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“Castle Agrazant”

Opera in Two Acts
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CHARACTERS
Isabeau . . .. ... ... .. . Soprano
Richard of Agrazant, - Crusader . . . . . . . Tenor
Geoffrey of Lisiac,-rejected suitor of Isabeau. . . . Baritone
A Knight of Lisiae. . . . . . . . . . | Baritone
A Young Boy . . . .. . . Mezso-Soprano or Boy
An Old Minstrel . . . . . . . . . . . Bass
A Herald . . .. ... . . . . . | Baritone
An Old Servant in the Castle of Agrazant. . . . Mute part

Knights, Warriors, Retainers of Lisiac,
Noblemen and Ladies of Lisiac,

Fugitive Knights of the Cross

Place: An imaginary Region of Northern France.

Period: Subsequent to the Last Crusade. 1290






Castle Agrazant
Act I
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Sunset of a hot, “yellow day?” The foliage is dry and parched, the leaves turning yellow .
A clear sky, but tinted with Rose and Violet toward the horizon.
As the sun sinks lower, long shadows fall across the stage toward the woods at the Left.

With the rz's’ing of the Curtain, is seen a Mediaeval Castle to the Right.

An elevated terrace fills the right half of the stage, a small, high turret, back center, sur-
mounted by a staff und the banner of Agrazant.

To the Left, woods and a little cemetary.

To the rear, a rough road seems to descend into a deep, puirple valley.

In the far distc :ce is seen the steep declivities of the Tower of Lisiac, the tower silhouetted in
black at the very summit.

At the lower, main entrance (R) sleeps an old, gray-bearded Servant.

On the terrace platform, a small cradle covered with a white embroidered cloth _a chair and
Jancy writing table.

Against the rear wall of the ferrace, a small oratory, with burning candles, a prayer-desk, a
Sigure of the “Crucifixion” with 2 step platform.

Entrance to terrace, on high to the right.



Act I. Scene
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(Geoffrey with a band of relainers
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approaches from the rear, in a spirtt of rough bravado.)
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CHORUS: (shouted) Yohe for Agrazant! Where is the knight? The Lady remains! Blessed
Crusader! The walls are deserted! What hollow echoes! (Zaughter)
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(Isabeau runs wildly up to the turret, searches the distunce and returus.)
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Pin Lento

(Sinking in tears on the parapet, her head falling on her arm.)
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(Isabeau hastily writes upon a bit of paper which she conceals beneatn the eradle pillow.)
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(The old servant awakes at the assault. His helmet is struck from his head and he falls moritally
wounded.)
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With a scream, Isabeaw fulls unconscious at the crucifix as the men appear at the upper .
door. They seize her roughly, overturning the furniture, and hasten back to Geoffrey. At
sight of her, the latter seizes her passionately and surrvounded by his retainers, he mounts

his horse and gallops away in the direction from whence he came.

» Night has gradually closed in.
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CHORUS OF FUGITIVE KNIGHTS, approaching from afar. (Left front)

TENORI outside
g < __>"
W) "p N | | | |
. " . . LS | 1”1 l. 1 3
= - i X
7
Heart-wea -1y, on - wardtoil-ing, Aim - less our wan - dring.
é:
"P L | | | | 1 | E—
L 1 —1- 1 g i3

L $ )
-
=y 3
- o3 €3 r A ! A -
V_ANRAS A V) r. | [y l 1
T 1 1 1
— — d_-
z = ve
col SUE-memnst A col 8
ﬂf y 4
‘ dl { ! 1 3 e l i lq 1 ) | 4 3 |
1 ¥ 1 . ¥ N . r 4 ]
o e ——
J R i i = B
Down-cast, we suf - fer, No heal-ing balm!
N AN | ! Lo I .
0 I { S e A |
] 1 T o ) | " N } ‘ﬂfz‘- £ _}
1 1 1 T 1 1 1 1 i 1] 1
1 t t T | | v '
espr.
)] s —
Eé #—=- T —-— e
pu - X o 14 0
. F Z £ 2
oy —_ [ V,J ] | ] |
< “'% - 1 & < i Y“
S col U4, E
.
O u ”‘lfl i | i , 1 i —
) A 'ﬂﬂ - } ; ln_ . ¥ | 1 | | | . —1 . §
¢ 1 l I T
No sa-cred vow sur - viv -ing, light-ens our
. W T S P——
g/}: ?“ﬁ - i = 1 T i T T —
\u ) S— s - 1
’ I = T
[}
4 ) - - -
e : = : :
¢ bz
L - | E— - v 3 4 ?
b | é [y =

1
1
XX
()
oo
<
Q
Ll
Ol
Tl




41

1 ]

’
ﬁ

d ) e
Nﬂ oML 2 TR um-u._. d b 5
> -~ I L A 2
u S Ml T . e T ) ! e
el 2 T — 5 —N b Rt
M = = P & TN i
N a mh ol plié , _ 2

L $ ]

I
{
1
{
2
T
of
|
f
b
3
aid

-
o
\/
»
1
T

H 5 i BIMILL
LY - A i 1 AR S 4 - i & it #\,
b w HL &= u-n
A ] m R S Pl TR &
" \ T T v l.ﬁ_ '
4 = TR ks N TR N — — <
-3 o | e E
jrofpenen freeemnpend - p p\'A
o n...aﬁ a: = T \\
TN E T e L nank ) 2 / .
_ [ - 1
M- & TN N I i

No

aid,

-
sua
7
o
L
|
—

S @
col

lend us Thine

1
1 1
1
N
r 4
[
v 2
PN
1
o
espr.
= &i

(8]

Ra

P

. —nl l
) = i & &
" _ R 5 TR e 3 ¢
g
o2 a2 £33

i &nw.n 13 E: aw. o 4 i
N €™ N S N ™ i

R Rt g sang R eg—]



42

(Enter Chorus from L. front and slowly sink down to rest, in disorder.)
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Act II- Scene I

A4 Throng of Bunquetters. Lively Festivity. From L. to R. sit, first the Knights and
Ladies, then the lesser warriors, and so on to the least (mpurtant courtiers at extreme IL.

Servants with large wine jugs serve the wine, one altending cspecially tv the needs of Geoffrey.

A coustant stream of Servants presided over by a Steward, passes in and out of the door,
R bearing in masses of food on great (rays of silver and hrass, as well as huge gourds of
red wine from which the large table reservoirs are replenished. This service continues

until Geoffrey’s song .

Grand Festival Hall of Lisiac Tower

MIDNIGHT : - A dim atmosphere charged with a thin blue veil of smcke from the burning
torches and logs. Bright woonlight penetrdtes the high studded windows, L. fall-
ing upon the K. end of the table, where sit GEOFFREY and ISABEAL.
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down at the foot of the throne, weeping hysterically.)
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(Geoffrey’s sword falls shattered. The Monk reveals himself as
Richard. Isabeau rushes between them. Geof. intercepts her
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(4 hour later.

Scene II

A Forest - Near Lisiac

Moonlight.

From the rear, a faint red glow as of a conflagration.

Left fore-

ground a rocky, heavily wooded hillside, Dense forest to Right. A tiny stream falls downthrough
the rocks. A colossal tree, L. center. Brilliant stars dot the sky.)
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(Richard enters slowly, L. supporting Isabeau
who proceeds with great pain and futigue)
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