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Instrumentation

3 Flutes, 2 Oboes, 3 B � Clarinets, 2 Bassoons, 4 F Horns, 3 Trumpets, 3

Trombones, 1 Tuba, 4 Tympani, 3 Percussionists (Snare Drum, Suspended Cymbal,

Crash Cymbals, Bass Drum, Triangle, Tambourine, Glockenspiel, and Tubular

Bells), Violin I (8), Violin II (8), Viola (6), Cello (6), Double Bass (4).
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Foreword

This symphony, my first, represents a strong turning point in my music

composition syntax. It was written in 1992 when I was 31 years old. Its syntax is

focused on tonality and meter as elements in which the invention of orchestral

textures, blends, and phrasing could be created. Its orchestral textures, blends and

phrasing are combined to create musical character(s) which further create a full

musical narrative. Tonality and meter are considered smaller elements of

orchestral texture, blends, and phrasing. The smaller elements of chord and

melodic patterns define tonality, and rhythmic patterns define meter.

This symphony represents a personal enlightenment of the macro to micro

relationship stated above. Therefore, music is an infinite possibility of

arrangements of patterns of (and in) tonality and meter. My personal

enlightenment is celebrated with the development and writing of this symphony.

This celebration has no intention of beauty or ugliness, newness or tradition and

has no attempt to increase professional, social, or public status. This symphony was

written solely for personal artistic development.

Unfortunately, the cultural state and collective mindset of current national

orchestra management and directors have insulated their organizations from the

possible performance of any symphony similar in status to this symphony.

Currently, in my life time, there appears to be an arbitrary set of conditions for a

composer to successfully meet in order to gain access to public performance from

our national orchestras. It is my opinion that a composer must have considerable

economic status before he or she is recognized by our nation's orchestra directors

and managers who likewise demand exorbitant salaries from their organizations. I

do not, and refuse to participate in such conditions.

Craig Bakalian

Pennsylvania, USA

August 27, 2012
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Symphony I
Movement I

Craig Bakalian
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