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QUO VADIS?

Scexe I: Ix tie RomMaN FOrRUM

The Burning of Rome

CHORUS [page 4]

Save us! Save us! Ah!
Is none to save? no way to flee?
If neither shrines nor sacred temples
Nor altars of the gods
From Jove’s great wrath can protect us:
Woe unto Rome!

Avenging gods, in awful ire,

Have overthrown thee!

Now shattered lie thy power and pride,

V’erwhelmed for aye thy hope of glory!
Woe, Rome, to thee!

For six long days no ray of sun!
The monstrous host of towering flames
Rush on,blood-red, with soaring banners!
From roof to roof, {from height to height
Desolation bearing onward!

Doom! Desolation!

CHORUS OF MEN [page 34]

We saw the monarch where he stood
Upon the tower, in festal garb!

The laurel on his brow he bore,

A lyre he swept with powerful hand.
While there he sang, those golden tones
Mingled with Roma’s moan of despair!

CHORAL RECITATIVE [page 46]

Where can we find him,
The man who awakened
The wrath of the Powers?
From Jupiter’s keeping
Who wrested the lightning?
Whose hand cast rhe firebrand
In palace and hut?
Where? where? Ha!
Vengeance upon him,
Vengeance and death! Ah!
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SCENE I1: MARCH OF THE PRETORIANS
Departure to the Colosseum
INSTRUMENTAL MARCH [page 58]

BARITONE SOLO [page 64]
(Chief of Pretorian Guard)

From almighty Nero, salutation!

CHORUS OF THE PEOPLE

Welcome! welcome! Hail! all hait!

BARITONE SOLO [page 66]

Now mark what Nero tells you here;
The heir of Casar, favored of the gods!
Ye still behold these flames aglow,

Ye hear them roaring high and low;
Still mourn ve over wasted Rome,
And seck in vain for hearth and home.
Are ye aware, whose wanton hand

Hath flung abroad the fatal brand?

CHORUS [page 68]
May gods destroy in vengeful ire
His wanton hand who set this fire!
BARITONIE SOLO [page 79]

Nero, your god, this day hath learned
What evildoers Rome have burned!
Ye know the Christians’ insolent band—

CHORUS

The Christians? The Christians?
they to blame?

Arce

BARITONE SOLO [page 73]

&

They 'tis, who scorn our mighty gods!
Even Jove himself they dare dishoner,
And foes arc they to law and state;
They love the night and dark misdeeds,
They bow before a miscreant god;

A cross they worship, steeped in blood,
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Their sign of faith to which they cling,
Suffering fire and sword and death!
There, on the altars of their faith,
Innocent children’s blood they shed!
To fill the cup of evildoing,

And satisfy their boundless malice,
These traitors, with barbarian hands,
Have flung abroad their fiery brands!
Red flames devour the pride of Rome,
Her glories all in ashes lie!

CHORUS [page 77]

Shame on the Christians! Woe and shame
On all who set this fearful flame!

BARITONE SOLO [page 85]

In Nero’s name I ask ye now:

What will ye shall be done to them,
Lest wrathful gods descend upon ye,
And smitethe guiltless with theoffenders?

CHORUS [page 86]

Death to the Christians,

Who slay our people,

Who scorn our altars!

Christianos ad leones!
Ay, let the Hon, the king of the desert,
Make of these curséd, barbarian wretches
His welcome prey!—To the arena
With these detested, barbarian wretches!
Clutched in the claws of the furious

panther,

A spoil in the jaws of the ravening tiger,
So may they perish in fearful atonement!

Christianos ad leones!

Scene IIT1: NicHTLY GATHERING OF
PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS

BARITONE SOLO [page 114]
(Precentor)

Come, brethren, let us sing to the Lord!

CHORUS [page 115]

Come, brethren, let us sing to the Lord,
to our God!
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Sabbaoth!
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As it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.

BARITONE SOLO [page 118]
(Peter)

The Lord be with you.
CHORUS
And with thy spirit.
BARITONE SOLO

For ever and for evermore.

CHORUS

Amen.

BARITONE SOLO
Lift up your hearts to God.
CHORUS
We lift them up to God, our Maker.

BARITONE SOLO

Let us thank the Lord our God, let us
thank our heavenly Father.

CHORUS

For it is meet and right so to do. Amen.

BARITONLE SOLO [page 122]

The nations rage, the tyrants threaten!
By furious foes we are beset!

My children, ever be uplifted
Unto the Lord your heart and voice!

SOPRANO SOLO [page 127]
(Lygia)
We all are willed in Jesus’ name
To suffer torture, shame and death!
Around the sheltering cross we gather,
Whate'er betide, in steadfast faith.
But thou, O Father, upon whose
shoulders
Alone upreared our church doth stand,
Thy sacred head must e’er be guarded
From blind revenge of heathen hordes.
We hear the storm around us raging!
Stay notin Rome! Go forth from Rome!



CHORUS [page 133]

Stay not in Rome! Go forth from Rome!
O Father, go! Go forth from Rome!

BARITONE SOLO [page 140]

I, go, and leave you?

CHORUS

Go forth from Rome! O Father, go!

BARITONE SOLO [page 143]

I, the shepherd—ye, my people
How could 1 ever leave you here?

CHORUS

O leave us now! Go forth from Rome!

BARITONE SOLO [page 148]

Before I leave you, ere I forsake you,
Let me rather be stricken down to-day
by death!

SOPRANO SOLO [page 148]

Dear lord! shalt thou be the tyrant’s
victim?

O holy Father, hear our prayer!

Hear how thy children all entreat thee,

How I with streaming tears implore:

Oh save for us a life so priceless,

Preserve thy life for Christ our Lord,
For Jesus Christ, our Lord!

On thee the church of Christ is founded,
Through thee His kingdom shall endure!
(With Chorus)

O Father, hear us!

BARITONE SOLO [page 153]
Nay, nay! I will remain!
CHORUS

See how we kneel in supplication!

BARITONE SOLO

Nay, nay! I will not go!
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CHORUS [page 153]

Oh save for us a lile so priceless!

Prescrve thy life for Christ our Lord!
For Jesus, our Saviour!

FFor if thou, foundation

And cornerstone of our young church,

Art lost, then all is lost!

On thee the Church of Christ is founded;

Hear our prayer! Hear us! Oh hear!

BARITONE SOLO [page 175]

Can God Himself through ye have
spoken?
I shall obey, although the pain,
The sad farewell, the heavy care
For ye all, my loved ones, break my
heart.
I go; yet ere we part,
I pray you, heed me well:
Be ever, ever mindful,
In scorn and hate, in pain and death,
Ne'er let your faith in Jesus falter!
Never deny His love abiding,
Nor lose your hope of life eternal!

CHORUS [page 179]

The Lord be thy guard, and thy strong
defence, O faithful friend!

INTONATION [page 194]
(2 to 4 Basses)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost.
CHORUS [page 193]

As it was in the beginning, is now, and
ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.

SCENE IV: APPEARANCE OF JisUus CHRIST

BARITONE SOLO [page 199]
(Peter)

Dim, gloomy night and fearful silence!
No cheerful light, no guiding star!
Imperial Rome is lost in darkness:

And I alone with God the Lord.
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With God? O Master, oft I {cel
As though I never can know Thee!
So sad my heart, so ill at case,
Since 1 deserted them who love me.—
How phantom-like the clouds are gather-
ing, ‘
The misty shadows hovering on!l—
A beam!—A star!—Celestial brightness!
And in yon radiance, lo! a Form!
The crown of thorns! The Cross'—But
who—
Who can it be?—Our Lord Himself!
Quo vadis, Domine?

BASS SOLO [page 209]
(Christ)

Vado Romam ut iterum crucifigar.

BARITONE SOLO [page 212]

O Lord! here at thy feet behold me lic!

How mean, how vile indeed is my trans-

gression!

Yet may this mortal frailty be my plea!
Forgive me, Lord! In anguish
Remorseful my tears are flowing!

Lend me Thine aid! Upon my shoulders

lay

Thy cross, in Thy divine compassion!

And wheresoe’er Thy cross shall lead me,

I there will go; unfearing, unfaltering,

In life or death shall Thy love uphold me!

Now on to Rome, to brave a martyr's
death!

Never again my steadfast heart shall
waver,
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And c¢’en Nero, the haughty monarch,

shall

Confess the cross’s power in fear and
trembling!

Now on to Rome! Thy cross shall lead
me on,

A flaming emblem borne on high in
triumph!!

No carthly might shall foil the Church
of God,

Nor shall the gates of hell prevail against
her!

FINAL CHORUS [page 223]

Glory crown thee, O mighty one!

The cross thou bearest onward:

The cross shall be thy reward!

Bencath its shadow death is welcome,

For death shall win thee life eternal.

Glory crown thee, O blessdd one!
Thy name shall never die!

When Roman

perish,

emperors’ fame  shall

Thy glorious name shall all men cherish!

(Double Fugue)

Hail, laud the

anointed!

bless  and him,

Hail, all hail!

Now glory be to the Father, and to
the Son, and to the Holv Ghost; as it was
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall
be: world without end. Amen.
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