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il CROWN OF FHORNS.

?
INTRODUCTION.
i Trrs Oratorio, composed by Charles 3. Packer, was first produced in Sydney on April g, 1863, at the
Masonic Hall, At that time, however, it was incomplete, as the first part was not then perdformed.
It commenced with the sentence  Noon's scorching hour ™ (see page s6), but on October 15, 13063,
| the Oratorio was given with the whole of the words as it is now published.
| i e e
l' : PART 1 ! RECITATIVE.
'r |
E il | Ere vet the words of doom hath stter’d been,
| INTRODUCTION, Which sent the Victim to a shameful death,
| RECITATIVE The ruler’s wife did send and thus besought :
! e ; In -[~j‘1'nt-:=E= unmiasmg ﬂ[{;ht, DULET.
' wo thousand years have nearly passed away - e :
e e e oF aalens Dacchal Reer Wiith ﬂ'n_!: just Man have nothing thqu to do,
The Roman Ruler of the Jewish land, For I this day have suffer'd many things
L In pomp and state, sat in his judgment hall Because of Him in dreame. R
Of life and death the issues 1o decide Then Pilate said T g
" & p 0 0 = : s L 5
Conteruing Ot who stoo beloseb_bound— | 10 i ind o coue indee of dat
In royal purple robe—and in His hand Litherefbrs il chﬂﬁnfm gudile: II]?L:'{EE e e
A sceptre—pluck'd from foulest wayside pool, i :
ARIA | QUINTET.
* 5 T : | Upon the car of that fierce crowd in vain
:t\eF nnnelwh.fr gax'd -:u:L Lnu_t braad ztlmpie bra:m.ru | Did woman's gentle plea for pity fall,
({]E:,:Hdp:;ll],_ﬂ_ ﬂ:::_fbrj t[;:tﬁE:if;:}uﬁ]l;hdﬁix;;e g | Their hearts were harden'd and their savage hate
But sarrow deep alhittr_':ru-:.ptr_'c?ﬂr:ss WOE. i tlouzhtcuuklappaueeizays onmbclElR],
QUARTET : REECITATIVE.
A e B e D R S0, as t]u_:}r will'd, the ruler v;l.[d decrac— :
el &mu};rr I HEE m=1;1 -,dmr : And as his hands he wash’d in outward sign
1“1: c]:mr_' unto II[T;.' i:l'l.":-'-ﬂ—lf'“ll_'}" ke %Ti:nf E-;n OF quittance from all share in that dread deed
T A e R Saying, see ye to it—thus sentence pass'd.
Htaz]l:;ilzithc ickrethis s lind ideal, i The murderer Barabbas—him release |
| Restor'd the dead to life—and, mare than all, = for yoursianet sl B ot bioss)
| Sweet living waters and the bread of life o
| Did freely offer and bestow on all CHORUS,
r Whoe would receive the gift. Away with Him ! Let Him be crucified !
) (n us and on oor children be His blood.
J RECITATIVE. [ Blane, mxvii. 25,
aAnd now alas ! FUNERAL MARCH.
Oh, poor return for so much tender love ! RECITATIVE
| They said He did blaspheme—and for His life . & -
Dhidl loundly elamour, | Then as He went the weary way to death—
. - - That Man of sorrows, and acquaint with griel—
i CHORUS. | And, with prophetic eye, foresaw the woes
I The rulers take counsel together aainst the | Which God would bring upon that guilty land—
L_r}-'d, and against His anointed, He that | :'{{'t_:n w]u_]u upon I'In-f Bar t_lLr:Lr fierce cries Tang—
sitteth in the heavens shall laugh; the Lord | [:h:l.t loving |1<::.irt =in which no thought of self,
shall have them in derizsion. | Wo terror at His coming cnm_l fatu.
[Paabm i 2, 4. Could dim the holy pity He did feel




iy THE CROWN OF THORNS.

For human sin, and segunent misery—

With tend'rest glance at fifends who mouvrned
and wept

In tones of agony, express’'d itself

Thus:

THE LAMENT.

Oh! daughters of Jerusalemn—for yourselves
and children wcl:p—hilt not for Me.
[Luke xxiii. 23,

CHORUS.

Kiss the Son lest He be angry, and ye perish

from the way.
Blessed are all they that put their trust in Him.
[ E's. xis 124

PART II.
INTRODUCTION,

RECITATIVE,

MNoon's gcorching hour it was;
Yet o'er the lofty towers and battlements,
The gilded domes and iv'ry palaces
Of that fair city called Jerusalem,
The earthly home of God's own chosen race,
Mo glitt'ving sheen was there of Eastern shies ;
But gloom unearthly—darkness most profound,
For then, on Calvary's Holy Mount,
Im ferrful agonics and tortures dirs,
Three forms were writhing on th' accursed tree.

RECITATIVE.
Of these,

For broken human laws, and lives of crime,
The twain in justice suffec’d ; but the third
Who there hing torturcd—scorn'd—revil'd—

despis'd—
With crown of thorns press'd on His bleeding

hroww,

QUINTET.
Was He—the holy, blameless, guileless One:
The Lamb of God—sell sacrificed and slain.

RECITATIVE.

Mow on the ear of those
Whao, 'mid the gloom of nature's dark eclipse,
And deeper gloom of hearts, of hope bereft,
I speechless sorrow stood beneath the cross
Mouening the loss of Him Who erst had been
Their Master, Teacher, Guide, and truest Friend,
The accents of reproach, and wild despair
Fell harshly. ;
For thus one dying malefactor spoke

S0ONG OF DESPAIR,

1f Thou be Christ! then save Thyself and us!"
[Luke xxilic 3.

CHORAL,

¢ Have [ any pleasure at all, that the wicked
should die ? gaith the Lord God.

Cast away from you all your transgressions,
whereby ye have transgressed @ and make you a
pew heart, and a new spiric: for why will ve
die, O House of Israel ¢

llizi:ki.t] xvill. 23, 31.

RECITATIVE.
Mot so the ather ;

His glazing eyes upon the Savicur turn'd,

I Lroken accents, and with contrite heart,
With humblest hope, and with a new-horn faith
That e'en of coming death the throes could

quell,
He thus his pray'e preferrd :

S0NG OF PENITENCE.
W hen Thou, O Lord,
Inta Thy Kingdom com’st, remember me ! ™
[Louke xxii. 42,

CHORAL.
* There is joy in the presence of the angels
of God over one sinner that repenteth.”
[Luke xii. 10.

RECITATIVE.

To the one,
The dying Jesus look'd nor beeath'd reproach :
But to the other with that gentle voice
Which, whether heard 'mid Zion’s golden groves
Or by the shores of Tiberias' tideless sea,
Me'er fefl upon the ear of humble friend,
Or follower lowly, save in the tones
Of mercy, pardon, blessing, and of peace
Responded thus

SO0NG OF PARDON.

i To-day, with Me, I sav,
Thou, verily, in Paradise shall be.”
[Lmke sxiii- 43.

CHORAL,

Eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard,
Mar can the heart of man conceive
The glories ol that rest, prepared
For them who in God's Christ beligve.
fr Cor. ii. g




THE CROWN OF THOENS. Y

RECITATIVL.
The ninth hour comes—a deeper, denser gloom
(Ver nature’s face is spread ; as “twere a pall.
The ground upheaves with earthquake; and the
veil,

Which ontil then from gaze or touch profane
The Holy of Holies did both screen and guard,
In twain is rent | The graves give up their dead.
With voice that reach’d Creation’s utmost bounds
The Saviour twice made awfnl utterance :

Eloi! Tlai! lama sabacthani !
Elai ! Eloi! lama sabacthani !

RECITATIVE,

Throughout space empyrean rang those tones
Which angel natures heard with deepest awe.

DUTET.
For, as the truth on spirit vision dawn’d,
That 1' th' hour of more than mortal agony
Th' Almighty Father could, it seem’d, forsake
That being He Himself did onee proclaim
From Heaven as His well-beloved Son,
A dread unspeakable their souls did fill,
Lest in the connsels of the Triune God
It had been preordain'd that from them too
The blessed light of Jehoval's countenance
Shonld be withdvawn—that light which toward
them
Beam'd forth in never-ending gushing tide
Of soul-absorbing Glory, Life, and Love !
Without which all were dark, and dead, and
v

RECITATIVE,

With holy terror, and with faces veil'd
They bow themselves before the throne of God,
While tleir pure sinless lips in echo breathe

CHORUS.
Eloi! Elei! Hagam sabactanu !

RECITATIVE.
On carth
Men's hearts are stricken deep with fear! In
Heav'n
An awful silence reigns.

RECITATIVE.
Girim death exults
Im blind belicf that e’er the Lord of Life
A viet'ry he bath won |

RECITATIVE.
Vain hoast ! Vain hope!
ITpon that Holy One who stoop'd ta die
The worm and foul corruption had ne pow's;
For while that form hung lifeless on that tree
His soul held bright communion swith the skies ;

CHORUS,

And through the star-floor’d vault ol highest
Heav'n
Celestial myriads tuning gelden harps,

RECITATIVE,

Thus sang the song of human souls redeem’d,
Of sin destray’d and paradise regain’d ;

MESSIAH MARCH awp ANGEL CHORUS.

Prophet ! Saviour! Priest, and King!
Woeleome to Thy starry throne.
Prophet | Saviour! Priest, and King !
Welcamne to the realm Thine own !
Man from sin’s deep debt now freed
Justice on him hath no elaim ;

Vilest sinners now may plead

Thy atoning, saving Name.

Az the first fruits of Thy cross,
Thon a ransom'd soul doth bring,
Hail to Thee, our Lord and God—
Man's Redeemer, Pricst, and King!

rila
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