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Psalm 79 is made of music that I wrote for a podcast of Geoff Ryman's Novel The Child Garden.  

The introduction is an illustration of the first few lines of Purgatory 38 in Canto IV of Dante's 

Divine Comedy,

Noi salavam per entro il sasso rotto, 

E d' ogni lato ne stringea lo stremo, 

E piedi e man voleva il suol di sotto. 

(We were climbing within the broken rock, and its surface grazed us on either side, and the 

ground below us required both feet and hands.)

The text is from the first five lines of Psalm 79:

O God, the Gentiles have entered into your inheritance; they have polluted your holy temple. 

They have set Jerusalem as a place to tend fruit trees. They have placed the dead bodies of your 

servants as food for the birds of the sky, the flesh of your saints for the beasts of the earth.

They have poured out their blood like water all around Jerusalem, and there was no one who 

would bury them.  We have become a disgrace to our neighbors, an object of ridicule and 

mockery to those who are around us. How long, O Lord? Will you be angry until the end? Will 

your zeal be kindled like a fire?

My interest in this psalm setting is dramatic and artistic rather than religious.  


