Laurence Bitensky

1 i I.I'Lli[:ill'::ll_::'.:.]!_’l" Wy

for orchestra



© sillyblackdogmusic/2009

%Zgﬁjﬂ%i@e

for orchestra

Duration: c. 7'

"Imagination ismore important thanknowledge'" - Albert Einstein

Albert Einstein was known to conduct "thought experiments'" as away toarrive at creative insights
into questions that he posed for himself. For instance, whenhewas 16 he imagined what it would be
like to chaseafterabeamof light. Once he caught up to the beam, Einstein reasoned, the 1ight wave
would appear frozen. He later said that this thought experiment played a memorable role inhis
development of special relativity.

LIGHTRIDE is a fun and lighthearted musical depiction of Einstein's famous "thought experiment"
and is loosely programmatic, depicting Albert being startled by a beamof 1ight, chasingafterit,
riding the beam, and experiencing the frozenwave. The pieceisalso the finale to Einstein's
Dreams, a 4-movement work depicting several similar scenes fromEinstein's imagination.

LIGHTRIDE was written for the Central Kentucky Youth Orchestra, and is suitable for youth, college,
and university orchestras.

Instrumentation:

2 Flutes (Fl. 2 doubling Piccolo)
2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in Bb

2 Bassoons

4 Horns inF

3 Trumpets inC
2 Trombone
Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani

Percussionl (Med. Sus. Cymb., 4 Tom-Toms, SnareDr.)
Percussion 2 (Xylo., Glk.)
Percussion 3 (Vibr., Tam-Tam)

Percussion4 (Trngl.)
Percussion5 (Tamb., Slapstick)

Piano

Strings
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Flute 1

Flute 2

Oboe 1, 2

Clarinetin Bb 1,2

Bassoon 1,2

HominF 1,2

HominF 3,4

Trumpetin C 1, 2

Trumpet in C 3

Trombone 1.2

Bass Trombone, Tuba

Timpani

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Percussion 3

Percussion 4

Percussion 5

Piano

Violin I

Violin II

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass
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