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DON PASQUALE.

DRAMATIS PERSONZE.

DoN PasQUALE oes «. Basso,
Dorrore MALATESTA s o Baritono,
ErnEsTO ... cee . es vee  Tenore.
Norina vee Soprano.
Notaro ... . e e wes Baritono.

Coro p1 SERvi, CAMKRIERE, ETC.

SN AN

DoN PASQUALE, a rich old bachelor, disinherits his nephew, ErNEsT, for refusing to
marry a lady he chooses for him, and resolves to take a wife unto himself instead. The
~ nephew loves NORINA, a young widow, to whom he is betrothed. Sooner than plunge her
into poverty, he is determined to remounce her and seek his fortune in exile. Dr.
MALATESTA, a friend of Ernest, contrives a plan to effect a reconciliation. To Don
Pasquale he introduces Norina as his sister returned from a convent. The bld/bachelor
falls desperately in love, and solicits an immediate marriage, which is celebrated by a
fictitious notary. Ernest, arriving to take leave of his uncle, is astonished at seeing
Norina, but the Doctor explains how matters stand. The counterfeit knot is no sooner
tied than Norina flings aside her reserve. She denounces her husband’s style of living;
orders nmew servants, furniture, and equipages, and insists upon a wife’s prerogative to
govern a household. Overwhelmed with surprise and consternation, Don Pasquale in vain
offers remonstrance. The new bride boxes his ears, orders him to bed, and rushes out of the
house, with the intention of going to the theatre. A letter, she drops on purpose, is
picked up by the husband, who finds she has made an assignation. Don Pasquale, ac-
companied by Malatesta, hurries to the place of rendezvous in time to see Krnest, in
disguise, escaping. He insists upon knowing the name of the gallant. An altercation
ensues. The Doctor acts as mediator. He proposes that Ernest should marry Norina,
and reside with his uncle. Norina objects. Don Pasquale will have it so. Arrived at:
this point, Malatesta explains the state of affairs, and the old bachelor, too héppy‘ in
securing his freedom, bids farewell to matrimonial speculation, and consents to the union

of the lovers.
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*Dottore legge.) “Mia Norina, vi scrivo colla morte nel cuore.” @Iﬂ “Don Pasquule

“My Norina, I write this with my heart nearly broken.” ¢ Don  Pasquale

Lo fa-rem vi- vo.
Soon shall we mend ut.

aggirato da quel furfante,” [grazie! “da quella faccia doppia del dottore, sposa una sua sorella, mi scaccia di sua
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casa mi disereda infine : amor m'impone di rinunziare a voi, lascio Roma oggi stesso e quanto prima 1’Europa,
his home, and in fact discarde me. Love requires that I should flee from your sight, I leave Rome to-day, and soon shall quit Europe;

addio: siate felice, questo & ’ardente mio voto. IL vosTRo ErNEsTO.”

Sarewell, be happy, such are my most ardent wishes, Your ERNEST.”
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No. 16. SERENATA CON CORO.
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