Frederic Rzewski
Scratch Symphony
(1997)
For Michael Gielen and the orchestra of the Siidwestfunk, Baden-Baden
commissioned by the Festival of Donaueschingen

In memory of Cornelius Cardew

Composition of the orchesira:

2 Flutes 2Homs in F Harp Strings
2 Oboes 2 Trumpets Piano

2 Clarinets in Bb 2 Trombones Marimba/ Glockenspiel

2 Bassoons Timpani/ Flexatone

1: No conductor (ca. 10 minutes)
2: With conductor (2 minutes)
3: No conductor; play on cue (ca. 3 minutes)
4: Pianist leads (ca. 5 minutes)

1: Every player has 81 whole notes or rests. Winds, harp, piano, and percussion: a whole
note or rest corresponds to one of the player's own breaths; no co-ordination with other players
; start counting when you hear the first string sound. Strings: Play chords, but without a
definite attack (anyone may initiate the chord, the others play when they hear a sound; similarly,
anyone may stop, the others stop playing when they hear someone else stop). Average duration
of a chord: 8 to 10 seconds. Very soft throughout. The conductor should not give attacks, but
may occasionally suggest speeding up or slowing down to a player if it seems that the spread of
the material over time is excessive.

2: Conducted normally.

3: Winds, harp, piano, and percussion: Every player has 10 phrases, to be played in response
to a cue (anything played by the cueing instrument). The 10 phrases are played in order, but
any phrase already played may be played again. No co-ordination (e.g. between two players on
the same instrument). Strings: The ten phrases are played twice each (except for #5, which is
played three times), slow. Any player may initiate play, and is followed by the other players of
the same section; the five sections play the same material in unison, but independently of each
other. As in (1), the conductor may occasionally suggest moving on or holding back to
individual players.

4: Ideally, the pianist should be able to lead the orchestra, in the manner of the 17th century.
If this is not practical, the conductor may lead, but taking cues in turn from the pianist (e.g. in
the case of variations in tempo or length of fermatas).



Scratch Symphony

1: No conductor
All except strings: O = one breath (ca. 8/min.; anyone begins;

for Michael GieI::;d::: tflize ;::s l:;v(allgzg;)onaueschingen not together). Strings: play chords, more or less together
Commissioned by the Stdwestfunk, Baden-Baden (when anyone plays or stops, the others do likewise).
: in memory of Cornelius Cardew
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