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1492. 1892.

THE TRIUMPH OF COLUMBUS.

A MUSICAL ALLEGORY IN SIX PARTS,

BY

S. G. PRATT.

WRITTEN AND COMPOSED EXPRESSLY FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE QUADRO-CENTENNIAL DiISCOVERY
OF THE WESTERN WORLD BY CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS, AND PRODUCED FOR THE FIRST
TIMFE. AT THE CARNEGIE Music HaLL, NEw YOrRK, OCTOBER 0, 1892, UNDER

THE AUSPICES OF THE CoMMITTEE oF ONE HUNDRED.

Part 1. COLUMBUS' DREAM! Spirits of evil threaten. Sirens taunt. Spirit
of Light disperses them and encourages Columbus to renew his faith.

Part 1I. THE COUNCIL AT SALAMANCA! The argument. The attack!
The Defence.

Part III. COLUMBUS AND HIS BOY DIEGO IN WANT AT LA RABIDA'!
' The prayer! Succor by Father Juan Perez.

Part IV. ISABELLA AND HER COURT! The dance. The song. The
appeal of Father Perez. Favorable decision. Talavera's opposition.
The plan spurned. Luis St. Angel’s final appeal. The grand and
final conception of the Queen. Prayer for Columbus’ success.

Parr V. THE VOYAGE'! Flight of birds. Sailor’s song. Sirens’ despair.
Columbus’ song of triumph. The mutiny! Sunset vespers. The
signal gun. Land ho! Sailors jubilant. Prayer of thanksgiving.
“ Gloria in Excelsis Deo,” and Tableau of the landing.

Part VI. THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY INTO BARCELONA'! Reception
by Ferdinand and Isabella !



PREFACE.

AT the close of an article covering twelve pages in a recent magazine, under
the caption “ The Mystery of Columbus,” the writer, after enlarging upon all the
human frailties of the man, calling his name in question, and endeavoring to
create the most unfavorable opinion possible concerning his character, says:

“It is this power of endurance, this heroic energy, this herculean strength
devoted to the welfare of posterity, tiat places him above Cesar or an Alexander.”

If his detractors are thus compelled to pay him such lofty tribute, may not
those who seek for the more noble qualities of his character assert an equal admira-
tion without being exposed to the charge of being too zealous ?

That we may place ourselves in a measure en rapport with the discovery of the
New World by Columbus, it may be well to recall,

First. 'The universal belief, not by the ignorant masses alone but by men of
letters as well, that the world was flat.

Second. The superstitions which lent a reality to fables of the most absurd
nature, and inspired sailors with awe and fear: The “Devouring Hand,”
“ Behemoth,” a gigantic monster of the deep, “ The Mystic Isle of St. Brandon,”
etc., were to the people of the time dread realities. The popular belief in Sirens
was shared by Columbus himself, who in one of his letters relates having seen some
of these near one of the islands he discovered.

Third. Over and above all we should not forget the religious zeal which, es-
pecially at that time, prevailed at the Spanish Court; largely augmented no doubt
by the successful wars for the extermination of the Moors. Indeed, with Columbus,
the main thought always inspiring his effort was to make conquests for the “holy
cause,” to “spread the Gospel,” uplift the Cross and bring redemption to heathen
nations. This lofty purpose lent to Columbus’ great undertaking a halo of sublimity
which cannot surround similar enterprises, entéred upon merely for personal
aggrandizement.

We can catch but a faint glimpse of the universal joy and feeling of exultation
which the discovery of the New World occasioned at the time among all classes of
people. At the Court of Henry the Seventh in London, it was pronounced “a thing
more divine than human.” Peter Martyr writing to his learned friend Pomponius
Laetus, says: “ You tell me that you leaped for joy and that your delight was
mingled with tears when you read my epistle certifying to you the hitherto hidden
world of the antipodes.” Says Irving :

“ His discovery burst with such sudden splendor upon the world as to dazzle
envy itself, and call forth the general acclamations of mankind.”

In connection with the composition of the music, it is perhaps proper to say
that, while every resourse of the art within my power has been made use of—such



as the Fugue, Thematic imitation, expansion, abbreviation, strict canon form, inver-
sion (double counter-point), etc.—the main object continually in view has been to
give such melodic treatment to the subject (where the situation permitted) as would
convey to the listeners an idealization consistent and sincere, yet understandable
and enjoyable to the great mass of the people, to whom a festival work of this kind
must necessarily appeal.

To give what seemed appropriate “ local coloring” some fragments of medizval
music, in vogue during the fifteenth century, have been used: Thus the chant
opening the second part is developed from two themes by Josquin de Pres (or Prato),
the celebrated Belgian master. The “Spanish Cachouca” (an old national dance
of Spain) is introduced, opening part four, and the melody of an old “folk song”
of the fourteenth-fifteenth century is used as the first part of the “ Ultima Thule ” :
This same theme is continued in various forms accompanying Isabella’s recitations.

It is hoped that the work may achieve such recognition by the press and public
as will stimulate other native talent to serious efforts, and thus contribute something
towards establishing a school of national music commensurate with the dignity and
grandeur of our beloved country.

NEew York, Oct. 1, 1892. S. G. PRATT.

ARGUMENT.

Part I.—Is in the nature of a Prologue representing a dream of Columbus as,
exhausted in passing from Portugal into Spain, hc falls by the roadway. Evil
spirits conjurc up the “ Devouring Hand,” “Behemoth,” “ St. Brandon’s Scven
Cities,” and other superstitions of the time, laughing his hopes to scorn. Sirens
then appear and mockingly call upon him to follow them : The threatening and
taunting voices are prescntly interrupted by the cntrance of the Spirit of Light and
Progress, who bids the sleeping mariner take courage and renew his zeal in the
great undertaking. The Evil Spirits then shrink back and vanish muttering, while
a chorus of Angels support the Spirit of Light in her song of *“ Hope and Faith.”

Part II.—Is devoted to the historical Council at Salamanca: Dominican
Monks support Columbus while Cardinal Talavera and other Icarned priests ridicule
him. Columbus finally, with great vehemence; after enduring thcir taunts of
‘“heresy,” etc, turns upon them, quoting sentence after sentence of the Bible in
defence and support of his theory.

Part III.—Represents Columbus and his boy Diego in poverty and want be-

fore the Convent “La Rabida” ; their prayer for aid and timely succor by Father
Juan Perez and his Monks.

Part IV.-—Isabella and her Court. After a Spanish dance, the Queen dismiss-
ing her Court, confides to the Countess Moya her admiration for Columbus in a
quaint song, ‘“ Ultima Thule” ; Father Juan Perez soon appears and pleads elo-
quently for Columbus and his cause: Isabella decides to espouse the plan and
summons Talavera to carry out the negotiations with the mariner. Being opposed
to Columbus the Prior of Prado and Confessor to the Queen is greatly displeased,
and informs the latter that he has anticipated her pleasure already and sccured
the terms of Columbus, which he proceeds at once to lay before her. The conditions
appear too exacting, especially as Talavera loses no opportunity to emphasize the



objectionable features in the most unfavorable manner; Isabella’s indignation is
thus aroused and the conditions spurned. The sudden appearance of Luis St.
Angel and Alonzo di Quintilla, who come to announce the departure of Columbus
for France and urge his cause upon the Court, interrupts the joy of his enemies.
Against the passionate personal appeal of Luis St. Angel, supported by the Countess
Moya, Alonzo di Quintilla and many of the courtiers about, Talavera’s warnings are
unable to prevail, and finally the vista of magnificent opportunities for spreading
the Gospel and glorifying her kingdomn possess the Queen completely. Inspired by
religious fervor she makes the declaration that for her own Crown she will under-
take the enterprise. Isabella then leads in prayer for the success of the voyage and
safety of the mariner.

Part V.—Is devoted to the voyage : A short symphony indicates the peaceful
progress upon the waters, the jubilant feeling of Columbus and a “({lght of birds.”
A sailor recites the “Legend of St. Brandon’s Isle,” Sirens punctuating the sen-
tences with fragments of alluring strains ; then bewailing their imnpotent endeavors,
owing to the great faith of Columbus and the presence of the Cross, they disappear.
Columbus then gives voice to his tranquil certainty of triumph. Mutterings of dis-
content among the sailors then begin and increase in fury, Columbus attempting in
vain to quell the “ mutiny.” In his great agony of despair he at last calls for aid
upon Christ and the “ Holy Cross,” when the miraculous appearance takes place,
and the sailors are awed into submission. The Spirit of Light and Progress,
supported by Angels, announces the triumph of hope and faith, and promises the
sight of land that very night. Evening vespers then are chanted alternately from
one boat to another, and the voyage continues until the signal gun is fired announ-
cing the Discovery of Land. All then join in expressions of great joy and
Columbus leads in the gloria in excelsis. During the singing of the gloria, in which
angel voices participate, a tableau representing the “ Landing ” may be shown.

Part VI.—Is devoted to the grand pagentry of Columbus’ Reception at
Barcelona : A triumphal march by chorus, band and orchestra forming an accom-
paniment to the procession and final reception.

CHARACTERS OF THE CANTATA

CHrIsTOPHER COLUMBUS, Baritone
Dieco Corumsus, his boy, Soprano
FaTHER JuaN PEREZ, . . . Bass
Luis St. ANGEL, % Friends of Columbus, Tenor
ALONZO DE QUINTILLA, ] “

FErNANDO DE TALAVERO, . . . . . . Bass

(Prior of Prado, Confessor to the Queen and enemy of Columbus.)

IsaBELLA, QUEEN OF CASTILE, . . Soprano
MarcHIONESS Mova, her companion, Alto
SpiriT OF LIGHT AND PROGRESS, Soprano

AUXILIARIES.

Chorus of Evil Spirits, Sirens and Angels. Professors and wisc men of Sala-
manca. Dominican Monks. Ladies and Lords of the Court of Isabella. Spanish
Dancers. And for the Procession, Soldiers, Knights, Captives, Populacec and

Musicians.
Period of the Action, 1485-1492.
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The Triumph of Columbus.

PART 1. |
PROLOGUE (COLUMBUS’ DREAM.)

SCENE: A mountain pass in Spain near Portugal. Moorish castle in the distance on
the summit of a precipitous hill, a mountain torrent flowing at its base with an arch-
ed roadway leading accross it. Columbus and his boy weary with the days walking
and disheartened by the ingratitude and perfidy of Don Juan of Portugal, have stop-
ped by the roadside and fallen asleep. Opposite to them, the ground rises gradually
in small hills barren and rocky, over which the roadway to Portugal may be seen.

No1. Chorus of Evil Spirits.

Gloom and Fear.
Adagio. M.M. J - 52.
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Evil Spirits, at first invisible, gradually appear upon the hill opposite Columbus
and his boy. They finally threaten him angrily.
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#%) Here should be seen from the dark recess of the ravine in the distant centre of the scene
a magical illusion representing the “DEVOURING HAND.” (See Irving.)




16

— crese. - - =
‘> K1Y ‘R ; l‘\ 1 ; 3 8-
- * Y

crush__ the ships in twain It shall crush_ his ships, It shall

A - 3 >I ) ne J
= == == e
07 . t: ‘_l d_ el
It shall crush__ the . ships, It shall

— o~
-~ n : X . ~ |
%% === i 0 B e
¥ r ¥ - _ 14
crush__ the ships in  twain It shall crush__ the ships, It shall
=>4 | > >
s jl A - : Y Al B 1 gg ' I
I = m— —
7 T . T T
It shall crush__ the ships, It shall

=
' 4

— — - 1 - |
@t tbe—} T =
crush his ships  Be-ware! Beware! Be - ware!
l [l ) | I> . & T 7,$f ]
) 1 LS i ) 1 A \} {L — E A
T~y v 1 v T b v
crush his ships Be warc' Beware' Be - “are' Be-
'—°——~£ -ﬁ—?——b——-l—gf:ﬁ:ltﬁ:b; . = o=
L4 1 1 )|
crush hlb ships Be ware! Beware! Be - \\are'
h- S
H‘J’i—‘h e ——
IVJ I T‘&g\/{‘ 1 1 ]
crush his ships Be-ware! Be-ware!
m:’!f ‘jﬂ‘ 7 e
& e ; gty
W —r v !
— L e
— ]
= Q © L k 1 ﬂ_‘_.. —
) ! T > 1 .
- zr =1L 7



=
1 V4
1 IV A 1 3 I
2 a8 t

Be - ware! Be-

Pttt

L "I
4 i

i
g

i .
T
) 4
1

Be-ware! Be-

Ll

t —
. . . |
oo ——
Be - - he-moth! On the rim of the sun-set
e —= ===
t o — + —+
Yy 1 bi e bl
Be - ware! On the
nf  — —
¥ | 1 ]
{ J' 1 ) 1
T T —7 T —@— @
Be - - he-moth! On' the rim of the sun-set
. ——— —
& ¥ i

#) Here should be shown the Monster Behemoth.



17

fL b . ll\ ;
Bt Vo v ==
Be - he-moth! Be - he -moth! Be -

.
1 AJ: N 4‘ I N i A“ A“ %‘ — 1
———— g e
& @

main' Be-he-moth! Be he moth! Be -

T [ ’—\J; Il
it o B S o S S S
= — %E& +—— —¢& +—
Be - he-moth! Be - he - moth! Be -
— s bay .

1 1 ) 1 1 |
o +— « |
On the rim of the sun-set main! Be-he-moth!

N 4D - A
r 4 - & = ) 8 i
i G ) o )4 1 ]
= < — T & Lo )

o —
' = =
Chorus of Sirens suddenly appear floating on

the waters of the mountain torrent in
the R. Center of Scene.
I

1 - 1 - ¥ - l
T 1 )
) T T

T
1 —wr I —w—r . — - JI
T 1 1
1 . 1

HH
[ |
H+H
|
il
1
il

[ |
i-lr-l-

[
2088

|
===

;,Bfaji-)\ —i %! |




18

NO 2. “Song of the Sirens.
FOR FEMALE VOICES.

SOPRANO.
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A brilliant light from heaven suddenly

shines upon the evil spirits.They shrink
back blinded murmuring their threats.
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36 No 3 Recitation Air and Chorus.
“And God Said”
Spirit of Light appears upon the ledge of rocks near Columbus immediately upon her entrance

the evil spirits hide their faces and turn away as though blinded.
During the following they attempt to oppose and overcome her.
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Spirit of light waving her wand summons her Companions who
suddenly appear in white robes and,each with a star upon
her brow blind their opponnents with their dazzling bril-
liancy. Evil Spirits then depart.
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The Triumph of Columbus.

PART II.
THE COUNCIL OF SALAMANCA.

SCENE in the Convent of St Stephen. Priests and Choristers enter chanting.
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N? 8 Columbus’ Defense.
Solo and Ensemble.
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The Triumph of Columbus.
PART III.
COLUMBUS DESERTED AND IN WANT.

SCENE. At the Convent of “La Rabida” in Spain. (Before the Entrance) Columbus and
his boy in want. Juan Perez, prior of the Convent, extends relief and aid.

N0 9. Recitation.

Diego Columbug, and his father.
“Oh give me Bread.”
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N° 10. Prayer of Columbus and his boy.
“Reproach and Disdain.”
(accompanied by Monks voices ad libitumn, and Diego.)
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(The Monks enter with father Juan Perez.)
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The Triumph of Columbus.

PART IV.
QUEEN ISABELLA AND HER COURT.

SCENE at the Spanish Court in the Alhambra after the Conquest of Granada.
N°11. Spanish Cachucha.

Queen Isabella seated on her throne. Marchioness Moya and Ladies in attendance.

Andante quasi Allegro. S. G. PRATT.
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N? 12 Song of “Ultima Thule”

With Mandolin accompaniment.

The ladies of the Court disperse: Marchioness Moya remains with the queen and taking a
guitar seats herself before the queen and sings.

Andante.
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N? 13 Recitation Isabella and March- Moya.
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Adagio.

Accompanied by Melody tn Canon.
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96 NO 16 Air and Recitation.

“A new and broad Domain?
Isabelle, Moya and Juan Peres.
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“Most Christian Princess.’
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Poco Adagio.
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Declamation and Ensemble.
Zadis St. Angel, Alonzo di Quintille and all.

Enter hastily LUIS St. ANGEL and ALONZO di QUINTILLA.

, Allegro moderato.
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(All become more and more enthusiastic.)
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N° 19. Recitation.
THE DECISION!
“Alas! The moorish wars” etc.
(Isabella and all.)
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NO 20. Isabellas’ Prayer!

FINALE. _ 4IR AND ENSEMBLE.
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Un poco piu moto. ALTO.
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120 The Triumph of Columbus.
PART V.
N? 21 Prelude.
(The Voyage,) S. G. PRATT.
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132 No 22 Sailors Song.

Hceave ho!

In distance on the “Pinta)

Heave__ ho! __ Ha - eave___ ho!'___ Ha - eave

g menie ¥

ho!__ Ha - eave__ ho!_ Ha - eave__ ho! _

Heave

- } - —lr - -_'"_ﬂ’"—"‘--——'}_—r_ﬂ
] 1 1 i
‘ Sailor Solo. N
- T - T —
f i }
_ Long
— : S
v - — . 9 = - _&"P T
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i
Invizible Nymphs.
Omly for the 2d and 8d verses. o = . -
= 1§ =]
1 1 el ) |
Oh come sail - or bola
— - 4{ - S G - ﬁl
1 +— —
(Brightly and with credulous naivete.)
5 — e :35‘—-—‘—— _—_:qﬁﬂf!
T s —
a - ges gone there lived a monk Saint
day he sailed a - way to find The
Chorus of Sailors. PP, N A N
) - e el Vil Sl Sl e - : —
- +—*— - < 11 1 ] th 1 p— |
|4 | 4 |4
(0b0i plays Melody as a Solo once through.) There lived a monk
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Bran- don was his name. He had three thousand
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Saint Brandon was his name.
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fri - ars grey To tell of his great fame.
pan - ion was So pi - ous and so  wise.
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2p Three thousand fri - ars grey To tell of
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Come___ sail-or, come!
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To  tell of his great fame. One
So pi - ous and so wise.
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SOL\O. Special voice. = .“1 > dim. - 2'/\ - '
(. WL A S S S SN ) 1 + —1 Ji
\—/ \/
Chorus. (SAILORS,) Ha - eave_-_ Hol Ha. eave__ Hol D.C
it after the repeatl o . )
| each verse. f — f dim. - - _ .
AL ———a———1—=—]

Heave___ Ho!__ Heave__ Ho!____ Heave___ Ho!__

(At close of the song Sailors go to quarters, sitting and lying donn etc.)

2.
On Easter Morning they did pray
That land might soon appear.
The isle of “Ima” rose right up:
“They landed without fear.
A giant here asleep they found
And quick converted him;
He told them of a golden isle
To which he tried to swim.

3.
But storms arose and drove him back;
The giant then did die:
And so his soul to heaven went
“And the blessed trinity.”
They gave him Christian burial
And then took to their boat;
When suddenly the isle did sink
“As they away did float”
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N¢ 23. Sirens Song of Despair.

(Sirens despairingly hovering about.)
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NO 24. Columbus’ Song of Triumph.

COLUMBUS.

PIANO.

—_—T T

Tranquillo.
Oboi

“Where far in the west”
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Adagio. Tranguitlo.
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SIRENS.

(Soto Voice.)
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No 25. Recitation.
“The turbulent spirit.”

(sotto vocz)
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N¢ 26 The Mutiny. 149

Chorus of Sarlors with Sirens accompanying.

“Let us turn back’

Andante.
TENOR I. [yt —= —F -— =|
()
| — —)
TENOR II —+ = + - 1
5 PP o~ R Ea — ]
BASS 1. - i — 5—1551——4—!
Let us turn back! let us turn back! He leads us on to
PPp—3 ™~ ‘ 3 |

BASS I. [XE — B

Let us turn back! let us turn back!
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Let us turn back! let us turn back! He leads us on to
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Let us turn back! let us turn back!
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“Be calm
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, Andante religioso.
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my men’
emble)

166

TENOR 1. = — i |
Vo .
— 33— N —r ]
TENOR Ho —€ L 3 ‘llﬁF:ﬁ T{ y 3 & |
Let us turn back! R
- } - lL ‘) L R H ) 1
BASS I = —v— g } —
Let us turn back!
T 1 ) |
BASS II = —t - —— - |
1 1 J
g s .
COLUMBUS 4—1 1 1T v, %? 1: - }"‘r i ) EE— ﬂ:j.
ry) T T f 1% T — ¥
“Je - su cum Ma - ri- a sit no- bis in
) Andante religioso.
% : 7
4 1
v Tromb. Tuba.
< mp . %
s_B', —q % i j:
Tranquillo.
— o H— I i
Let us turnback!
a A
- i s - ] -—— |
1 1T 1 1
Jil T i 1
Let us turn back!
%g ;<- ? 1 11 h k —N ~ N
- i 1 7 1
i ) O o I | }
U 1 1[7 i 1{ 81 - >
vi - a” Be calmmy men soon shall ye see the land of
Flg St. Tranquillo.

0 # - n ﬂ
o T 3 } B . ) SEE— 1
— 1 ¥

[ 5 j’ .

B——— }i . .
— bt | hi
’—‘J)i Al —llg P 1 - r
- F o R



156
(BOYS)Chorus of Angels in the sky (Invisidle)
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“Now Comrades”
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N? 29. Vesper Hymn.
(Sailors.)
Gregorian Chant (279 tone.)

Chant. (Some one voice leading.)
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N° 30. The Voyage Resumed! The Discovery.

Sailors arise and disperse, some climbing the rigging to watch for land, others mount-
ing the rear deck. whither Columbus now betakes himself.
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N¢ 31. Chorus.
“The Land! The Land!”
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The Triumph of Columbus.
PART VI.

Grand Triumphal March

and Entry into Barcelona.

SCENE 1. Square in Barcelona. Houses gaily decorated with flags and banners a can-

opied throne at

one side.
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Enter Columbus on horse back
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