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MARK ALBURGER

SAN TIMOTEO CAN[YON]TATA, Op. 33 (April 15, 1988)
For Chorus, SATB Soli, and Orchestra
After the Letters of St. Paul to Timothy

Book 1
No. 1. Chorus "Immortal, Invisible"
No. 2. Recitative / Rap "Adam"
No. 3. Duet "They Must Hold the Mystery" (Music for Three Deacons)
No. 4. Chorale "The Spirit Expressly"
No. 5. Duet "Use a Little Wine"
No. 6. Chorale "The Yoke of Slavery" (To All Life)
Book 11
No. 1. Chorus "As I Remember Your Tears" (Beneath the Cross)
No. 2. Duet "If We Have Died"
No. 3. Chorale "Last Days"
No. 4. Chorale "Being Sacrificed"

A dear friend once remarked that Southern California's San Timoteo Canyon would be a good
place in which to commit suicide. This set the mood for settings of passages from the First and
Second Epistles of Paul to Timothy -- meditations on the divine and mundane, preached
respectively over J.S. Bach's Cantatas No. 140 ("Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme") and 80 ("Ein
Feste Burg ist Unser Gott"), with anachronistic sermon substitutions of two 19th-century hymns:
the Welsh St. Denio (1839) associated with Immortal, Invisible (Walter Chalmers Smith, 1824-
1908), and Frederick C. Maker's St. Christopher (1881, a.k.a. Beneath the Cross of <Jesus,
Elizabeth C. Clephane, 1830-1869). Other expository diversions include evocations of 1950's rock
and roll, beguine, rap, minimalism, 12-tone tonality, soft-shoe, George Gershwin's Porgy and
Bess, synthetic scales, and Martin Luther.

Dynamics, save Music for Three Deacons, are ad libitum throughout, reflecting Bach's notation.

Scoring

Flute / Soprano Sax
Oboe / Alto Sax
Clarinet / Tenor Sax
Bassoon / Baritone Sax
Trumpet

Horn

Trombone

Tuba

Electric Guitar

Harp

Piano / Harpsichord / Organ (Electric / Pipe)
Strings

Electric Bass
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San Timoteo Can[yon]tata
Book I

Vocal Score

No. 1. Chorus "Immortal, Invisible"
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No. 2. Recitative / Rap "Adam"
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(Music for Three Deacons)

They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience.
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No. 3. Duet "They Must Hold the Mystery"
(spoken: 2x)
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And let them also be tsted, then, if they prove themselves blameless, let them serve as deacons.

(spoken: 2x)
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(spoken: 2x)  For those who serve well as deacons gain good standing for themselves and also great confidence in the faith in Christ Jesus.
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No. 4. Chorale "The Spirit Expressly"
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No. 5. Duet "Use a Little Wine"
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No. 6. Chorale "The Yoke of Slavery"
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Book II

No. 1. Chorus "As I Remember Your Tears"
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No. 2. Duet "If We Have Died"

=75

Allegro moderato )

-

b4
Y 4
[£an)

Oy 1
Ol 3
A
x

_—

Oy 1

x

Soprano

Bass

.o

i
i
5 o o

T

#

b

be

880415



32

£ W I

i
o

VA 1

SO

al

shall

shall

we

him

with

died

have

we

If
If

SO

al

we

dure

en

we

[ fan)

him

with

live

shall

We

him

with

reign

shall

we

¥

(7]
[Vl
Vi

him

with

live

him

with

P
e

reign

880415



33

[f.. W 1K
ANIVJ
oJ

de

will

He

mains

e

He

[

I
a°
e

al

he

him

ny
faith

de

we

If
If

mains

he

less

are

we

us

ny
faith

ful

us

ny
he

de

will

S0
faith

self

him

ny

de

not

can

for

ful

880415



Lord

the

fore

be

them

charge

and

this

of

Think

o]

o

o

o

o o[ ?
=
RNGEERE TaN e
z
Onl o ?
E
RN W [ 1B\ \h‘V
RN m [ 1B\ A?
LN . N 7 \H_M
1
s 4 A
2y -
Y
! A
£ 4 e
« 1
=) L)
e
=]
SETR-AY N
b | < ¢ ? e
Y
,H‘ﬂ
a1 2 o] o
o A, ¥ A
T —N S —

oo e
"
AN 5 €N (YHN
¥
CONE e
5
A 2« [ Ell
N £ AN )
oo e [ S
N m ('l e
o = o LA. o
==
v
5 ! e
ol o5 o .
ol E oo T
& e
=
g L
N % 9 A
1 - |
2 o ) ™
T
L .m CHi o
G
S —N S —

16

oh

(7]
o/
Vi

God

self

your

sent

pre

to

best

your

Do

880415



35

i

for

ter

chat

less

God

from

way

Stay

i

oo

e

#
L

un

more

and

more

to

in

ple

peo

lead

will

o
T Yo #y
7

rax

fe

P

) |
SaN AT
=
'y
24X A\
%
g O3 [ TaNA
Ml
Y Y
4
3 | il
)
[ 1IBNN
2 W
ER1 g
[ Y\
EREY o
=l u
' (1N
1 o
= R
" v i v B
P NE
S —N T —

Ll _v\- ﬁﬂw
[}
LT =
N <] Cy
on
Ol ' [ 1 I
d =1
AN g ¢ﬂ\ MWn
X
[ 1IBNG .v\- ¥ ]
oo ooy
A [ ) 7
B ==
[ 1 | |
RSt
B ==
Dl [ Y 1
[ Qo.,v\
(Y] [ Y] [
¥
Py
(W [ 1BNY
o/
5 ;L £ |
R x| = - B
" v i v N N
i N
& ﬁ, , NG
N —N T —

880415



o

I
7]
7

E - L

]
[7)
Vi

7]
I
7]
14

L - L
L oL

foe
foe

]

o

oh
fe®
oh
fle®

#
Y
#
#
#
Y

o

Q

]
o
Vi

foe

880415

oh
fle®

oh

#

Y
Y
Y

AN3VJ




37

No. 3. Chorale "Last Days"
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No. 4. Chorale "Being Sacrificed"

For I am al-read-y at the point of

be-ing sa-cri-ficed for the Lord's sake
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The time of my de-par-ture has come now
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