the sign of the cross. Father Peralta
turns toward Natoma with a gesture of protection. Natoma drops the dagger,
and, staggering toward the steps of the church, falls at the feet of the priest.
Still holding his crucifix aloft, Father Peralta exclaims: “Vengeance is mine,
saith the Lord!’

The third act is laid within the Mission Church. It is the afternoon of
the same day. The church extends obliquely across the stage; the altar at the
left front and the main doors of the church, which are closed, at the right. There
is a stained-glass window, through which the glow of the afternoon sun falls
upon the steps of the altar. The main aisle of the church extends across the
stage, leaving a space in front of the altar-rail. A cross-aisle runs to a double
arched door, which is closed. There is an organ-loft over the doors at the right,
and a pulpit at the upper end of the altar.

At the rise of the curtain, Natoma is discovered alone in the church. She
is huddled together on the steps of the altar with her head between her knees.
As if partly dazed by the situation, she croons an Indian lullaby to herself.
Gradually coming to her senses, she sings the injustice to her people in the com-
ing of the white man. She becomes impassioned and calls upon the Great Spirit
to give her strength and power to join her people and bring down destruction
upon the strangers.

At the height of her invocation Father Peralta appears from behind the
altar and cxclaims, “Peace! peace in the House of God!” She would defy him,
but the benign dignity of the priest quiets her. He appeals to her, and would
have her understand the beauty of the teachings of the Church and of the great
love of the Madonna. She will not be comforted, but would go her own way.
The priest again appeals to her to accept the protection of the Church. In
simple language he recalls to her mind her childhood days with Barbara, and
their mutual love. This strikes the one responsive chord in the heart of Natoma.
She realizes that her life is ended, and that by putting hersclf under the pro-
tection of the Church she will bring happiness to her idolized mistress, Barbara.
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She turns to the priest and says simply: “Love shall be repaid by love; I will
do thy bidding; I have spoken!”

Father Peralta summons the acolytes and bids the church doors to be thrown
cpen. He dons his vestments. Natoma stands upon the steps of the altar, facing
the length of the church. While the choir of monks intone the ancient Gregorian
hymn, “Te lucis ante terminum,” the church fills. Father Peralta mounts the
pulpit and proclaims the divine word: “Come unto me, all ye that labor and are
heavy laden, and 1 will give you rest.” From behind the convent-garden door
is heard the nuns’ chorale of praise on the reception into their order of a new
convert.

Now the doors of the convent-garden open slowly as the nuns’ chorus grows
in volume. The nuns enter and form two rows from the doorway to where the
main aisle intersects the cross-aisle. The choir in the organ-loft takes up the
theme of the nuns’ chorus. It reaches a climax, with the nuns kneeling on either
side of the cross-aisle.

As Natoma’s Jove-theme develops in the orchestra through the church musie
and the nuns’ chorale, Natoma walks slowly down the main aisle, reaches the
pews where Paul and Barbara are seated, pauses, and turns, facing the altar.
Barbara and Paul, as if under the spell of some controlling power, come into the
aisle and kneel before Natoma, who takes the amulet from off her neck and
gently places it over Barbara’s head and shoulders. She then turns and contin-
ues down the main aisle to the intersection of the cross-aisle, and passes between
the kneeling nuns to the open door of the convent-garden.

She stands there with her back to the audience, in the flood of light from
the convent-garden. The nuns rise and walk past her on either side. Peralta
lifts both his hands in benediction. Paul and Barbara are still kneeling in the
aisle.  Finally Natoma passes through the doorway of the convent-garden.
The doors close upon her. The church music stops. There is a second’s pause.
The full orchestra plays fortissimo Natoma’s Indian theme of Fate,
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Natoma
Act 1

The scene shows the hacienda of Don Francisco on the Island. Porch left, with entrance
showing interior with windows, Semi-tropic treatment, out of doors. Back drop shows blue
waters of the Santa Barbara channel, with dim line of mainland in distance. An arbor and
vine-covered well are right, with stone bench around part of well. Main entrance shows
pathway centre. The scene is rich in coloring - a woodland dell._ Time, afternoon and
evening of a summer’s day.

Scene I

At rise of curtain Don Francisco is discovered at top of hill, gazing over the water
toward the mainland.

Book by EASTMAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC Music by

Joseph D. Redding OPERA DE.P ARTMEAN'Iictor Herbert
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Un poco maestoso
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(Nightbegins to fall)

(Convent Girls come out of hacienda with Barbara in their midst)
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Act II

Scene 1

Plaza in front of the Mission Church, which occupies the upper back of the stage and has an

arcade extending across right upper; roadway comes in around arcade. Mountains of Santa Inez in
background. Large fountain at left, also an adobe inn. At right, grand-stand.

Music of Prelude indicates approaching Fiesta. Early dawn; light shows through musty
windows of inn.
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(Curtain) (Enter Natoma cautiously from roadway, keeping in shadow of
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(Laughter and noise from the inn)
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(A Shepherd’s pipe is heard off stage)
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(Snare-drum off stage)

sempre cresc.

(Tramp of soldiers is heard. A drummer with four trump-

eters appears, after them a Sergeant followrd by squad of (Four
soldiers, some women and children, and a few men. Two trumpeters
friars come out of church to receive flag) on stage)
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(The Sergeant delivers flag to friars)

(The flag is seen mounting)
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Allegro moderato
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(Enter Alvarado and friends)
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Sergeant (to Soldiers; spoken:)

Allegro brillante
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Castro (aside to Alvarado) .
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(Paul enters, and takes seat near and facing altar)
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(The Nuns enter from doorway of convent-garden)
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walking between the kneeling nuns.
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She proceeds to doorway of convent -  garden.
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The nuns rise, and walk past her on either side, entering the convent- garden.

) ancor dim.
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(Natoma pauses in doorway of convent-garden, contending with suppressed emotion;

S her back to audience)
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(She enters the convent - garden, and the doors close upon her)
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