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Preface.

d

7 THE object of this Edition is to present in an accessible

Iy form various works by English composers of the

' sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries, which
would otherwise be difficult to obtain.

It is intended to reprint a selection from the music
hidden away in public and private libraries, which is
almost unknown, except to antiquaries and collectors
of rare books.

Each volume will be accompanied by Introductions,
Biographical Notices, and references to the authorities

whence information is obtained.






Introduction
To Qo. 1B, Of> English Edifion,

IN this volume will be found twelve five-part Madrigals, reprinted

from George Kirbye's First Set of English Madrigals, 1597.
They are numbered 7 to 18, in the old edition, and the same
numbering has been retained here.

It has already been explained (in the Introduction to No. III.
Old English Edition) that the voice parts were originally printed
in separate books. The five-part Madrigals are contained in the
Cantus Primus, Cantus Secundus, Altus, Tenor and Bassus books.

For information about the life and works of George Kirbye,
the reader is referred to the Introduction to Nos. III. and V. Old
English Edition.

Note. THESE MADRIGALS CAN BE OBTAINED SEPARATELY AT SIXPENCE EACH.
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Song vil
)

AH sweet, alas! when first I saw those eyes,
Those eyes so rich with crystal majesty,

. Their wounding beauty 'gan to tyrannise
And made mine eyes bleed tears full piteously :

I felt the wound, yet fear'd I not the deed,

Till ah! I found my tears did inward bleed.
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Song viil.
)

MourN now, my soul, with anguish of my pain : |
Cross'd are my joys which hope did ever give;

Dry are mine eyes with shedding tears in vain;
Dead is my heart which never more can live;

Hard are my torments, living thus in grief;

Harder yet her heart that yieldeth no relief.
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Song fir.

THE FIRST PART.

¢

Sounp out, my voice, with pleasant tunes recording
The new delight that love to me inspireth,
Pleas'd and content with that my mind desireth:

Thanked be love so heavenly joys affording.

Song 1.

THE SECOND PART.

¢

SHE that my plaints with rigour long rejected,
Binding my heart with those her golden tresses,
In recompense of all .my long distresses,

Said with a sigh, Thy love hath me infected®.

* This poem was published in Yonge's Musica Transalpina, 1588, with music by Gianetto
- Palestina. It was also set by Michael Este in 1606.

cC2
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Song ri.
)

WHaT, shall I part thus unregarded
‘From you, whom death could not dissever?
Is faithful service thus cruelly rewarded ?

Why then, vain hope, adieu for ever.
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Song rif.

THE FIRST PART.

]

Sorrow consumes me, and, instead of rest,
With folded arms I sadly sit and weep,
And if I wink it is for fear to see

The fearful dreams’ effects that trouble me.

Song rifi.

THE SECOND PART.

]

O HEeaVENSs, what shall I do? Alas must I,
Must I myself be murd’rer of myself?

Must I myself be forc’'d to ope the way
Whereat my soul in wounds may sally forth?

Hard is my hap, and thus in grief I die.
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Song riv.
)

Way should I love, since she doth prove ungrateful,
Since for reward I reap nought but disdain?
Love thus to be requited, it is hateful,

And reason would I should not love in vain.

Yet all in vain, when all is out of season,

For love hath no society with reason.
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Song .
[}

Sweer Love, O cease thy flying
And pity me now dying,

To ease my heart distressed,
With haste make thy returning
And quench my restless burning,

That I by you redressed

May be reviv'd, and honour you as blessed.
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Song rvf.
TrAT Muse which sung the beauty of thy face
In sweet well-tuned songs
And harmony that pleased,

If still T be diseased,

Can carol of thy wrongs

And blaze those faults that will thy worth disgrace.

Yet if thou dost repent thee

I will forgive : that mends shall well content me.
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Song rvil.
[)

SEE what a maze of error
And labyrinth of terror
My love hath traced.
Wretched I, whom love paineth,
And true faith only gaineth,
Hopé utterly disgraced
And by disdain defaced.
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Song rviil.
$

IF pity reign with beauty
Then ma); I be assured
That what m‘y harm procured
Will yield me help of duty:
For wrongful she was never.

Then why should I still in despair persever ?
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VIII.
Mourn now my soul.
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What, shall I part thus unregarded.
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O Heav’ns what shall I do?
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Why should I love?
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Sweet Love, O cease thy flying.
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That Muse which sung.
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Here endeth the Songs of Five Parts



