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PREFACE.

Tie more frequent performance, during the last few years, of the five-part
polyphonic setting of the Litany, specially composed upon the old plainsong by
Thomas Tallis, has drawn a more general attention to the fact that this fine work
deals only with the first division of the Service, and that the principal remaining
divisions still await an appropriate polyphonic treatment, liturgically correct, and, in
fact, analogous to that employed by the Master in the part undertaken by him.  The
important choral portion, for instance, properly called the Anthem, beginning at
O Lord arise, &e., and concluding with the Gloria Palre, is stll simply intoned
with inflexions, although the special polyphonic treatment which it ought to receive
is distinctly indicated by the Introit form of the text; the Suffrages also, which
should be sung to melodics of their own by the two sides of the choir alternately,
still remain, musically, as mere adaptations of those in use at Morning and Evening
Prayer, and are performed in the same manner.’

In venturing now to put forward polyphonic settings of the Anthem and
Suffrages with a view to their possible occasional use in place of the cxisting make-
shifts, I must emphatically disavow any intention of * finishing ” the work of Tallis,
in the sense, that is to say, of completing the neglected portions with music in
exactly the same style as his.  Indeed, cven if such an imitation were desirable,
it would be impossible to accomplish, since the rules of composition which governed
the work of Tallis in his Litanies were derived, not from the general sixteentn
century practice of the continental schools, which came to perfection during his lifetime,
and has since remained classic, but from the old native contrapuntal methods sti'l
¢ the carly part of his career.

<

To this old English system, which became obsolete before 1560, belongs, for

prevailing in England durin

instance, the curious passage given by Tallis to the first and second Alto upon the
words miiserable siuners, and deliver us, and to the first Alto and the Tenor at Zear
us, good Lord. The constant repetition of this passage imparts an air of archaism to
the whole of Tallis’s fine setting, which for this reason mayv perhaps be thought to
have its place among the carliest of his compositions for the reformed Service,

The work of Tallis, which I have here printed once more complete, from
Barnard’s edition, with certain emendations, is written, as has been said, upon the
old plainsong of the Latin Litany, adapted to the English words, and this will be
found throughout either in the Treble or Tenor.  The work which I have attempted,
on the other hand, is in frce polyphony, with a plainsong only in the psalm-verse,
and is modelled, as regards the variety of its treatment, upon certain compositions in
Byrd's Gradualia, which were considered as applicable to the case. i, E.\W.

! See the Rev. WL H. Frere's edition of * The History of the Bock of Common Prayer.”
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COLLECT FOR THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY.
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TWO ANTHEMS.

FOR FOUR VOICES.

“O LORD, WHO NEVER FAILEST.”

COLLECT FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY.

“GRANT, WE BESEECH THEE,
MERCIFUL LORD.”

COLLECT FOR THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY.
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COLLECT FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY.
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COLLECT FOR THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY.
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