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The Festive Sun-dance.

This is considered by the natives the most joyous and happiest of the
sacred dances of the year and is called by them the‘beautiful”’ Sun-dance.
Being also one of their annual song-dances and a festive day of great pomp
and display, they are arrayed in their finest and richest attire.

They give thanks that day in the bright sunshine to their Mother-god
the Sun,and to the moon and favored stars. The.womeén carry beautifully
carved tablets on their heads, which display in transparent symbols the ce-
lestial gods they worship; the sun, moon, stars and lightning, The men
also are brilliantly attired in the brightest colors and feathers and stand,
each behind a maiden in the dance, beating with their tarconeas in rhyth-
mical accord with the special inflections of the song and with their joyous
exclamations. ‘

It is a sight rarely to be forgotten, the dignified grace and ease of their
movements, contrasting with their joyful voices and modest demeanor.

The scene is most impressive and pathetic towards the close of the song, which
they repeat many times in their round,when their voices affect a low tremu -

lous appeal.
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