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NOTE

Sixty or seventy years ago, in that raw but not unpicturesque period known in

14

the United States as “before the war,” there flourished an unique form of public
entertainment which went by the name of “Negro Minstrelsy.” The Minstrel Show
exploited, in a more or less burlesque manner, the naive character of the southern
darky. His songs, sayings, dances, and stories were reproduced upon the stage to the
delight and amusement of the people. Genuine Negro Minstrelsy, however, is now
a thing of the past and has been for well-nigh forty years. As it originally pic-
tured the lighter side of the life of the Negro slave, its ultimate disappearance fol-
lowed quite naturally upon the disappearance of slavery itself. Despite the fact
that the larger part of the songs composed for the Minstrel Show were poor in
quality and have descended to a deserved oblivion, there still remain in the minds
of the people many melodies from that period, the vigor and heart-touching quali-
ties of which cannot be gainsaid.

Such are “Old Folks at Home,” “Dixie,” “Zip Coon,” etc. As for “ Old Folks
at Home,” it is perhaps the most widely known and well-loved song in the country;
“Dixie” has become a true national song and no patriotic gathering is complete
without it; while one hears “Zip Coon” sung on the streets of New York as well
as fiddled in the back country towns. These melodies and many like them, origi-
nally composed for the Minstrel Show, form perhaps the nearest approach to true
folksong to be found at present in America.

It is from this soil of popular song, redolent of ‘“Minstrel” memories, that my
“Humoresque” has grown, and in it I have tried to reflect the spirit of comedy,
pathos, and rollicking mirth which found expression in the Minstrel Show of the

olden days.
HENRY F. GILBERT.

ORCHESTRA

2 Tlutes, 2 Oboes, 2 Clarinets, 2 Bassoons, 4 Horns, 2 Trumpets, 3 Trombones,
Tuba, Timpani, Bass Drum, Snare Drum, Glockenspiel, Triangle, Strings, Harp.
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