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PREFACE TO THE REVISED EDITION.

Tae present edition of the * Woman of Samaria' lays claim to no merit except that
of comparing the original full score in the autograph of the Composer, the instrumental
and choral parts, and the pianoforte scores in the folio edition of 1868 and in the octavo
edition of 1873. This comparison has suggested two principles, which have been followed
throughout ; the first, that on the whole the full score, written in 1867 and 1868, represents
the intentions of the Composer; the second, that in & very few cases, the pianoforte score
of 1878 contains afterthoughts, which he did not always incorporate in the full score. It
might perhaps be supposed that in all cases this pianoforte score, being later, is also more
final. DBut it was in the main simply a transcript of the folio edition of 1868 ; and trifling
errors which had crept into the one were allowed to pass into the other. The full score
therefore is the chief authority for the text of the ¢ Woman of Samaria,” and, as such, will
shortly be published. It is only in & very few and usually unimportant instances that the
pianoforte score can be preferred. Accordingly, with these exceptions, it has now been
brought into almost complete agreement with the full score.

Some discrepancies, however, of a different kind seemed too important to be removed
from the pianoforte score :—

(1) Pago 19, stave 8, bars 4-6. The reading of the full score here is virtually a repe-
tition of the corresponding phrase (see stave 2, bar 5, and stave 8, bars 1 and 2) thus :—

(2) Page 52, stave 3. The concluding symphony stands thus in the full score :—
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(3) Page 24, stave 8, bars 1 and 2, tenor part. In this passage the larger notes
represent the reading of the full score, and the small notes that of the previous octavo edition.

The most important novelty in this edition is the introduction of a Soprano Air
(No. 154). This Air was completed by Sir W. Sterndale Bennett, and has been found among
the manuscripts which he left at his death. Not a note has to be introduced, and not a note
altered in the full score. At the same time the Composer is not responsible for the pianoforte
accompaniment, which has been arranged from his score. In justification of so bold a step
as the introduction of a new number, it is interesting to point out that he felt that the
Woman of Samaria ought to sing a Song of Conversion in the portion of the Cantata in
which the new Air is placed. It is clear also from the original Preface (p. iii.), that he
thought of her as an impulsive woman, who would naturally be carried from worldliness
into the opposite extreme of religious devotion. By the insertion of the new Air into the
present edition, it is hoped that this conception of the character will be completed, while
the Soprano part will be made more important, and the weight of the succession of choral
movements in the later part of the work will be relieved.

Oxrorp, November, 1879. THOMAS CASE.



PREFACE.

“No Christian scholar,” says Dr. Clarke, one of the earliest English travellers in the
Holy Land, * has perhaps ever attentively read the fourth chapter of St. John, without being
struck with the numerous internal evidences of truth which crowd upon the mind in its
perusal.

* Within so small a compass it is impossible to find in other writings so many sources
of reflection and of interest. Independently of its importance as a theological document, it
concentrates so much information, that a volume might be filled with its singular illustration
of the history of the Jews and the geography of the country.”

The accounts which we have of the ancient Samaritans have come to us chiefly through
their inveterate enemies, the Jews; whose contempt and hatréd were apparently excited by
their being & mixed race, of doubtful genealogy, and schismatical creed. Our Lord declares
that * they worshipped they knew not what;’ which seems to imply that although they
cherished, in common with the Jews, the expectation of a Messiah, their worship had an
idolatrous tincture ; they ¢ feared the Lord,” but, if they did not still ¢ serve graven images "
like their ancestors, they did not worship God as a Spirit.

Of all the special localities of Our Lord's life in Palestine, says o more recent traveller
than Dr. Clarke, namely, Dr. Stanley, the present Dean of Westminster,* the well of Jacob
is almost the only one absolutely undisputed. At the mouth of the Valley of SBhechem two
slight breaks are visible in the midst of the vast plain of corn—one a white Mussulman chapel,
and the other a few fragments of stone. The first of these covers the alleged tomb of Joseph,
buried there in the parcel of ground which his father Jacob bequeathed to him, his favourite
son. The second marks the undisputed site of the well, now neglected and choked up by the
ruins which have fallen into it; but still with every claim to be considered the original well,
sunk deep into the rocky ground by  our father Jacob,” who had retained enough of the customs
of the earlier families of Abraham and Isaac, to mark his first possession by digging a well, * to
give drink thereof to himself, his children and his cattle.”” This at least was the tradition of
the place, in the last days of the Jewish people, and its position adds probability to the
conclusion; indicating, as has been well observed, that it was there dug by one who could not
trust to the fresh springs so near ih the adjacent vale, which still belonged to the hostile or
strange Canaanites. If this be so, we have here an actually existing monument of the prudential
character of the old Patriarch—as though we saw him offering the mess of pottage, or
compassing his ends with Laban, or guarding against the sudden attack of Esau ; fearful lest,
he ¢ being few in number, the inhabitants of the land should gather themselves together
against him, and slay him and his house.”” By a singular fate, this authentic and expressive
memorial of the earliest dawn of Jewish history became the memorial no less authentic and
expressive of its sacred close.

* Sinai and Palestine, Chapter V.



PREFACE. iii

By the edge of this well, in the touching language of the ancient hymn, ¢ Querens me,
sedisti lassus,” here, on the great road through which ¢ He must needs go ' when ¢ He left
Judsa, and departed into Galilee,” He halted, as travellers still halt, in the noon or evening
of the spring day by the side of the well, amongst the relics of a former age. Up that
passage through the valley, His disciples ¢ went away into the city " which He did not enter.
Down the same gorge came the woman to draw water, according to the unchanged custom of
the East, which still, in the lively concourse of veiled figures round the wayside wells reproduces
the images of Rebekah, and Rachel, and Zipporah. Above them, as they talked, rose ¢ this
mountain "’ of Gerizim, crowned by the Temple, of which the vestiges still remain, where the
fathers of the Samaritan sect * said men ought to worship,” and to which still, after s many
centuries, their descendants turn as to the only sacred spot in the universe—the strongest
example of local worship now existing in the world, in the very face of the principle there first
announced, that the sacredness of local worship was at an end. ¢ And round about them as
He and she thus sate or stood by the well, spread far and wide the noble plain of waving
corn.”

In setting the narrative of the journey of Our Lord into Samaria to musie, the Composer
seems to have attempted no.dramatic form, but has contented himself with giving the story
exactly as it stands in the Bible; for the most part distributing the text among three declaimers,
the larger share of the declamation being assigned to the Contralto singer, whose music is at
all times of & grave and dignified character.

The words attributed to Our Saviour are, with one exception, assigned to the Bass vcioe,
the greatest care being taken that the singer who recites this portion of the text shall appear
only as a narrator, and in no degree attempt to personate a character.

Withregard to the “ Woman of S8amaria ' herself, it will be plainly seen that the Composer
has treated her as a secular and worldly character, though not without indications here and
there of that strong intuitive religious feeling which has never been denied to her. This
feeling is especially shown when she says, ¢ I know that Messias cometh ; when He is come He
will tell us all things.” Also, towards the end of the narrative, where she passionately exclaims
to the Samaritans, ¢ Come see & Man Who told me all the things that ever I did: is not this
the Christ 2"

The Chorus almost entirely enact the part of moralists, the words which they sing being
selected from Scripture, so as to be appropriate to the situations which arise in the course of
the narrative. In the Chorus of the people, * Now, we believa,” it is hard.ly necessary to say
that the words are declaimed as part of the narrative.



THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA

A SACRED CANTATA

THE MUSIC COMPOSED BY

WILLIAM STERNDALE BENNETT

PROFESSOR OF MUSIC IN THE UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.

This Work was composed for, and first performed at the Birmingham Festival, August 27, 1867.

INTRODUCTION wrre CHORALE,*
Ye Christian people, now rejoice,
To God your praises bringing,
That we, united heart and voice,
In holy joy are singing
What Christ hath given to man below,
And of His triumph o'er the foe,
Whom He for us hath conquered.

FROM THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. JOHN.
CHAPTER IV,

§. Then cometh [Jesus] to & city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to the parccl of
ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.

6. Now Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on
the well : and it was about the sixth hour.

CHORUS.

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he hath visited and redeemed his people.
And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us in the house of his servant David.
—§St. Luke i. 68, 69.
7. There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water : Jesus saith unto her, Give me to drink.

9. Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it tlat thou, being & Jew, asketh
drink ef me, which am a woman of Samaria ?

® The Melody of this Chorale (erroneously known as Luther’s Hymn) was first printed in the *¢ Geistliche Lieder,”
at Wittenberg, in 1635. Tho words are translated from the old hymn,  Ban freut tuch lichen €hristeng’ mein,” in
which the melody was originally sung in Germany.—J. K., Translator,
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Jesus answered and said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is that
saith to thee, Give me to drink : thou wouldst have asked of him, and he would have
given thee living water.

CHORUS.
For with thee is thewell of life ; and in thy light shall we see light.—Psalm xxxvi. 9.

The woman saith unto him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and the well is deep:
from whence then hast thou that living water ?

ATR—SorraNo.

Art thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank thereof him.
self, and his children, and his cattle ?

Jesus answered and said unto her,

ATR—Bass.
‘Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst again.

. But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the

water that I shall give him shall be in him & well of water springing up into ever-
lasting life.

. The woman saith unto him, Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not, neither come

hither to draw.

CHORUS.

T'herefore with joy shall ye draw water out of the wells of salvation.—Isaish xii. 3.
And thing ears shall hear a word behind thee saying, This is the way, walk yé in it

' —Isaieh xxx. 21.
Jesus saith unto her, Go, call thy husband and come hither.

The woman answered and said, I have no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou hast
well said, I have no husband :

For thou hast had five husbands : and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband : in
that saidst thou truly.

AIR—ConTrALTO.

O Lord, thou hast searched me out, and known me: thow knowest my downsitting, and mine

uprising: thou understandest my thoughts long before.

For lo, there is not a word in my tongue: but thow, O Lord, knowest it altogether.
—Psalm cxxxix. 1, 8.

19. The woman saith unto him, Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet.

20. Our fathers worshipped in this mountain; and ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place

where men ought to worship.
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21, Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall, neither in
this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father.

22. Yo worship ye know not what; we know what we worship : for salvation is of the Jews.

23, But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in
spirit and in truth : for the Father seeketh such to worship him.

CHORUS.

Therefors they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow together to the good-
ness of the Lord, for wheat and for wine, and for oil, and for the younyg of the flock and of the herd ;
and their soul shall be as a twatered garden; and they shall not sorrow any more at all.—
Jeremiah xxxi. 12.

QUARTETT—PRINCIPALS—(UNACCOMPANIED).
24. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

25. The woman saith unto him, I know that Messias cometh, which is called Clrist: when
he is come, he will tell us all things.

26. Jesus saith unto her, I that speak unto thee am he.

CHORUS—(OrGAN ACCOMPANIMENT ONLY).

Who s the inage of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creaturs.—Colossians i. 15.
28. The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and saith to the men,
29. Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did : is not this the Christ ?
80. Then went they out of the city, and came unto him.

CHORUS.
Come, O Israel, let us walk as sons of light, not as children of darkness.

Let us walk in the light of God.

ATR—SopraNo.

T will love Thee, O Lord, my strength. So shall I be'saved; for Thou wilt save the
afflicted people. —Pealm xviii. 1, 8, 27.
89. And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on him for the saying of the woman

which testified, He told me all that ever I did.

40. So when the Samaritans were come upto him, they besought him that he would tarry
with them : and he abode there two days.



ALLA CHORALE.

Abide with me, fast falls the eventide :

The darkness deepens ; Lord with me abide.
When other helpers fail, and comforts flee,
Help of the helpless, then abids with me.

I need Thy presence every passing hour ;

What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s power ¢
Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be ?
Through cloud and sunshine, Lord, abide with me.

I fear no foe, with Thee at hand to bless ;
1lls have no weight, and tears no bitterness ;
Where is death’s sting? where, grave, thy victory ?
I triumph still, if Thou abide with me.
41. And many more believed because of his own word :

42. And said unto the woman,

CHORUS OF THE PEOPLE.

Now we believe, not because of thy saying : for wo have heard him oursolves, and know
that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world.

ATR—Texor.

His salvation is nigh them that fear him, that glory may dicell in our land ;
Yea, the Lord shall shew loving-kindness: and our land shall give her increase.
—DPsalm Ixxxv. 9, 12

CHORUS.
1 will call upon the Lord, who is worthy to be praised.—Psalm xviii. 3.

CHORUS.
Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel. Amen. Amen.—Psalm lxxii, 18.
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THE WOMAN OF SAMARIA.

A Faeeed Gantata,
WILLIAM STERNDALE BENNETT.

Mus: Prof: Cantab.
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NO 22. CHORUS—''AND BLESSED, BLESSED BE THE LORD.”
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