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Dechreuad V Bv.J.
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OrtUligan Hun Gvenlliarf?^.J^ fl£/yr>u>t, t/f 'fwc
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ofWMiijto 1^^"- i;«itJ.'-J Jlloih.r Womiii of h. r tim^-, ^^olh in b.*iily *iiJ «c<iiri|flish!TH nt*, iH.I dud «]fi.*tly l^miiiiifd.

In th*^ yWT U90 Thr lit!.'- of ihf Tiinp J"i-imi. lo imply h to bv, iln J.nlljJjy, ifm «ii pl>>''il "« »ooih On* I'Hmifi

to *l,.tpjnKhi,h *>« TOi -« unwiu.l cuitom -mCK ihi. old Hrimiis. Sh i- (In- fJr»i \oliini. of tin- W.Kh HirdsJ!*?' S?,hc,
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Chorum of Biirds^

HaiU all hail,ioiliL Mil&le^ lot-, hail!

HaW, u\\ Uaii tu ihe

^^^^pp^
^-=^
MiAif-tot, haill

^
Hail. iJl hiii) U« thi. Mifsle^lne. hail!

hail, 111! hnil to the Mifs!c_tcif, hajll I

hai!,sll hail to thf

hall, all hail to the

>lii'hli'_u7e, haili

MilMe^tot', hiiill
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Tyru over.



i

k
fe^:^3

iir;^th iho OaLs widi*^
s^s

s)>r('Hd{n^ shade. In,

F^
^strgo , lian

p^
fe

to the

f=^
IZ.

cmwi! LOn^tvVj, In.

1==pia

i
t=; _^^^^

MriiC _ ticii \\\
'

shf

rrrf^^-i—

t.>ruwd t'un vtVcL

X^
*

^fe
Ch oriis.

^^^^^^^^:
liaiU all \\-A\ to the

H^^
Hail, all hxtil tct thi'

-Mirsif _ uic, h.tii:

^^^^
1=^

Mi(V]f _ (,u-j h;iL]i

*=:^ ii~~g:

—

^

v : ^ t^
^ :^

b -il, iHhull M> ihe Mirslo.tne, haill

n?r:ri3 3^:^^
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head ^iih Sacrt-d Misslif*! ^toe, with
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Hailp all hail In \\\v
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.^ Ie h^ 4t!jffriE L1I1 10 fiv lliT- UjIh ifaf ilir abo^r TiHU-: ^Ml
il4-iiiriiirr GfklNn C AHW^I- AHH^
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ACCOUNT of the CORXISH MAY SOMG,

I -
.

- -
. ^

The InhnbiUnU of Cornw^Il^bf^inK a rfmnant nf the Anriciu Ri^ii^n^c^ i imLLmin mij, ,1,, .^ ^,,

nom^ rvf thrir ancitnt cunlftrnft^ a*^ tbt \SVlsh do. This old traditianml BaLUd In the Tource of con 1

Jity of tb« inhabitantB of the Town and neighboiirhfJoU of HulMon^ln Cornwall. whtr^ it k &1w*ii- c
and iimvrrAplly danc-cd by th«m,on tbi; ^iglitb of May^ when they hull the Sumnicr ^Ith peculi-^if j \

'

injjp^; rural revfllry^ feftivity, and mirth. The common people call the ceremony Ffvjsnh^ imd Frft
whkh implieA pro^ippHtVj and happinnfNt and othern call itj FLOHA-day^ Thin cuttom lei^mH to h

'

jS^inatf'd from thf DkuH>s; btLanse, the fririt.i of the eaftb ar^ ih^n tf'nrtt^r; and to evctI thfSr heme- >il

"'

^tdjit ^vas u*ii#l to return tha^km to Got> for hU infinite blef^in^K ^ nn^ trt r^^oke it th* flou-ri-ibi

> profiprft of the prodtTce of the Earthj^hich '**'aa gcner^Wly cHchrsd-d on the »L?(th day of the otw n *
Thr tMstnm now U (hit: at brrsk of day, the common^iilty of 1rlFl*STO?ij gu ijito the fir-ldfl and

to leather all kineJ^ of fUiwcrn^to decoratf- :heir huts, and biflomit^to ei^oy ll5r fl<iwery meadn and ih

riiping of the birdit: and duHnj; their exciir^tioniii^ if they find any ^.eri^nji at work,they m hike Mm "A

a pole, carried on menK ^^oiilder^f to rhe rivt-r, nvcr Khith he U Tft leap in a widr plat-e^if h*^ tan-if h

cnniwr^hi: m«Rt leap in^for !enp he miiKt^orp^iV money, Afcc^ iM^ ri'^tlr sport i% 0\^r^th<-y then
turn to the Town ami brinj^ thrir ^lowery ^tfarlaoda, or Siunmer Jifp?'^c,{ Jlimthcjrn bDughs^^Sytamore ft 1

Then thty form them^iflvra Into vi*rkiUH dancing ^froL^ps^^iih V IiuVt^, *iul they jig It.hiind in haM i^U

over the town; ilatminju; k rij^hi of diiniitifi; throuja;'h .my p^rribriiaV hoiit^^-.i*- an onr dc^or^oiEt at the orh

and ID thrqujfh the ffarden: ihM\ ihey ronliJUir thHr FFOjir,- r pro^p^rmit ^-*n^^a:vd dautir^imtil k "ih dark

IPT,

f.

H»il bonnteous may^th^t doM inspire
^

Mirlh anil youth ^ and warm dealre;

, Wondn and groveh,arr of thy drcihiu|f;

Hill, and di^le^dnth bciait thy bli-fhiitg-.

Thus, '**- 7i.jiiirte ih*'e with our ^^irly Suii)^;^

*' k V-- • , \\ ,
And welcome thee, and v.'i^h thee loiij^* million.

In the afternnon, thf jj^rntry hf thr plar^.takt thi-ir Ma> tMymiiin* in part^4**,and dome ^o lo thr

f-irm^housfR in thr titi^jhliourhood lo dri^k Sillabubs, t ider^ Tt'i*, ^c; utitl wfti rwara», they irUirn ii> the

Tf>v*-n if, H Morrirr^da»cc;bwih tht- Ladirfc »orl Gcr.tlenn-n rli^intlj drplWJ in iheir summer mun-iiT^wt

Jid iidorncd ivith nohrgay*, siid aifoinpftnUd with Minfinln, whu play fur xhe dancer* thi» tridiilDtitl

Miiy-Tunc; lO they whibk it alonR" atl thro»)fh thr Orri-Tit^AuJ afl^r a fi'w il^iiuin^ fIm)-** fftih jiftnilmun

V»«1k hiH pi^riniT into tY,f Aliembly-roomj^ ^^ here thrrr 1* always a B»U that K^cniu>f; »ud fiith Brii*'!

of ti/'ir womiTipiJi their nsititF ibnplirity, »t ure rarely to be letiu There ih*y eiyu) ibfir happy d^n^-r mi.

til muppfr time; whin ibey rtpAir to their feMive huuaeh to their convivial rep»it»; thum, iKe night li rro^n,

fd wilh h*rmotiy, « well 41 t!ie day* Tlie Iisferlor cljfse» wf tJir people p»M their (^v^nliig in «lmiUr

mrrrlment »t thr piibUc hauieh, and jit oibtr plrittii;whiih i» coiuiniud until m^diUKht .with the ffTwH*

llU>Hty wnd drrorum .

To wtkttiue the iitmtner v»«a k trry nclent ntitom mOBg ihr old Britwni^^by ihi ix^imher of May

-

Carota^whUb arc t*ill preaeriml fmonij: ibr WeUbjaiid indfrdjt U an unUemiil ciivtoni kmonj| nioti ml.

tiAna. Tbr month of Hl^y, ;iini>i»x the aju lent Rumanik » hkh lOinwet ratrd tki M vi 4,(be d^uKh*'* "^ ^'<-*S

pd mothrr of Mi^»mi'K%, I Ull* Chrmiii le imnliunh Kht^ H«-tir> ib« ci)(hili , ^nd tjurrii tatbrrmri j[0.

Iftg m MuiriJiJC, fraiii Ivirrnt^uh lo tlu bi^h Mn^uiid of ihat^«ti>it- blll^simiiiiijntvd ^hb num I ur>l^ «»*>

• -
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P^^Ro— bin HoQcf and Lit- tU ?n>^n tT*.,. u *v " ^^ ^^i™ „*-ii- _ iitr jonnj, they both arr ^one to Fiir .Q"

/^ ChurUs the ^. time^

)^ for to chiise _o the BiitW and !>;&«; i^ith Ha _ Un tft^ ^itiR' "*

^T^n
erry O.

^^^ 1^^^^^ •

\^V wlili lip UN ROOh as day— O, for to fetrli \\\^ hummer home^ the Sum _ - mer,aTid thi:

^^ pp^

^mmm
for Siimm*^r iT a^ rome-O: And winte j^oni o^ and

»sm^ ^s
cre«!V^ T' Chorus th« ^'*time> ^r^

:-ll,. brK- >>i.mh oj Mu^.r., whuh U r.rrUcI m; ^ puk on .m«. .hoi,1d,r^.

t
t„Ll «(...- i. .)..• r.1.mi, ..r M.v. or of -ny -W n,.,„<h : .n<l W, i. v, 1>., .h.y

c^l
Tutlk Otrr
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3» ^erse.

f^ Of alL the kinifuLinffu In Christ.cn _ dom, King Gcorify e rieht-O; [n

gE^^^rr- fii ^i^sp

^. VerM.

Blrfi Buni Mary wiih puw , er mid itiinht ; CmkJ »rml um |tr«ir In mrwws Kugliftd.
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(^^ r r ^b-kjT^^ng^

'
f

Probably tjir b^roT-t-i^cimg Ballad is only a pairt of the oiiginfll roriwsh May Sonjf ^ the remiimdtr

U now frirg;r>itrn; frrjuie of it evidently jippe^irs to be i^ncient , and part modi-rsi; thut ih^ Komr vr^rt«rA hwre

been added jit drtYcreiil periods ; a<.tordihK to the circiimft-tiues of the timeii^like those of God tiave thr

KImK- Aunt MMiti^ n^emiNned in tht- .*'*' flinia^ may probably allude to Queen Mary^in ivhose reign,

(hr vsir Wi!i not ullic^^ethir siKcefhfuls AUo» aet^ordhi^ to tradition th^rc wan an old Liuly it HelKtoHj

whosf' name v-j* M**ry, *vho liied to give libationA of liquor ta thr iiibabitant-i^ on the eve of Fldra-dxy^

(hfnLin>C »*be lAii^ rs-n L-mbered in their 8o]i>!;^

Tbe Town \rn>v of HklsTOn^ la S. MlCllAFJ^ filayin)^ the Drajfon. Thr ton^mon tradition i^^that

a fkry^Dra^oii n^ day\ of old^ threatened di-rtructinn to the Town; but that the ^oddcf^ FlOka, having

collected huth ],ovh4rfui udourN of flowerii , whoi^v: prrfiimen filled thi; tiir,th« monlter kept aloof^and M^

tbfti m^^n^, fb^ pi .re wjit preierved

«

» "Tiikr it upon ihiH condition;

''It hold?* credit by trHditionT =* *

Mtrry MitHAl-h^thi^ celfbrntid CorniOi port, who floui-ijihrd nboiit the ytir Vl^iO, wrote against Hl-NHVof

Ai HAMHH, poel L*UfP»t to King H**nry the (hird,(who had plaj^d upon the CornUh-meii,ai the fujf-end

of the world J in di-fi-riie of hii Country, ha* these vrrtc*;

''Twert' necdU-f* to recount their wondrous «t«re','

Villi wenlTh *nd fair provtPiions for the poorj

"In Fi*h,.naTlnii,they know no rlv«l»hore;'

Tbc Cor^w.lUMn. are .l.o f-mo«. for wre.tlUff, *nd hurlm^. AM in King Arthuryin^e.they were

faouourtd vUh thr pumi of honour, ol beinK »»5-*'d in tbt^ front of Bsille.
.

4Ji

j^



100
Ffiirwel Glandtlyn ,„i5^ £rmi '^cihn^J 'r^a/r//r^C,

Y Gwr ai Farch y/onn
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"Dyfyrwcli leuan Delynor T}^\\^ '^^-'/^^f-^^* **'i -/( i't^ft//f' M/^J ///.tt^^^^^

^ Ned Y Go. .^'LyiQ/A'e ^irJ/A .

psfp

Y Oyddcyntafo X*-^t..^yA. .>i;y/9^.'<<'.-./..<-+T.,„T„..M.

LaTTiniaa Dftyj^^^r <hr Fini of Aii^v^t i^ iu;]>pLhi.^J

j^
» tu hr «E[i i 4llriij,bvLiiiit rt^rnirrlf ^W^ |hi.1 djy muf fM^a'^fi

cjrlip'fcv^i- bfTvnifr^ tHi bi Lkbi; « Ijinh *ltv^ imoCh^irib
hii^h hti^Ii/^ Dye h 0V DUnonuj.^
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