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= RUTH.

= S
: NaoMi - - - - Contralto.
. Rurw - - - - Soprano,
'___ ORPAH - - Soprano.
Boaz - . - - - Bass.
b Evpurs, HANDMAIDENS REAPERS, LrC., EIC.
")
o PART 1. O gracious Lord, cast down Thine eyes
. Upon Thy servant here,
°h5 SORROW. And grant me strength thro’ life’s brief
length
. My ecarthly woes to bear.
' In the Country ({g,jg?’/{]” and on the road fo | 1y {auh seem'd well, Almighty God,
cthlenent. That I should chasten'd be;
3ut O, I would not stay the rod,
- FFor all is known to Thee !
CHORUS. . .
. If by the way I faint and fall,
- A grievous famine smote the land, Of burdens sore complain,

And chasten’d Judah’s children sore ;
It was the Lord’s divine command
That earth her fruits should yield no
more !
O praise the Lord ! He knoweth best
When peace and plenty to accord ;
To llim all things are manifest.
O praise the Lord ! O praise the Tord!

And now to Him it seemeth good
Again to send His people bread
And where of late gaunt Famine stood
Sweet Plenty raiscth up her head!
O praise the Lord ! He knoweth best
When peace and plenty to accord;
To Him all things are manifest.
O praise the Lord ! O praise the Lord!

RECITATIVE anp AIR.—ANaonii.

Now go your ways, my daughters well-
beloved;

Returnye cachunto your mother’s house,

The Lord deal kindly with ye, as ye both

Have dealt with those departed, and with
me.
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Desert me not, but strength allot,
That I may rise again !

And when my life on earth is o'er,
ITave mercy, Lord, on me,

And let me dwell for evermore
In Paradise with Thee!

CHORAL RECITATIVE,

They lifted up their voice and wept again,
IFor grief and sorrow dwelt within their
hearts.

TRIO.—Naomi, Orpak, and Ruth.
Naowmi.

IFarewell! the hour has come for parting !
IFFarewell ! love’s link must break at
last !

Heed not the truant teardrops starting;
They do but greet the mirror'd past !
Orpah.

“ Farewell 1" the word is all unspoken !
“Tarewell ! it cannot yet be said !
[for O, our hearts will then be broken,
And peace for ever from us fled !



RUTH.

Ruth.

Alas! and must we from thee sever ?
Alas! our souls are wrung with pain;
O say not it must be (or ever,
But soon our lives will join again !

Naomi,

Alas ! my soul is fill'd with sorrow,
Alas! to part is bitter pain;
Yet comfort from this promise borrow,
In Heaven we shall meet again !
Farewell !
Ah, no!
Farewell !
Ah, no!
Ye may no more beside me stay !
O we will cleave to one another !
Alas !
It may not be—away !

SOLO.—Ruth.

Entreat me not, to leave thee, or to return
from following after thee: for whither
thou goest, I will go; and where thou
lodgest, I will lodge : thy people shall be
my people, and thy God my God : where
thou diest, will I die, and there will I be
buried : the Lord do so to me, and more
also. if aught but death part thee and me.

CHORUS.

Speak ! art thou that Naomi, daughter,
Who left us when famine was here ?
When streams were despoil’d of their

water,
And Earth was all barren and sere ?
Yea! thou art the one who departed
With husband and sons in the past;
Say, why art thou sorrowful-hearted
Now home thou art welcom’d at last?

RECITATIVE.—Naownsi.

Call me not Naomi,
For grief and woe are mine :

The Lord hath dealt full bitterly,
It was His will divine !

I went out full from Bethlehem,
All empty come I now,

Yet to the High God’s just decree
My head I humbly bow.

CHORUS.

Weep no more, for we will cheer thee!
Weep no more, but dry thine eyes !

To our hearts we will endear thee !
From thy sorrow, daughter, rise!
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Weep no more, the Lord will aid thee :
He ne’er faileth in distress ;

Bygone woes have only made thee
Fitter for new happiness !
Weep no more !
O weep no more !

PART 1II.

JOY.

In the harvest-field, at the abode of Naomi,
and at the Gate of Bethlehzm.

CHORUS or REAPERS.

Sce ! the golden rays of morning
Now the meadows are adorning ;
Earth is from all gloomy shadows,
Born of sombre Night, releas’d !
O'er the crest of distant mountain,
O’er the brook and bubbling fountain,
Gleam anew the waking sunbeams :
Day appears within the East!

While the pearly dewdrops glisten

To the cornfields let us hasten,

There with songs of praise to lighten
Hours that are ordain’d for toil ;

Blithely we will do our reaping,

Still within our mem’ry keeping

Thoughts of Him who, in His mercy
Giveth us the fruitful soil !

See ! the morn, with pointed finger,

Biddeth us no longer linger,

Warneth 'tis the time for labor
Golden stems of corn among.

To the ficlds then let us hasten

While the pearly dewdrops glisten,

There the hours of toil to lighten
With thanksgiving and with song!

CHORAL RECITATIVE.

Naomi had a kinsman of her husband’s, a
mighty man of wealth, whose name was
Boaz.

AIR.—Ruth.

Let me hie unto the field
Where the reapers reap the corn;
Scatter’d ears the ground will yield,
Fallen since the dewy morn.



RUTH.

Kindly hearts I there may find—
Hearts that will not this deny,
While the golden sheaves they bind

. To the sickles’ melody.

’Mid the drooping sheaves to glean
Let me now, I pray thee, go ;
Where the reaper’s scythe hath been
Ears of golden corn lie low.
Homeward then. with yellow spoil,
I shall haste at close of day,
Having gather’d from the soil
Wealth that others cast away.

RECITATIVE.—Naowm:.

Go, my daughter, and may thy gleaning
prosper;

May plenty cross thy footsteps, and thy
heart,

When thou returnest home, be fill'd with

Joy
That dieth not to-day, but liveth on
Till thou from earthly scenes art call’d
away !

AIR.—Boaz.

Go not from hence, my daughter,
But glean between the sheaves ;

The field is mine, and all is thine
That ev'ry reaper leaves.

Abide here by my maidens,
And join their mid-day rest;

No tongue shall say thy gleaning nay,
Or aught thy search molest.

Go not from hence, my daughter,
But to my cornfields keep,
And follow close beside of those
Whose task it is to reap.
Thou shalt not be upbraided,
No voice thy hands shall stay ;
The field is mine, and all is thine
That thou canst glean to-day !

RECITATIVE axp AIR.—Ruth.

Why have I found grace in thine eyes,

O my lord?
Why shouldst thou take knowledge of
me, seeing I am a stranger ?

Past all knowledge
Is the kindness
Thou dost show, my lord, to me;
I am lowly,
And thy favor
All unmerited must be!
There are many
More deserving,
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There are many—I am least,—
Yet thy bounty,
Gracious master,

Bids me join thy maidens’ feast!
Deeds so kindly
Fill my bosom

With a wish thy name to laud -
Yea, for actions
Good and tender

Ev’ry heart would fain applaud.
Hear me offer
Loud thanksgiving,

Hear thine handmaid give thee praise ;
Gracious master,
For thy welfare

I shall pray throughout my days!

RECITATIVE.—Boas.

I know the goodly deeds that thou hast
done, O my daughter !

And the Lord God of Israel,

Under whose wings thou art come to
trust,

Shall give thee full reward !

CHORAL RECITATIVE.

So she glean’d in the field until even,
And beat out that she had gleaned ;
Then went she up to the city,

And her heart was fill’d with joy.

DUET.--Naomi and Ruth.

Naomsi.

With joyous heart I greet thee home,
O daughter, for thine hour is come !
No more thy weary lot shall be

To dwell, and weep, and wail with me !

Ruth.

With joyous heart thy cheek I press,
O mother, full of tenderness ;

But, tho’ we part, I still shall be

A daughter evermore to thee.

Naomi and Ruth.

daughter
Farewell, my«g mot%er

May joy upon thy pathways fall !
May peace beside thee ever dwell,
The gift of God, the Lord of all.

} dear, farewell!

Naomi.
Go, cleave to him who is thy lord :
His heart with gracious love is stor’d,
Go, daughter, go; thine hour is come
To leave me for a fairer home.



RUTH.

Ruth. I

I go, but in my heart will dwell .

A love that years will not dispel ;

A deeper love there could not be, ‘

For, mother, ’tis my love of thee. l
{

Naomi and Riuth.
|

}dcar:fzu'e\\'cll.' |
|

§ daughter

| mother
May jov upon thy pathways fall!

May peace beside thee ever dwell,
The gift of God, the Lord of all.

Farewell, my

CHORALLE.—NIGIHTFALL,

Look down, O Lord, from realms above,
ook down, we pray ;

All dangers of the night remove
From out our way ;

Protect us with Thy watchful love
As thro’ the day.

We put our hearty trust in Thee,
And Thee alone;

O cease not, then, our guide to be,
Almighty One ;

The ills that threaten, Thou canst sce,
For all is known, |

|

Look down, O Lord, from realms on high, |
We Thee implore,

And guard us while the night is nigh
IF'rom peril sore ;

And we Thy Name shall glorify
For cvermore.

INTERMEZZO.—DAYDBREAK.

WEDDING-CIIORUS.

Hark, hark! the cymbals clash,
The harps sound up to heaven;

And by the tender dulcimer
Sweet melody is given.

With trumpet and with shawm
The air is now resounding,

And songs of joy without alloy

Are through the land abounding.

The Lord who dwells above
{Iath joined two hearts together,
And fill'd them both with lasting love
That ne’er will break its tether.
So sing ye songs of joy,
And sound ye harps unceasing ;
May life for them but prove a gem
With radiance aye increasing.

AIR.—Boas.

Glory be to Thee, O Lord,
And praises never ceasing ;
O may Thy glory, day by day,

For ever be increasing.

On Thy servant Thou hast look’d,
From Thy great throne in heaven,
And to his most unworthy hand
A helpmate sweet hath given.

Grant that from Thy holy ways
My feet may wander never,

But that to Thee my soul may cleave
For ever and for ever,

CHORUS.

Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice,
[For blessings round us fall ;
Your voices raise
In songs of praise
Unto the Lord of all.

In Tis kindness never ending,

In His mercy condescending,

ITe hath look’d upon His servant,
Blessings on his head bestowed.

Praise ye, then, the Lord of heaven

Who to us this joy hath given ;

Praise the Lord, and let thanksgiving
Rise to 11is divine abode.

Rejoice, rejoice, rejoice,
Ior blessings round us fall ;
Your voices raise
In songs of praise
Unto the Lord of all.

VI
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® Choral Recit.— “They lifted up their voice and wept?

NO 3. )Prio._ “Farewell?

Largo moderato.
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“YNO 4. Air. “Entreat me not, to leave thee”
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¥) An arrangement of this Air in the key of B flat will be found at the end of the work.
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Chorus. “Art thou that Naomi?”

NO 5. 2Recit. “Call me not Naomi!”
Chorus. “Weep no more?
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Chorus. “Weep no more.”
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Part II._Joy.

N9 6. Chorus of Reapers._‘See, the golden rays of morning.”
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Choral Recit._“Naomi had a kinsman”
NO 7.{Air._“Let me hie unto the field”
Recit._“Go, my daughter.”
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Reclt_ Why have I found grace in Thine eyes”

Air.___ Past all knowledge is the kindness.”
Recit._“T know the goodly deeds that thou hast done?”
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NO 12, g

Calmato. (£ - 56)

Intermezzo.—“Daybreak.”
Wedding Chorus.—“Hark! Hark! The cymbals clash!”
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¥ The expression “Ah” has been found to facilitate the singing of this and corresponding strains.
It preferred, or more convenient, each time the above passage oceurs, the small notes may be employed.
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*If preferred, or more convenient, the Basses may sing with the Tenors during sixteen bars,al-
so on the repetition of the same strain, in which case the bass will be left to the Organ or Or-
chestra.
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