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That Was Then, This Is Now

Suite for String Quartet

That Was Then, This is Now is in three diverse movements; the second two are rigorously
structured and the first is not. Its name asserts a new freshness and inventiveness of style, and sets a
buoyant, light-hearted tone.

The Introduction is meant to be just that: an informal greeting. However, beneath the sudden
changes and playful rhythms, there is foreshadowing— unbeknownst to the listener, the Fugue'’s subject
is stated eight times. The brash harmonies in this movement are All-American, and the shifting grooves
suggest the sounds of a bustling city.

The Chorale Variations are a diverse set of four, and are based on an original cantus firmus
which is altered only in the third variation, in which it is inverted. Otherwise, it is preserved. The main
distinction between the variations is their highly different characters.

The final Fugue is constructed on a highly chromatic theme whose solid rhythms lend the
movement a very “Germanic” feel. Throughout the fugue, the theme is inverted, reversed, and
rhythmically transformed, often at the same time. Its name is humorously taken from Glenn Gould'’s
fugue, So You Want to Write a Fugue, in which the voices proudly declare, “You’ve got the nerve to
write a fugue— so go ahead!”

—Sean Michael Salamon
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