8. Why?

THE ROAD- ZOE
(Mile 48)
. Frederic Rzewski (1999)
In Anton Chekhov's story "In the Ravine", a young peasant woman (Lipa) brings the body of her dead baby back to Text: adapted from Chekhov
her village from the hospital, where she had brought it after it had been burned with boiling water. (In The Ravine)
On the road she meets a group of peasants, who offer her a ride. She tells her story to the leader of the group, an old man:
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"My little boy suffered the whole day," said Lipa.
cow moo: Moi synochek vyes - dyen  muchilsya,— skazala Lipa.
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"He looks at me with his little eyes and is still and he wants to talk and  hecan't talk.
Glyadit svoimi glazochkimi i molchit. i hochet skazat i nie mozhet.
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tremolo with fingernails on keyboard lid:
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Lord our Father! Queen of Heaven! | felt so bad | just fell down
Gospodi batiushkal Tsarytsa Nyebesnaya! Ya s gorya tak Vsyo i padala
cow moo. ‘
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I on the floor. | stand there and | fall down next to his bed.
f na pol. Stoyu i upadu voslie krovati.
I tremolo with fingernails on keyboard lid: 67
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Tell me, Grandpa, why a child must suffer before it dies?
| skazhi mne, dedyushka, zachem malyenkomu piered smiertyu muchitsya?
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When a grownup person suffers, a [man or  a woman, their sins  are forgiven,
Kogda muchayetsya bolshoi chelovek, mu- |zhik ili  zhenshchina, to grekhi proshchaiutsya,
tremolo with fingernails on keyboard lid:
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but why a child, when it |has no sin? Why?"
a zachem malyenkomu kogda u | nievo nyet grechov? Zachem?
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"Ah, who knows?" answered the | old man
—A kto zh yevo znayet!— otvyetil starik.
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They went on
Proyekhali
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tor a halt hour In silence.
s polchasa moicha.
cow moo.
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tremolo with fingernails on keyboard lid: cow moo:
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"We can't know everything, why and how,” said the old man. A bird
—Vsievo znat nelzya, zachem da kak,— skazal  starik. ’ Ptitsye polozheno
n;e:mola with fingernails on keyboard lid:
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is given not four wings, but two,  because it can fly with two; Cadenza: .
nie chetyrie kryla, a dva, potomu chto i na dvukh lyetet . sposobno; (improvise, r.h.
alone, on wooden
cow Mmoo tremolo with fingernails on keyboard lid: | surfaces ’o\nly)
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SO a human can know not all, but only half or a quarter, Cadenza:
tak i cheloveku polo: zheno znat’ nie vsyo, a tolko polovinu il chetviert, (Lh. alone,
keys only) .
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Only what you need to know in order to live: that is all you know."
Skolko nado yemu znat' chtob prozhit) stolko i znayet,
tremolo with fingernails on keyboard lid:
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