ANTIGONE - LBGEND: PROLQGUE

Friends: Unknown may be to you

the lofty speech of this poem,

thousands of years old,

which we have here prepared. Unfamiliar

to you is its subject, which to listenersm once

was known by heart. Therefore allow us

to present to you the characters: Antigone,

a princess, daughter of Oedipus. Ismene, her sister,

Kreon, tyrant of the city of Thebes, Antigone's uncle,

Hamon, his son, Antigone's fiance,

Teiresias, the seer.

And a Chorus of Elders of the city of Thebes.

The tyrant is waging a war of plunder against distant Argos.

Eteokles and Polyneices, Antigone's brothers,

have both been trampled to death by Kreon's war-horse,

one driven into battle, the other running away.

The tyrant has decreed that the one shall be buried
with all due honors,

winile the other shall be left to rot, unburied,

and anyone who tries to cover the body will be condemned
to death,

Antigone, caught in the act, is brought before the King.

Kreon condemns her to be walled up alive in a cave,

Hamon, his son, pleads for her life in vain.

Antigone takes a step against inhumanity, and Kreon
destroys her,

But his war, now seen to be inhuman,

breaks down, The stubbornly righteous girl,

who didn't mind sacrificing herself for her own enslaved
people,

has ended it. We ask you now

to search in your minds for similar deeds

in more recent times, or for the lack

of similar deeds. And now you will

see and hear us on this little stasge,

where once, under the sacrificial skulls

of a barbarian cult

in the grayness of ancient times

humanity stood up and was great,

(Bo Br?cht - - tr. F‘R.o)
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