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by
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Foreword by the Composer

This set of Variations was composed on a theme by the composer’s wife,
Janice Ellison St. Clair, who went to a Hallowe’en costume party dressed as an
upright piano. As part of the decoration she designed a page of “sheet music,”
with a short theme of her own creation.

When the composer saw her theme he immediately set about to compose 19
Variations and a Fugue with Coda using the theme as the basis for invention,
in the spirit of famous examples of themes and variations such as ].S. Bach’s
Goldberg Variations or Ludwig van Beethoven’s Diabelli Variations. Since the
theme had a humorous nature, these variations are both serious and
humorous. The final Coda is an homage to Beethoven.

Richard St. Clair

Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA
May 24, 2009
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Dedicated to My Dear Wife, Janice St. Clair

Variations on a Hallowe'en Costume

for Piano Solo

Theme: by Janice Ellison St. Clair

oderato e semplice

Richard St. Clair
(1991-92, Revised 2009)
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Variation V. Moderato
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Var. XI. Vivo (l'istesso tempo)
alternate hands as needed
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Coda. Andante amabile (Hommaggio a Beethoven)
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