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ARGUMENT.

No HisTORIgAL accuracy is claimed for the incidents forming the subject of the present libretto, which is
founded on certain escapades of those graceless favourites of CHARLES II., ROCKESTER and BUCKINGHAM.
The notion of their hiring an inn, and playing thereat the parts of landlord and waiter, is an old and popular
one with playwrights. Nearly a century ago, a favourite French vaudeville existed on these lines, entitled
« L'Exil de Rochester,” and more recently, (amongst others), Moncrieff successfully used the same canvass for
his “ Rochester,” a farcical comedy which brought Elliston both fame and money. This play Moncrieff’s
annotator describes as being founded on an anecdote related by St. Evremond in a lctter to the Duchess de
Mazarin, and upon # again the present drockurc is based. Of NeLL GwyNke herself (nat. 1650, 0b. 1687),
little need here be said. In the words of her most careful biographer, Mr. Peter Cunningham, “The English
people have always entertainced a peculiar liking for NeLL GwysNe. Thousands are attracted by her name,
they know not why, and do not stay to enquire. It is the popular impression that, with all her failing, she
had a generous as well as a tender heart; that, when raised from poverty, she reserved her wealth for others
rather than for herself; and that the influence she possessed was often exercised for good objects and never
abused.” This is precisely the NeLL GwysNE of the present little play; not a model heroine, nor particularly
immaculate, but a merry actress and a good hearted woman. The intrigue may be briefly summarized thus:

ACT L

AN old royalist noble, d:7ine, bequeaths to CHakLEs II., the guardianship of his only child, CLare. Her
royal tutor, bored by the trust and wishing to marry her off, proposes her hand to ROCHESTER, who had
never seen the country heiress, and who rejects the match. For this he is banished the court. On her side,
CLARE secretly loves her cousin TaLeoT; but the King, chafed by the favourite's refusal, will hear of no
other match. In this dilemma, CLARE appeals to her foster-sister, NELL GWyNNE, now beginning her suc-
cesful career at the King's Theatre, and in high favour with CHArLES. NELL has also a slight to avenge.
BuckingHAM has written a court masque, in which the King wishes NELL to play the leading character; but
the noble author is pledged to little MorL Davies, NELL's rival, and declines to alter his cast. He is also
banished the court for his contumacy; and CHARLEsS importuned by NELL to bestow CLARE on her cousin,
makes it a condition of his assent that RocHesTER shall be brought to CrLARE’s feet, and that BuckiNG-
-HAM shall accept NELL as his leading lady. The actress accepts; and her manceuvres to out-trick and
cajole RocHEsTER and BuckiNGgHAM form the groundwork of the little drama. The action of the first
act passes in a hamlet of the New Forest, where the two exiled lords are playing at inn-keeping, and mak-
ing violent love to JEssaMINE, niece of old WEAsEL, the village pawn-broker. The little rustic, however,
has her own lover, a stolling player named Farcon. The village comedy is completed by the loves of the
BeaDLE and MARJoORIE, general drudge in WEASEL's house. To further their courtship of JessamINE, and get
into her house, the two lords secretly get disguises: BUCKINGHAM a suit of the BEADLE, and ROCHESTER the
dress of a rat-catcher. At this point, two very grand ladies visit the inn, with a view of placing two young
girls, poor relations of their own, in service. The two lords accept enthusiastically, and at theend of the act,
NeLL and CLARE, (who themselves have played the grand ladies,) appear as the new servants, GILLIAN and

Joax, in rustic beddice and kirtle, and with bundle on shoulder.

ACTIL
THE action is now shifted to WEASEL's pawn-shop in a old and rickety manor-house, and the comic im-
broglio begins. JEssaMINE has secretly arranged with her lover FALCON to come and see her, disguised as a
rat-catcher—so that with RocHEsTOR similiarly dressed, there are two of them in the field. BuckiNGHAM
in his beadle’s suit is there ostensibly to guard WEASEL's premises against thieves, and the real BEADLE, his
double, comes to court MARJORIE. JESSAMINE too, resolving to escape with her lover, persuades MARJORIE to
put on her dress and take her place till she is clear of the premises. What with two rat-catchers, two BEAD-
LES, and two JESSAMINES, the mistakes are many and confusing; but NELL, who has penetrated the disguise
of RocHESTER and BuckinGHaw, effectively baffles their designs on JESsamINE, at one time as a cook, at
another as a gipsy fortune-teller. Finally, JEssamINE and FALcON escape, the two lords make appointments
with MARJORIE, supposing her to be JEssamINE, and the BEADLE is seized and put in his own stocks for the

pranks really committed by BuckiNGHAM.
ACT IIL

A GLADE in the New Forest. CHARLEs and his court, hunting with hawk and hound fall in with NELL
looking after her kine, and learning that the denoument of the RochesTeER and BuckiNngHAM Comedy is fast
appoaching, resolves to wait and see it. The hunt is resumed, and then the inflammable ROCHESTER throws
himself at the feet of his pretty waitress GILLIAN, little dreaming that it is CLARE. Condition number one.
BuckiNGHAM then has a scene with Joan (otherwise NELL) in which, discovering that she sings and dances
charmingly, the mercurial nobleman rushes to the conclusion that he has found a rustic prodigy, and actu-
ally proposes to take her to LoxpoN and crush NeLL Gwysxe. Condition number two. Nothing now re-
mains for the actress to do, but turn the two lords into ridicule over the assignation with the supposed Jessa-
MINE, and then hurry away with CLARE to share in the impeachment of ROCHESTER and BuckiNGHAM. In this
they are unwittingly assisted by old WEaSEL and the BEADLE, who, since the night of terror, where the house
of the one was turned inside out, and the other was clapped in his own pillory, have been wandering, distraught,
in the woods. Comparing notes, they find that the false beadle and false rat-catcher were the landlord and
waiter of the Dragoon, and summoning the watch, they haul ROCHESTER and BuckincHAM before the King.
How the two scamps are confounded by NELL, how TALBoT get's the hand of CLARE, FALCON that of JEssa-
MINE, and how all ends happily (except perhaps for the amateur inn-keepers) need not be detailed.



ACT 1.
SCENE---“The Dragon Inn,” Under the Restoration.

The Aristocratic Publicans.

ACT 2.
SCENE---Pawn Shop in the Rat Castle.
Two Faces Under a Hood.

ACT 3.

SCENE ---The Skirt of the Forest The Hunt.
Brought to Bay.
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Village Lads and Lasses, Harvesters, Huntsmen, Pages, Ladies of the Court, Waiters, Falconers, &e.
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l Q—h -12: -F'. g T g E
.,—_sr'.__‘_:t:F_T.: :n——r—,f—r-::ﬂ:b—p_izn_ ] -F E
5 — : L - 3 J, < ; A — 8 A | i
Flows the s - tics’s hap - py life,  Yes, flows . . the rus-tics' ha,a\ - Py life!
L P — -A-
S e 1 o —Te—P— N1 T E
)  — —t - ! — 1— e ————e —— | —————F
U
Flows the rs - tis' hap - py life, Yes, flows . . the rus~tics’ hap - \fv/y life 1
ST £~ £
. _—LE:H = —~r—
S ' =t
v 1 T T T T 4
. - — j _ﬁ" _p‘ . e .
! L ! ! J [ IO S NN P ~ = e
S ——a = —— ] R e e e e
v ') T ) | — L L 1) 3 .x . ! [- — 1 | { =
- - - - " X -

) - 1 —
F == --—--—-‘__E-E—u—:_q;,‘r:!’mE
23 e — i




I2

No. 2. DUETTO BOUFFE—*“THE BRITISH WAITER."—(Rochester &

Buckingham.)
L RocH. -~ .
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Moderato risoluto, A Brit - ish wait - er now you be!
tr

Ah, well | Yes! Yourcall-ing if youknow, let’s see! I can guess! A wait-er’s is, or
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mock, Sir, All I know of cook -ing is ‘““roast and biled,” Red wines a!ll are “clar -
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fan-ny hy-brid toyourwantsto ca =~ ter; He'snotan a-dept,nor & nov-ice,nor a  dab, nor yet a clown, But wholly
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fun-ny by-brid toyourwantsto ca - ter; He’snot an a-dept,not a nov-ice,nor a  dab, nor yet a clown, But wholly
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and u-nique-ly he's a Briitish wait « « er!Nowthen,you fel-low,look a - live! There goes number five !
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on toGreenwichtown, Thereis a fun-ny by-brid toyourwantsto ca -  ter;He'snot an  a-dept,mor & nov-ice,not a
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No. 3. RONDO—*“ONLY AN ORANGE-GIRL."—Nell Gwynne.)
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sing that song di - vine ! I breathe a high-er, pur-er, air, Forth in a no-bler life I fare, That knoweth not a sorrow or a
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No. 4. QUARTETTE—“0O HEART! MY LOVER'S NEAR!"—(Jessamme,
Rochester, Buckingham, & Weasel.)

& Moderato.  RECIT. ]msnnvz (amx’e) a 3 ) 3 = 3a
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JrSSAMINE (Zaking cup ).
g = 5 = — =31
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way? You sure for-getthere’snoughtto  pay! Sil-ly lass, sil-ly lass! Upnow with your glass!
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gil - ly sort of strain, Heres to that scarce-ly like -ly svmn'Heres to the swain?! . ., . .,
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sil - ly sort of strain, Here's to that scarce- ly iike-ly swain! Here's to the swain'. .. Now pledge with
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2 Nay, Sirs ! T thank you all the same, But lct us pledge, }:tnameno
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g-' = e P | = 5 - ——F
hosu, ‘Whilst ye pro-pose, T'll drinkthe toasts.
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SONG—*“ONCE UPON A TIME."—(Buckingham.)
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