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[ETOILE DU NORD.

PERSONS REPRESENTED.

Prascovia (Niece of Reinhold) ... Soprano.
Naravie (a Vivandiére) Soprano.
Exmvoxa (a Vivandiére) Mezzo-Soprano.
CarreriNE (Sister of George Skavronski)... Mezzo-Soprano.
GEeorcE Seavronskr (a Teacher of Music) ... Tenor.
Danmwowrrz (a Pastrycook, afterwards a Colonel) ... Tenor.
Ismarmorr (a Cossack Officer) ... Tenor.
A WoRrkmMAN ... Tenor.
Perer tHE CzAR (a Carpenter) ... Bass.
Grrrzengo (a Corporal of Grenadiers) ... Bass.
SceereMETIEFF (8 Russian General) Bass.
Yermororr (a Russian Colonel) ... Bass.
Remaowp (a Tavern-keeper) ... Bass.
A SENTINEL ... Bass.
Crorus oF WOMEN S

. ViLLace GirLg S.S.A.

’ WOREMEN ... S.8.1T.7T.B.B.

ys Recrurrs ... S.S.T.T.B.B.

’ Musrtciaxs ... T.B.

. SoLDIERS T.T.B.B.

’s Karnvucks ... . T.T.B.B.

In the First Act the scene is laid in Finland; in the Second Act in the Russian camp;
the Third Act in the palace of the Czar at St. Petersburg.

ARGUMENT.

Tae opera opens with a village scene. Some carpenters are discovered resting
during their dinner hour, Peter alone continuing at work. To them, as they sing in
praise of leisure, appears Danilowitz, the pastrycook, and offers them his wares. Dani-
lowitz asks after Catherine, who is usually to be found at this hour selling liquor to the
workmen. They tell him she is staying at home to-day, and provoke Peter by their
banter about his lover’s grief at her absence. A drinking chorus in praise of Finland
follows, whereupon Danilowitz drinks to the Czar, and raises a quarrel between himself
and the workmen, Peter taking his side in it. = The quarrel is ended by the sound of the
bell recalling them to labour. Danilowitz then asks Peter how he, a Russian, comes to
be in Finland, Peter tells him, and asks him in return about himself. Danilowitz
says he purposes to return to Russia, and offer his services to the Czar. They agree to
travel to Russia together, and Peter prophesies his companion’s coming advancement.
After the exit of Danilowitz Peter goes to the house of George Skavronski to have a
lesson on the flute, and there learns that Catherine is gone to plead her brother's cause
with Reinhold, the tavern-keeper, uncle of Prascovia, to whom George Skavronski is
affianced. While George is telling Peter the story, Catherine returns with the news of
the success of her mission. Peter listens to Catherine, and hears her go on to speak of
the brilliant destiny her dying mother foresaw for her. To them appears Prascovia,
breathless, having run to escape a bady of Kalmucks and Cossacks, by whom the village
has been invested. Catherine, however, sees in them fellow-countrymen and deliverers,
and goes out to greet them. While they are singing a wild chorus, descriptive of their
deeds, Catherine, in the name of her mother, once their Priestess, warns them to retire.
She succeeds in checking them by promising to Gritzenko, their leader, promotion from
the Czar, and good-fortune to all, A duet between Catherine and Peter follows, in the
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course of which she tells him he must rise to distinction before he can successfully claim
her hand, and gives him a ring as a token of her promiss to be his. In the next scene
Prascovia brings a letter to Catherine, who on reading it finds that the Cossacks have
impressed her brother, and that if he cannot find a substitute he will have to march that
very night. Catherine comforts Prascovia by assuring her that her marriage with
George will not be delayed, and that a substitute for fifteen days will certainly be found,
only that George must come at the end of fifteen days to relieve his substitute. The
marriage then takes place, Catherine passing through the crowd enveloped in a cloak,
and singing a farewell to those whom she is about to leave.

The second act opens with a dancing scene in the Russian camp, Natalie, Ekimona,
and other sutlers moving about, or dancing with the soldiers. Catherine appears,
dressed as a recruit ; Ismailoff, the Cossack, at Gritzenko’s invitation, sings. Gritzenko
himself sings afterwards in praise of the Russian Grenadiers, of which regiment he has
now become corporal, and which he thinks has been slighted in Ismailoff’s song.
Gritzenko looks at Catherine intently, remarking that her face reminds him of a pretty
singer he once knew in Finland. Catherine says it was her sister. They talk of the
imperious commands of the Czar, and Gritzenko speaks of a mutinous conspiracy which
is afloat in the army, Yermoloff, his colonel, being concerned in it. Meanwhile Peter
arrives at the camp in the capacity of a captain, He tells General Scheremetieff he
has heard of the mutinous spirit abroad in the army, but knows how to repress it; and,
pending the arrival of a Tartar regiment on which he can rely, he holds a revel with
Danilowitz, who is now a Russian colonel, and Natalie and Ekimona. Catherine and
two other soldiers are appointed sentries over his tent. Catherine, peeping into the
tent, recognises Danilowitz and Peter. With joy she hears her name toasted by Peter,
but afterwards, with indignation, witnesses him in his drunkenness caressing the two
vivandiéres. Gritzenko comes to relieve guard, and, finding Catherine spying upon the
officers’ privacy, orders her to quarters in confinement. She refuses to go, and strikes
Gritzenko when he tries to force her away. On this Gritzenko drags her before Peter,
who says she must be shot. As she is being removed she appeals with loud cries to
Peter, who at length recognises her voice, and orders Gritzenko to bring her back. He
returns, saying she has escaped by swimming the river near to which she was being
conducted, and (aside) that he shot her in the water. e brings a paper with a farewell
written upon it, and containing the ring Peter had given her, as well as the names of the
chief mutineers, and she bids him use the information to advance himself with the Czar.
A grand scene follows, in which Peter, confessing himself to be the Czar, quells the
mutiny, revives the loyalty of the soldiers, and urges them on to victory.

The third act opens with a scene in which Peter.appears, having taken up again
carpenter’s work, in order to try and forget Catherine. Danilowitz enters, and
afterwards Gritzenko, the latter to ask for promotion, grounding his claim on his having
received the blow from Catherine, without having had it atoned for. Peter is greatly
enraged at the story, and seizes a hatchet to kill him for having fired at Catherine, but
is prevented by Danilowitz. Gritzenko is ordered, on pain of death, to produce
before the next day the soldier he fired at. Prascovia and George appear, and are
arrested. At the moment Peter enters hurriedly, saying he has heard Catherine singing
the song she and he alone know. Danilowitz allows that she is in the palace, having
been brought there the day before by a peasant woman who had given her an asylum,
but that he had foreborne to tell the Czar, since, from the hardships she had undergone
and her lover’s desertion, her reason had left her. The chorus with which the opera
opens is then sung in her hearing, and Danilowitz, dressed as a pastrycook, sings his
song again. Then appear George, Prascovia, and Reinhold, dressed as in Act I., and
the chorus of girls that sang at Prascovia’s wedding, singing the same words they sang
then. Last of all the air Peter used to play on the flute is heard, and she joins in, and
sings it. Her reason gradually returns, she falls into Peter’s arms, and the opera closes
with her being saluted empress.




OVERTURE.

Piccolo, Flute, Oboes, Clarionets in B flat, Bassoons, 4 ITorns, 2 Trumpets, 3 Trombones, Kettle Druins in B flat & E flat, Big Drumn, Cymbals,

Triangle, 2 Harps, & Strings.

Tempo di marcia, maestoso.
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ACT 1.

SoeNE.— Village on the Qulf of Finland. To the left is the house of GEORGE SKAVRONSKI, with steps up to the door; to the
right, the porch of the village church. At the back of the stage are rocks, and a rude pier, overhanging the Gulf of Finland.
Noon.—T'he carpenters are discovered, resting during their dinner hour, and waited upon by their wives and children. PETER
alone continuing at work.
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No. 10.
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Andantino. dolce con portamento. o~
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nought to a-larm; You are all close be-sidle me, To keep me from harm. There is

-~ - ca - toilti-mor; Ha 1vi- mos -soil so-spet-to,Ha cal - ma - toil mio cor. Il gen -
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nought to a-larm; We are all  close be-sidle thee, To keep thee from harm. There is
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keep me from harm, close be - side. . . . . . . . I re - cov. - - er,
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keep thee from harm, close be - sule e e e e e thee. The dream is
- ma - toil mio cuor, i mio cuwor. . . . . . . . Si con - so - la -
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keep thee from harm, close be - side . .. thee. The dream is
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calm - ly breath - ing ; I ar. safe, . . and you are here. . . I re-cov - er,
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o’er Of pass-ing fear, Now smile once  more, Thy friendsare near, Then smileonce
. t, Pii non te - mer, Pilt non  te - mer, Noi ti sa-prem Soc -cor - so0
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o’er Of pass-ing fear, Nowsmile once  more, Thyfriendsare near, Thensmi'eonce
- i, Pil non te - mer, Pii mon  te - mer, Noi ti sa-prem Soc -cor - so
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o'er Of pass-ing fear, N ow smile once more, Thy{riendsare near, Then smile once
- ti, Pit, non te - mer, Pitt non te - mer, Noi ti sa-prem Soc -cor -so .,
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more Thy friends are near.
dar, Soc - cor - so dar.
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more, Thy friends are near.
dar, Soc - cor - so  dar.
e we NI = e I - T
i Sl — *'7_’— - : I =
more, Thy friends are near.
dar, Soc - cor - so dar.
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(a sudden roll of drums is heard. ).
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try To tell whatcaus'd my ter - ror. You see, I thoucrht——
dir Quel che Dla- vea cau - sa - to, Con-vien sa - per.
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But tell us how? But tell us where? But tell us when?
Ti spie-ga al-fin! Ti spie-ga al - fin! Che co-sa hai tu?
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But tell us how? But tell us where? But  tell us when'
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But tell us how? But tell wus where? But tell us when?
1% spie-gaal-fin! 1%  spie-ga al - fin! Che  co-sa hai tu?
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- gain! Ah, T shall die, shall die, shall die, shall die, shall die,
- cor! Guar-da - te lal lo son di  gel! Io  son di  gel!
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But tell us why!? But why? but why? but why? but
Per - ché  tre- mar? Per - che? Per - che? Per - che? Per -
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But tell us why? But why? but why? but why? but
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Ah, I shall die, Ah, I shall die, Ah, I shall die, Ah, I shall die, shall die!
Io som di Jlil)/ fo son di gel! Io son di gell Io somn di gell  Ahi - mé!

N cres. sempre.
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why? But tell us why? But tell us why? But tell us why?but tell us why? But Why?
- ché? Che co - sa fu? Per-ché tre - mar? Per-ché tre- mar? Per - ché? Per - ché?  Per - chel?
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why? But tell us why? But fell us why? But tell us why?but tell us why? = But why?
- ché? Che co - sa fu? Per-che tre - mar? Per -ché tre - mar? Per -ché? Per - ché?  Per -ché?
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why? But tell us why? But tell us why? But tell wus why?but tell wus why? But why?
- che? Che co - sa  jul! Per-ché ire - mar? Per-ché  tre - mar? Per -ché? Per - che?  Per -ché?

cres, §empre.
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No, 18. Recrr.—¢ CONTENT THEE! TO GET THE NEWS.”

- GEORGE. Prascovia.

R v
Content thee! Toget thenews I now am going. No,no,no,no,no,no,no, donot go, by theCalmucksand the
1% calma, io stesso @ di-sco-pri-reorvado.  No, no, no, no, no, no, no, non partir,  di CalmucchiediCo -
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No. 14. Soro axp Cmoruvs.— "TIS OUR TURN TO DESTROY AND BURN.”

Piccolo, Flutes, Oboes, Clarionets, Bassoons, Horns, Trumpets, Trombones,
Big Drum and Strings.

Kettle Drums in E and B, Side Drum, Cymbals,

(Gritzenko enters at the head of a troop of Kalmucks, who steal in one by one. )
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Come 1in! Here we are—
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No. 16. Bosemian Roxpo axp Cuorus.—“IT RINGS LIKE A CHIME.”
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No, 17. Recir.—« THE MEN BELIEVE HER.”
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No. 18. Duer.—*“BEGIN; WHERE WERE YOU BORN ?”
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No. 19. SCEXE AND R.ECIT.—“ NOW LISTEN.”
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Allegro moderato. Prascovia (to Catherine.)
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No. 21. Recrr.—« DO NOT FORGET.”
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CHoORUS oF GIRIS.
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No. 23. Soro axp Cumorus,—“ROBED THE PRIEST IS.”
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No. 24, Cuorus.—“ COME, NOBLE HEARTS.”

Allegro con spirito, (The recruits pass at the back of the stage in military order.)
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No. 25. Soro anp Crorus.—** GUARD THOSE I LEAVE TO-DAY.”

(Al kneel. The bridesmaids place the bridal crown on Prascovia’s head, and give her a nosegay.
Catherine, wrapped in a large cloak, passes through the crowd, pauses on the pier, and turns towards
the bridal party.)

Andante sostenuto.
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rall. un poco. (Catherine goes into the boat. )17
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_, (Behind the %enes.) A stringendo poco a poco. —————
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