Piano score

Duo

Opus 31 in a-minor

For violin and piano

By George Onslow (1784 - 1853)






This score of Onslows’s 6th violin sonata is based on the old Breitkopf & Haertel edition that
is published on IMSLP.com. The transcription was carried out as literally as possible using
Musescore (Musescore.org). It is intended for use as rehearsal and performance material.
It includes measure numbers and the violin part is included in the piano score in small print.
The score was updated on Oct. 21, 2018 to correct some presentation errors and to reduce
the number of necessary page turns. A careful additional round of proofreading was also
performed.

Details:

Dynamic markings were added or corrected where inconsistencies between the two parts were found
in the source. Similarly, slurs, ties and accents were also added in some places.

Added markings appear in small print, resp. in dashed lines (slurs, ties, hairpins).

First movement: Measure 25: The original does not unequivocally establish whether the repeat of the
first part of the first movement includes the slow introduction; in this score only the allegro itself is
repeated.

Measure 191 - 195: Two different ornamentations in the violin and and the left hand of the piano were
printed as in the original. One version for both instruments will have to be chosen by the players.

Menuetto: Tempo marking in the violin part of the original different from the piano part: Allegro ma
non troppo presto (violin), Allegro (piano).

Finale: measure 74 and 76: markings "ritardando" and "a tempo" only in the violin part of the source.
Measure 199 violin part: in the sourde there is an accent on the last quaver, probably erroneous,
omitted in the transcription.

General points:

The metronome numbers in the source may or may not be Onslow's. At a very few places
fingerings are given in the original (by Onslow?). In the violin part these fingerings mostly
involve position shifts on one finger (glissando / portamento?).

In this work (and generally in Onslow's music) the marking "dolce" is always meant to be
played piano or mezzopiano--usually in a leading voice. Also remarkable are the numerous
instances where abrupt changes in dynamics appear to be called for. It will be up to the
players to decide if and where additional connecting diminuendi or crescendi may be played.
The markings fz and sf are used interchangeably in the source while the accent sign (>)
appears to call for a different execution.

The sonata is large in scale (at the tempi given in the source: First movement: 12 min;
Andantino: 8 min; Minuet: 6 min; Finale: 10.5 min; total performance time approx. 38 min).

Albrecht Zumbrunn February 21, 2018
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