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The Mound-Builders

(Prehistoric American Indians)

A Cantata

for
Soprano, Alto and Bass (or Baritone)
(Without Solos)

TEXT AND MUSIC

BY

PAUL BLISS

The Music

Original Indian melodies form the themes of many
of the separate numbers. These melodies, or short
themes, were taken down many years ago by the com-
poser, who attended the rites and dances of many

Indian tribes.

The Story

At sun-up, the Indian braves start on a deer-hunting expedition.

During their absence the women continue the mound-building. They be-
come weary at noon and rest, watching an eagle in his flight. '

The deer-hunters return empty-handed and the women godawn to the stream
for water to refresh the weary warriors.

During their absence the camp is attacked and then the foe attempts to cap-
ture the water- carriers. They are driven off and the water-carriers return.

As evening comes on, a wood-pigeon is heard and then a flute,in a serenade

which all sing as night falls.

Printed in the U.S. A.
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A Day with the Mound-Builders

Contents

Morning,and the Hunting Song of the Deer-slayers,with cries of the Indian Maid-
ens: “0 may the hunting be good! ¥ (S.4.B.)

Farewell of the Indian maidens, speeding the hunters on their way. (S.4.)
Departure of the hunters. (5. 4.5.)

Dove Song. Work song of the Women- builders. “The doves nest -building, never
complain.” (S.4.)

Eagle Song. Rest song of the Women - builders. On high,an eagle,in circles ever
wider, lazily flying. (S. 8. 4.)

Return of the hunters, empty-handed. (S.4.5.)

Song of the Water- carriers. “Down by the rippling brook where watercresses grow.”
(S.4.8.)

War Song. (S.4.R)

Return of the Water-carriers. (S. 4. B.)

10 Night Song. Wood-pigeon cooing. (S.4.5.)

11 Serenade. (S.A.B.)

The Bass part, in this work always has the principal melody. In it, the lowest noteis B flat

and the highest is D.

The Bass part may be sung an octave higher by girls or by boys with unchanged voices.

Time required for rendition . about thirty minutes.
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The Mound-Builders

(A Cantata for Soprano,Alto and Base)

Prelude

Text and music by

PAUL. BLISS
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Farewell of the Indian Maidens
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Departure of the Deer-hunters
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Dove Song

(Work Song of the Women-Builders)
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Eagle Song

(Rest Song of the Women-Builders)
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Especially attractive for High School and College Entertainments
May be played by men and women or by women characters only
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Japanese Costumes. Three Acts. One Scene. A Garden in Cherry Bloom.
May be produced with a large or a small number of persons in the cast.
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