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94 Secretary, Mahler, Alma Mahler, Combo

- On the screen, we see elegant, tranquil scenes from the 1910’s: close-up photographs of a Viennese cafe table,
elegantly set; a garden; a large, white woman’s hat-} ; long gloves.

On stage, GUSTAV MAHLER enters with ALMA MAHLER, and Gustav's male SECRETARY. They all wear
identt:fying name-banners. [Headlines on the film screen behind them identify them in more detail.] The
.S:ecretary jammers away at Alma, who is distraughtly trying to listen to the Secretary while she is , at the same
time, having an important conversation with her husband. Gustav is oblivious to the Secretary--doesn’t see him

or hear him.

Holty mpderals ca 4= @0

s 4 v (745, declamanch)

SECRETARY (speaking to Alma throughout the scenel)

Maestro breakfasts at 6, composes till 9,
then to the Opera; be sure he’s on time.

No moment lost; no interruption.
Or what a cost, what an eruption!

When rehearsals are done,
he’ll lunch home at one.
(If he’s postponed,

I’ll advise you by phone.)

No moment lost: no interruption.

Or what a cost, what an eruption!

After lunch, a long walk,

tea at 5; time for some talk.

Back to the Opera to rehearse or perform.
Home for late supper. Be sure that it's warm

(repeat sotto voce throughout the Jollowing duet)
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" Note: The music for this section is freely adapted from a song by Alma Mabhler.
The text is derived from letters of Alma and Gustav on the eve of their
marriage.
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