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CHRISTMAS,

A Cantata,

No. 1. DOUBLE CHORUS.

2nd Croir. The trees lift up their branches bare
Against the sky ;
Through the keen and nipping air,
For Spring’s return they seem to cry,
As the winds with solemn tone
About them sadly moan.

1st CHorr. Old Winter's hand is always free,
He scatters diamonds round,
They dart their light from every tree,
They glisten on the ground.
Then who shall call the branches bare
When gems like those are sparkling there ?

2nd CHoir. Stern Winter’s touch is deadly cold,
His breath all hearts must chill ;
His ruthless arms the earth enfold,
And every beauty kill.

1st Crorr. Old Winter's heart is warm and bold ;
Although his breath is chill ;
Although his face is stern and cold,
He has a right good will.

2nd Cuorr. He casts his chains the stream about,
And checks its murmuring song ;

1st. CHOIR. The skaiters come, a jocund rout,
And blithely glide along.

2nd. Crora. The snow descending drearily, drearily,
Is spread o'er the land as a shroud.

1st. CHOIR. Snow-balls are flying merrily, merrily,
And laughter is pealing aloud.

2nd Crorr. Come in, and closely shut the door
Against the wintry weather;
Of frost and snow we'll think no more,
While round the fire- we sit together.

1st Crorr. Rush out from every cottage door,
'Tis brave and bracing weather;
A madder throng ne’er met before,
Than those who now have come together.
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No. 2. RECITATIVE AND ROMANCE.
RECITATIVE.

Welcome, blest season, that renew’st once more
The ties that adverse destiny has rent,

Bidding the memory dwell on early days,
When father, mother, and such household words
Seemed an eternal union to denote.

Alas ! that these sweet fancies prov'd so vain.

ROMANCE.

Christmas comes ; and friends that long have parted
Meet to change the loving grasp once more;
Many who have wandered, weary hearted,
Gladly seek the old familiar door.
As they near it gentle thoughts arise,
Round each object is a halo found ;
Tears of tranquil joy bedim their eyes,
Ev’ry step is press’d on holy ground.

Brothers, sisters, once in love united,

8Bince condemn’d so far apart to roam,
Round the hearth together meet, delighted,

This one day revives their childhood’s home.
Faces of dear lost ones ne’er forgot,

Peering from the wonted corner seem,
Through the air benignant spirits float,

Death and life are blent as in a dream.

No. 3. CAROL.

A blessing on this noble house and all who in it dwell ;

With pure and holy happiness may every bosom swell,

And hope around you hover still of future bliss to tell,
Bringing tidings of comfort and joy.

This day the tree of love was set that ever must increase,

Until beneath its branches all mankind can rest in peace ;

This day the angels celebrate in songs that never cease,
Spreading tidings of comfort and joy.

O, write your names in deeds of love, all ye who have the
power;

Assist your brethren who beneath misfortune’s burden cower,

Then death will gently visit you in his appointed hour,
Bringing tidings of comfort and joy.



No. 4. A CHRISTMAS TALE.
RECITATIVE.

Soro. Welcome to every guest
Who comes to cheer our Christmas feast.
Old friends who think of happy by-gone days,
And thus forget their present care,
Young hearts who boldly tow’rds the future gaze,
Draw near me while the banquet they prepare.
Assemble round the fire ; a tale I'll tell
Of one who should in all our mem'ries dwell.

CHORUS. A tale! a tale. ’Tis well—’tis well.

Soro.  Taught by Great Alfred, never from your door
Will you, relentless, thrust the poor ;
No tale can to the time more fitting be
Than one that treats of heavenly charity.

CHoORUS. A tale! Attentive we will be.

SONG, WITH CHORUS.

A bleak and kindless morning had broke on Athelnay,
Where, shunning Danish foemen, the good King Alfred lay.
¢ In search of food our hunters-departed long ago,
I fear that they have perish’'d, embedded in the snow.”
While thus he sadly muses, an aged man he sees,
With white hair on his forehead, like frost upon the trees,
An image of the winter the haggard pilgrim stands,
And, breathing forth his sorrows, lifts up his wither'd hands.
“ The heavenly King who reigns on high
Bless him who hears the poor man’s cry.”

“ Our hearts are mov’d with pity; thy suff’rings we deplore,”

Said Alfred’s queen, the gentle, “ but scanty is our store ;

One loaf alone is left us.” ¢ Then give it,” said the king,

“ For He who feeds the ravens will fresh abundance bring.”

The wind was roaring loudly, the snow was falling fast,

As from the lofty turret the last last loaf he cast.

An image of the winter the haggard pilgrim stands,

And Alfred’s welcome pittance he catches with his hands.
“The heavenly King,” &ec.

The snow is thickly falling, the winter’s wind is loud,

But yonder in the distance appears a joyous crowd ;

The hunters bring their booty, the peasants bring their corn,

And cheering shouts of triumph along the blast are borne.

Before another morning down-stricken is the foe,

And blood of Danish warriors is red upon the snow.

Amid the conqu’ring Saxons the aged pilgrim stands,

And, like a holy prophet, exclaims with lifted hands—
“The heavenly King,” &c.

No. 5. DUETTINO.

Little children, all rejoice,
Now the festival is here,
And with pretty, prattling voice,
Carol out the waning year.
Little hearts, you can be gay
‘Without thought to mar your gladness,
For to you a joyous day
Heralds not the morrow’s sadness.

Yonder holly cheers the sight,
But we know its beads will fade,
While to you they’re rubies bright,
For eternal pleasures made.
There is not a joy so true,
But we dread its change to sorrow ;
Oh, it is not so with you,
Having days without a morrow.

No. 6. FINALE.

‘Welcome all, welcome all,
The feast is spread in the vaulted hall.

Here of dishes stands the chief,
Baron bold of English beef.
There the boar—a sight of awe—
Bears the lemon in his jaw.
Goose and capon, turkey, chine,
Scatter odours most divine.
Stately now the pudding comes,
‘World of citrons and of plums,
Sent us from the fragrant east,
As the gem of all the feast,

‘Welcome all, welcome all,
The feast is spread in the vaulted hall.

The gen’rous wassail-bowl

With kindness warms the soul.

We quaff it to friends, we quaff it to foes,
At Christmas no heart animosity knows.

1st Caorr. Nay, be cautious, gentle maid,
As you pass that hanging bough,
‘With the berries white arrayed ;
For there’s one has made a vow
That those lips he will invade,
And he’ll keep it, I'm afraid.

2nd CroIRr. Ne'er perish the law of the misletoe,
Though some fair cheeks it condemns to glow.

GENERAL CHORUS.

Varied sports the evening close,
Dancers form in busy rows;
Hoodwink’d lovers roam about
Hope to find the right one out,

And when they fail how merry is the shout!

Round yon flickering flame of blue
Urchins sit—an anxious crew ;
Dainties rich the bold invite,
While from the fire the timid shrink with fright.

Welcome all, welcome all,
Tis merry now in the vaulted hall.

The misletoe is over head,

The holly flaunts its berries red,

The wassail-bowl goes gaily round,

Our mirth awakes the echoes round

All eyes are bright, all hearts are gay.
Thus ends our Christmas day.
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