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HISTORICAL NOTES.

Jouxn Sepastian Baca was fifty-two years old when he completed his Mass in B minor known
as Die hohe Messe, the Grand or High Mass. This stupendous creation of his mighty genius
occupied him, on and off, about six years. The Credo was probably written first, in 1731 or
1782; the Kyrie and Gloria follewed in 1733 ; the date of the Sanctus is probably 17385,
possibly a little later ; and the work was almost certainly completed by 1787.

Like Bacli's four other Masses, the Kyrie and Gloria of the B minor Mass originally
formed an independent composition. In the autograph manuseript of these two movements,
the inseription Fine S. D. GlL.—Bach’s way of denoting the close of his compositions—is
written at the end of each; moreover, it is certain that the Kyrie and Glorie only were
presented by the composer to the Duke of Saxony, when Bach petitioned his Royal Iighness
for the office of Court Kapellmeister. Spitta, in his ¢ Life of Bach’ (Iinglish edn., vol. iii.,
p- 88), gives the text of this petition, which, with the autograph manuscript above referred to,
1s still preserved in the private library of the King of Saxony. Here is the petition, in all the
fulsomeness which characterised such documents at that time:

To the most illustrious Prince and Lord, the Lord Friedrich August, King and Prince of Poland

and Lithuania, Duke of Saxony, &e., &c., my most gracious Sovereign,
Most illustricus Elector,
Most gracious Lord.

I lay before your Kingly Majesty this trifling work (or proofj of the science which I have been able
to attain in musie, with the very humble petition that you will be pleased to regard it, not according
to the measure of the meanness of the composition, but with a gracious eye, as befits your Majesty’s
world-famed clemency, and condescend to take me under your Majesty’s most mighty protection.
Tor some years, and up to the present time, I have had the direction of the music in the two
principal churches in Leipzig; but I have had to suffer, though in all innocence, from one and
another vexatious cause—at different timés a diminution of the fees connected with this function,
and which might be withheld altogether unless your Kingly Majesty will show me grace and confer
upon me a Pradicate of your Majesty’s Court Capelle, and will issue your high command to the
proper persons for the granting of a patent to that effect. And such a gracious acceding to my most
humble petition will bind me by infinite obligations; and I hereby offer myself in most dutiful
obedience to prove my indefatigable diligence in composing church musie, as well as in your orchestra,
whenever it is your Kingly Majesty’s most gracious desire, and to devote my whole powers to your
Majesty’s service, remaining with constant fidelity your Kingly Majesty’s most humble and obedient
servant,

Dresden, July 27, 1733. JOHANN SEBASTIAN BacH.

As in some of his larger works—e.g., ¢ The Christmas Oratorio '—Bach borrowed material
from his other compositions for his great Mass in B minor.  The extent of these borrowings
is set forth by Spitta in his ¢ Life ’ of the master (vol. iii., pp. 87-84).

The Mass in B minor was not published till quite fifty years after Bach's death—that is,
early in the nineteenth century—part by Nigeli, of Zurich, and part by Simrock, of Bonn.
No performance of the work seems to have been given during the composer’s lifetime.

Emmanuel Bach gave at Hamburg—previous to 1788, the year of Lis death—a performoance
of the Credo, with an independent orchestral introduction of his own!  Doubtless
stimulated by the rovival, by Mendelssoln, of the ¢St. Matthew Passion 1 1829, the
earliest performance of both portions of the Mass was probably in 1885, when it was sung

by the Sing-Alkademie of Berlin, where it had long been rehearsed by Zelter.



v HISTORICAL NOTES.

The first performance of Bach’s B minor Mass in England was given in St. James’s
Hall, Regent Street, on April 26, 1876, under the direction of the late Otto Goldschmidt.
For this performance a special choir, Madame Jenny Lind Goldschmidt being one of
the sopranos, was constituted, which soon after became a permanent organization entitled
The Bach Choir. ‘

Portions of the Mass had, however, been previously performed in this country. The
Choral Harmonists sang the Credo from ¢the first grand Mass’ (most probably the B minor),
May 1, 1838. On the 28rd of the same month three movements were sung at the Ancient
Concerts— Gloria in excelsis, Qui sedes, and Quoniam tu solus. At St. Martin’s Hall, March 19,
1851, John Hullah performed the Credo. The Bach Society (founded in 1850) gave the first
eleven movements of the work at King’s College, July 24, 1860. Twice during the year 1868
Henry Leslie included the Sanctus at his concerts of February 20 and March 26. In 1840
the Sacred Harmonic Society (then under Surman’s conductorship) rehearsed the Mass, but
no performance of it was ever given by the Society. In conclusion, a memorable rendering of
the work was given at the Leeds Musical Festival of 1886, conducted by Sir Arthur Sullivan,
who prepared this edition of the Mass for that occasion.

Further details of these performances are contained in a series of articles on ¢ Bach’s
Music in England,” by the present writer, which appeared in Tar Musicar, TmeEs from
September to December, 1896.

F. G. EDWARDS.

October, 1907.

EDITORIAL NOTE.

The few marks of expression used in this edition were inserted by me for the performance
of the Mass at the Leeds Festival of 1886. I have employed them very sparingly, so that
the breadth and grandeur of the work might not be impaired. They are indications of
degrees of force, rather than of expression. In every case I have been guided either by the
character of the music or by the meaning of the words.

ARTHUR SULLIVAN.

October, 1886.

Some additional marks of expression, largely based on those in the chorus-parts
prepared by Mr. Otto Goldschmidt for the Bach Choir, have been added to the present
edition.

February, 1908.
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