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THE STORY OF SAYID

A DRAMATIC CANTATA.

CHARACTERS REPRESENTED.

Ivmas (Daughter of Siwa)
Savm (An Arab Chief)...
Biwa (4 Hindoo Prince)

A Warcaman

A Horseaan

PART I

SCENE—An open space before the palace of Sdwa.
It is filled with peopls in agitation and distress.

People.

Alas! our land is desolate,
The children ory for bread ;
Around, fierce fire and sword devour,
Our women wail their dead.

‘We pray for vengeance on the foo,
To death consign them all ;
Biva, arise and fight for us,
Or see thine altars fall.

A Watchman.
[On the roof of the palace.
Across the plain a tireless horseman rides,
Behind him lags the wind !

People.
How looks he ? Say !

Watchman.

As one who bringeth news of victory,
And waves his lance aloft for joy.

People,
‘What more ?

Watchman.

I see the glint of many far-off spears,
And now the shining banner of our Prince.

People.

Vishnu, thou hast heard our cry,
Great Preserver, thanks we speak.
Siva, let each Arab die,
Stern Destroyer, vengeance wreak.
[The crowd divide, a horseman rides into the
midst of the throng.
‘What tidings have with thee outstripped the
wind ?

e Soprano.
Tenor.
Baritone.
Tenor or Baritone.
Baritone.

Horseman.

Good news! good news! for, lo, the Arab host
Hath melted at the touch of Sdwa’s spear !
Their chief is captive ta’en, and in their tents
Is weeping for the many dead !

People,

Vishnu, thou hast heard our cry,
Great Preserver, thanks we speak.
Siva, let each Arab die,
Stern Destroyer, vengeance wreak.
[The distant music of the victorious army i3 heard.
It becomes louder ; the troops appear, headed
b;/ Prince Sawa; Sayid rides, a captive, in
his train.

MARCH OF TRIUMPH.

Sava. [To Sayid.
Stand forth,
Thou tiger of the hills, and hear thy doom.

Soldiers and People,
Aye, hear thy doom, fierce scourger of our
plains.
Saica.

Thou hast come as a pestilence in the night,

As the swarming locusts’ wasting blight ;

As the fiery breath of the desert wind

Which, passing, leaves no life behind.
Chieftain, thou must die.

Thou hast come as the drought to parch our
fields,
As famine comes when no harvest yields;
As the beast of prey swoops on the fold ;
And in thy train marched woes untold.
Chieftain, thou must die.

Sayid.

’Gainst unbelieving dogs I drew my sword ;
'Tis now their turn to bite.
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Séwa.
" And thou wilt find
Their teeth are sharp.

Sayid.

[Saith the Book, ¢ Count not as dead
Such as for the Faith have bled ;
Stark and red their bodies lie,

But their souls are in the sky.
Joyful are they, resting there,
Free from sorrow, pain or fear.”]

Sawa.

Fire and sword through this fair land
Thou hast borne with blood-red hand ;
Sword and fire are now thy fate,
Keen and scorching as out hate.

Soldiers and People.

‘Words avail not; let him die,
This our bleeding country’s cry.

Sawa.  [To an Executioner.
Thy duty now perform.
[As Sayid prepares for death, Sdwa looks
intently upon him.
[But, hold! Art thou not he gave me to drink,
Hunting gazelles before the war began ?

Sayid.
Yea; water gave I thee in Allah’s name.
Sawa,
Ask not thy life, but ask some other boon.
That I may pay my debt.]
Sayid.
I fear not death.
Azrael and I are friends. Yet I would beg
One favour at thy hands.
‘Where sets the sun adown the crimson west,
My native valley lies ;
There, by a gentle stream that murmurs
‘““rest,”
My father’s tents arise.

Fearing no harm, the happy peasant tills,
The woolly flocks increase ;

The shepherd’s pipe is heard upon the hills,
And all around is peace.

When from afar loud clarions trumpetted
Defiance to the foe,

And our brave warriors clamoured to be led,
My father bade me go.

With trembling hands he bless’d me on that

day—

I kneeling at his feet ;

¢ Go forth, my son, while I to Heaven shall pray
That we again may meet.”

And he has pray'd to Heaven, while I have
fought,
As none have prayed before—
Aged and worn, with but a single thought,
To see his son once more.

Oh! grant him to behold my face again,
That joy his heart may fill.

I will return—take ye my word—and then
Do with me as ye will.

_ gLend me my life
To hold as something borrowed from thine hand
‘Which I will bring again.

Sawa.
Aye, that will I,
If one should answer for it with his own.
Show me thy hostage.]
[During the foregoing, the Princess Ilmas has
entered from the palace unobserved. She
now comes forward.

Ilmas.

I will be his bond !

All.
O Princess, thou!

Ilnas.
Aye, I will be his bond,
And that old man shall see his son again,
If, O my Father and my Prince, thou deem’st
A maid fit hostage for such noble foe.

Sawa.
Look to her; she is mad.

Ilmas.

Nay, nay, dear Lord,
Not mad am I, but, in all reason, urge
Thy royal word : ¢ Aye, that will I,
If one should answer for it with his own.”
Behold in me that one.

Sawa.
Consider well,
For if thou hast thy wish, and it should chance
‘We see his face no more, I may not sink
The judge and ruler in the loving sire.
Yon sword will do its work.

Ilmas.

I take the risk.

First of his Prophet’s warriors he,
But gentler ne’er could soldier be,
‘When spear and sword are laid to rest,
And soft hands ease the mailéd breast.
Water he gave for Allah’s sake,

- ‘With tender pity bade thee take,
And now would soothe a father’s care ;
Can craft and falsehood harbour there ?
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Séwa.

Cursdd the tongue that lightly bound
My faith to save this Arab hound.

Soldiers and Peopls.

Release him not; for doom we cry;
The scourger of our plains shall die.

Séwa.
My word has passed, and I the bond accept.
Now let the captive go.
[Sayid, released, leaps on the back of his steed.

Sayid.
Fear not, gentle maiden, my debt I shall pay!
At sunset who doubts the return of the day ?
‘Will the tide of the ocean revisit the shore ?
Agye, surely, and surely thou'lt see me once more.

Soldiers and People.
‘With tigers like thyself.
Sayid. {Riding away.
If it be so

The beasts will crawl and lick the hand
Of that sweet maid.

Sayid disappears beyond the city gate. Siwa
: yand Mcp;erincaa retire into the palace.

Soldiers and People.

Siva, let each Arab die,
Vengeance, vengeance, all our cry.

PART II.

ScENE I.—An apartment in the palace of Sdwa.
Ilmas sits with her maidens. A thunderstorm dies
away in the distance.

The Maidens.

Sweet the balmy days of Spring,
And blushing roses that they bring ;
But sweeter far is Love.

Sweet the fragrant southern breeze,
The hum of honey-laden bees ;
But sweeter far is Love.

Bweet is music's gentle strain,
Kindling pleasure till ’tis pain,
But sweeter far is Love.

Ilmas.

Aye, sweet indeed is Love,
But Love is also strong, and by its power
The weakest maid may faithful stand till death.
Thus faithful will I stand, should aught have
chanced,
And Sayid cannot come.

O Love, thy car triumphal
Rollg'round the subject world
More glorious than the chariot
Of the sun.
Led by thy sister, Pity,
Behold me in thy courts,
A captive, yet a victor
Through thy might.
O Love, in bondage keep me
That I may triumph still,
And win true life in dying
For thy sake.
[Sdwa and some attendants enter hurriedly.

Sdwa. [To Ilmas.
For death prepare !
No longer may we vex the righteous gods.
The heavens have rainéd fire upon the earth,
And angry lightningsflashed from Siva’sshrine!

The Attendants.

Princess, the Arab chief hath played thee false.
Alas! now must thou die.

Ilmas.
Then let me die
Before ye speak of broken faith. He said
¢ Fear not, gentle maiden, my debt I shall pay!
At sunset who doubts the return of the day ? "
Tell me the hour of fate.

Sava.

The sword will fall
As sinks the sun behind the western hills.

Ilmas.

Ah! then my day is near, and there will be
No night.
[To her attendants.
Array me, maidens, as a bride,
And put ye on the robes ye wear at feasts,
For if my Lord be dead I go to him,
And if he be alive he comes to me.

The Maidens.

Btrong the high decree of Fate,
Passing all through Death's dark gate,
But stronger far is Love.

ScexE II.—An open space near the western gate of
the city. Sdwa, attended by his Court, soldiers
and people, enters in procession.

SOLEMN MARCH.

[Towards the close of the March, Ilmas appears
inbridaldress. Her maidens scatter flowers
before her.

Ilinas.
‘What have these sounds to do with bridal robes
And flower-strewn paths ? O maidens, sing me
now
A lighter strain of happy love.
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The Maidens.

Sweet the balmy days of Spring,
And blushing roses that they bring ;
But sweeter far is Love.

Sawa. [Interrupting.
O cease;
And give the wrathful gods the life they claim.

[To the Executioner.

Look to the watchman on the gate, for when
He lifts his hand the sun hath set. Then strike.

[Ilmas kneels in the centre of the open space.
The Executioner stands by her side.
Ilmas.
I feel my Lord is near. Come, Sayid, come.

Soldiers and People.

[Cry to the desert wind to turn and come,
But call not Sayid.]

Ilmas.
Nearer, nearer yet.
[Pause. AU fix their eyes upon the Watchman,
who looks stedfastly westward. Qf a sudden
he turns toward the city.
Watchman.

Across the plain a tireless horseman rides,
Behind him lags the wind.

Soldiers and People.
How looks he ? Say!

Watchman.
Full well I know an Arab of the hills.

Ilmas.  (Starting to her fect.
'Tis Sayid! 'Tis my Lord !

Ilmas and Matidens.

« Will the tide of the ocean revisit the shore ?
Aye, surely, and surely thou'lt see me once
more.”

Sawa.

Oh! wonderful !

Soldiers and People.

Can such as he keep faith ?

[Sayid dashes through the gateway, and draws
rein before the Prince.

Sayid.
Behold, I'm here !
[(He dismounts and kneels at the feet of Ilmas.
Noble maiden, low before thee
Sayid bows his haughty head ;
Let thy grateful slave adore thee
Ere he passes to the dead.

Ilmas.

Noble chieftain, though thou perish,
Dieth not thy spotless fame ;

That within my heart I'll cherish,
There engraven is thy name.

Sauca.

[Never before was known a deed like this,
That one should stake her life upon a word,
The other ride to death as to a bride.]

[To Sayid.

Live thou Sdwa's friend, and may thy god

Protect my realm and me.

Avr.

0 Love, thy car triumphal

Rolls round the subject world

More glorious than the chariot
Of the sun.

We hail thee, Love Victorious!
Ride on with strength divine,
And quench all mortal passion

In thine own.
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PART II.

SCENE 1.
An apartment in the Palace of Sdwa. Ilmas sits with her maidens. A thunderstorm dies away tn the distance.

No. 1. Crorus (FemaLE Vorces) wite SoLt.—“ SWEET THE BALMY DAYS OF SPRING.”
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SCENE II.
An open space near the western gate of the city. Sdwa, attended by his Court, soldiers and people, enters

in solemn procession.

BOLEMN MARCH.
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( Ilmas appears in bridal robes. Her maidens scatter flowers before her. )
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