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FANTINE.
COMIC OPERA IN THREE ACTS.
v OVERTURE. -

BERNICAT and MESSAGER.
Adapted from the French by B. E. WOOLF and B. M. FIELD.
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ACT 1.

. SCENE.—St Eustache Square. Church atback. A street in perspective on each side of church. Columns of market seen
at &, Between the pillars, stands of cloth venders and second-hand dealers. R. 2. E., gloomy house, with small door,
above which is seen the sign: “MiL1T24, FoRTUNE TaLLER. L. market stands of different kinds. R.U. E., addotmng‘,
market, a small shed, above which is a sign: “FraNco18, LETTER WRITER.” ,

At rise of curtain the shed of FRANCOIS is closed, and people are dtscovered looking surprzsed and discontented at the
shuiters, which are down.
NicoLET, COUNTESS, disguised somewhat elegantly as a Grisette, MANON, JULIETTE, Citizens, men and women, elc., etc.

““OUR SECRETARY, WHERE IS -HE?”
No. 1. INTRODUCTION.  Countess, Nicolet and Chorus.

Y. Allegro moderato. y
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CouUNTESS.

(Speaks aside.) 1 can wait no longer.
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“WE'RE THE FINEST TROOPS.

MILITARY SONG.

( KIRSCHWASSER during symphony brings his soldiers to a halt, and then advances.)
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Kmscn. (Gruffly.) But, tellme ? Why this crowd ? Is there a riot ?

MANON. (Onone side) No, warrior of my soul! (Zakes his arm.)
I’'m Manon, the fish dealer. We are waiting for our letter-writer.
(Smiles at kim coguettishly.)

JULLIETTE. (Zaking kis other arm.)) DI’'m Juliette, the flower girl.
(Swmiles as the other.)) 1t's our hour for correspondence.

KirscH. (Ogling one and then the other.) Ah! You are waiting for
some one ?

MANAN. Yes—Francois! We call him ‘‘Francois Blue Stockings,”
for he always wears that color.

KirscH. Francois Blue Stockings, eh?

JULIETTE. Yes. Secretary-in-chief to the market-women.

KirscH. Ali! He should know, then, some lively secrets. (Puls an
arm around cach w.ist and hugs them. They es.ape) And
these men?

WoRrkMAN, We are waiting to hear him read the paper to us, as he
does every day. :

MANON. Yes; and everybody understands everything as he reads it.
(KIRSCHWASSER chucks her under the chin, She goes up.)

NICOLEY. (MW ith admiration.) When we hear him read the debates
of the States-General, it is as good as listening to Mirabeau him-
sclf. (Enter GRATINET and COURTALIN, R. U. E., and slopping
defore FRANCOILS' s/ed.)

CourT. & GRAT. Not here!

KirscH. (Gruffly.) What do youwant? Who are you?

GRAT. (Zroubled) Who am 1? Oh, I'm a tradesman who waats
Francois to make me out a bill,

CoURT. (Z7oubled) And Il—1—I1’m a baker who—who wants an
account reckoned up.

KirscH. 'Pristi! Everybody wants this fellow with the blue stocke
ings! It’s remarkable !

GRAT. (Aside) The duece! Should he suspect !—-

KirscH. And it’s the more remarkable, because I too want him,

OMNES, (Laugking.) Ha! Ha!

KIRSCH. (Zaking letter from haversack.) Yes; to answer this letter
I have just received from Swirzerland. For I'm a Swiss, you
know. (Pathetically andjodelling.) Tralala-i-yah ! It's a note
from my wife. I ran away from her because she wanted a hand-
ful of my hair now and then. Francois shail answer it—trum-
pets and thunder !—in a way that I shall dictate.

OMNES, (Some of whom have been lookinz off R. U. E., begin the cry.)
He is here! he is here! (4 overjoyed, and surrounding FRAN-
COIS as he comes down.) .

“AH, HERE’S FRANCOIS.”

No. 2.

Manon, Juliette, Nicolet, Gratinet, Kirschwasser and Chorus.
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OmNEs. Long live Francois !

Francots, Thanks, good friends ; thanks!

*  Enter COUNTESS, R. 2. E.

CoUNT. (Aside, as ke enters)) Itishe! How handsome he is—for

a nobody !
FRAN, (70 NicoLET.) Have you seen Fantine to-day?

Nrico. Noj; but she should soon be here. Itis very near her hour

for singing in this square.

FRAN. (Tenderly.) You see, Nicolet, the fact is, when a day passes
without my seeing her—(Suddenly.) But to work! That will
give me patience. {Twrns fo crowd.) Whose turn is jt?

Mine! Mine! '

CouNT, (Advancing.) Itis mine! I was here first—as, alas! I am
every morning.,

OMNES.

FRAN. (Bows.) 1 am at your orders, Madéme.

CounT. I have a secret to confide to you. (FRANCoIS signs fo all
to retive. All go up; the women grumbling and making faces
at the COUNTESS, the men calming them. They remain at back;
the men chatting, and the women flirting with the soldiers.
Others go to their stalls, and atten.d to business.)

FRAN. (Coming down to COUNTESS.) Speak !

Count. 1 am called the Countess Celestine-Ermengarde de la
Savonniére.

FRAN. What! In this attire?

CoUNT. (Gushingly.) It is for love—(Checking herself, and, drily,y—
of the people!

FRaAN. Of the people? You!—the sister of that furious royalist,
the Marquis de Pontcornet ?

Count. Ah! TIamas much inadvance of the times, as the Marquis
is behind them. (With enthusiasm.) 1 am for liberty of every
kind—that is (Simpering.), every liberty that is wholly proper !

FrAN. Ah! Isee! (Aside) Some lunatic.

CouNT. Do these sentiments surprise you? They are easily
explained. I'm a widow. My husband was a philosopher. He
taught me very many interesting things; among others, the
important truth that, noble or plebeian, a man is always a man!

FrRAN. I think there can be no doubt of it.

CoUNT. (Zenderly.) And that plebeian and gentlemen are equal
before nature, love and beauty. I have met at the chateau many
a gentleman who had the manners of a plebeian! I know a
Pplebeian (Warm and gushingly.) who—has the manners and the
fascinations—Do you—oh,-do you understand me ?

FrAN. Perfectly! You do not wish to compromise ycurselr, and
you want me to be your interpreter with this fascinat.ng plebeian
you have condescended to notice.

CouNnT. Ab, yes! (Gushingly.)

FrAN. You want a philosophico passionate letter.

CoUNT. (Coply.) You have guessed it! You are as intelligent as
‘you are handsome.

FRAN. But first, Madame, will you permit me to dispose of these
worthy people 1 I shall then be wholly at your service.

CouNT. As you will, sir! {FARNCO1S goes up and speaks fo OMNES.)
Not a bad way to obtain a' tdte-atéte! In the meanwhile, I'll
consult Militza, to learn how my plan will succeed. (Going
towards MILITZA’S kouse, and turning.) Il soon return, Fran-
cois. (Aside.) He's lovely ! (Exit into rnouse.)

FRAN. (Coming down.) Well; whose turn is it now ?

KirscH. Mine! I'm in haste. Besides, I'm in a rage, also. I
have received this letter from my wife in Switzerland. She calls
names! She abuses me! I want you to answer it, and to show
that I can be as insulting as she is!

FrRAN, What does she say?

KirsCH. (Furiows( What does she say! What dosen’t she say!
Listen. (Reads.) “My poor Kirschwasser: I married you
through stupidity. I quarrelled with you—I made you unhappy
I thought you an idict. It is true. I ask your pardon. I am
wrong. I do not wish to explain my error. You would never
understend me. But pardon me. You shall see; write to me
at once, care of Uncle Schwartz, who will deliver to me your
letter, If you do not comply,-you don’t know what may happen.

“ CATHERINE KIRSCHWASSER.”

There! (Gives letter to FRANCOIS.) An idiot, eh! She threatens,
does she? Ah! Wait till 7 write !

FRAN. (Reading letter) My dear tellow, you have misunderstood
it. Let me punctuate it for ycu. (Reads with emotion) ** My
poor Kirschwasser: I married you! Through stupidity, I
quarrelled with you; I made you unhappy! I thought you an
idiot, it is true; I ask your pardon. I am wrong, I do not wish
to explain my fault; you would never understand me. But
pardon me: you shall See. Write to me at once, care of Uncle
Schwartz, who will deliver to me your letier. If vou do not
comply, you don’t know what may happen.

“ CATHERINE KIRSCHWASSER."”

(During the reading KIRSCH. s moved, and, at last, blubbers, and
mumbles unintelligibly.)

KirscH. Knapsacks and bayonets! I didn’t understand it so at
first! Poor Catherine !
FrRAN. What answer shall I make?

KirsCH, (Blubbering) She is unhappy ! ‘She yearns for me !
FRAN. As yousee! (Holdsout letter.)

KirscH. (Changing his tone) Well, I'm not unhappy, and 1 don’s
yearn for her. She wants more of my hair! (FRANCOIS goes

up, angry.)

OmMmNEs. Ha, ha, ha!
KirscR. (7o soldiers who have come forward.) Eyes front! Dress!
MANON. (Aside, to market-women.) Now that Francois is here, we

can give him his surprise.
KirscH. (Owerkearing.) A surprise?

JULIETTE. (/2 a low woice.) Hush! To-day is the anniversary of
the coming of Fraacois to set up his ghop here.

MANON. And weuare going tc celevrate i\

KirscH, Bravo! I'm with you. Inar kcur, I'll return. Wait fox
me. (7o soldiers.) Totzc et avout! Left ! Forward | March !
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FrRAN, Come, Nicolet! Pens, ink, and paper, and then to work !

Nico. I'll make them ready. (Exif into shop.)

GRAT. (Stopping FRANCOIS as ke is going up.) Master!

Courr. (Saluting him.) Brother ! o
FRAN. (Giving hand to cach.) Ah! You here? (Looks cautiously

over kis shoulder, and says in undertone.) Well, what now?
(NICOLET places tables and chairs outside .vlwp, fwztk pen, ink
and paper, and exits.)

GRAT. Good! Andyou?
upon you ?

Frax, (Smiles) On me? F rancois Bernier? On me, who was
torced to fly from Besancon for my liberal opinions, aad take
refuge in Paris? Have I not given you a thousand proofs of my
devotion to the cause ?

Court. Well, then, do you know the Marquis de Pontcornet?

Fran. 1 do. Very rich, and very influential with the king and his
ministers.

GRAT. (Contemptrously) An old monopolist, whose chateau at
Pitou was burned by the peasants during the famine,

FRAN. (Shrugging his shoulders.) Yes; whlle he was away in
Paris to buy food for them !

CourT. Oh, we know you befriend him. ,

FraAN. Because I know him, and have always found hxm kmd to the

" poor, and considerate to all,

Court. Well, that’s your lookout. It is true, nevertheless, that he
favors - the most unpopular measures;—that he 1s a mad re-
actionist ;—that he writes songs!

FRAN. (Laugks) 1 know that; for I correct them for hlm

COoURT. He is marked as a very dangerous man.

FRAN. (Laughs.) He dangerous? Absurd!

GrAT. He is an enemy, and you are asked to watch him.

FraN. That is not difficult.

CourT. Now let us into the house. I want to show you a list of
new followers of which you must take a copy at once.

FRrRAN. Come, then. Nicolet is one of us, so we have nothing to
fear from him. This way. (7Zhey pass before FARNcoOlS, and
enter shop.) Pontcornet dangerous! What an idea! (Exzif into
shop, laughing.)

Enter LANSAC and JASMIN, L. I E., as FRANCOIS is s¢parating,

LaN. You understand, Jasmin?

Jas. Perfectly. The young girl who has the audacity to resist us, is
to be carried off. 1 have accordingly taken care to provide a
good carriage, a pair of swift horses, and a driver who may be
relied upon. The carriage will be at nightfall at the upper end
of this square. (Points up Rr.)

LAN. You are an intelligent rascal ?

JAs. (Bows.) There is, however, one important consideration ;—the
finances. Hire of horses and carriages, ten louis; to keep the
postillion from falling asleep, two louis—one for each eye; for
the services of—the friend who is to assist me—five louis. (Dzxr.
ing the last enumeration ke is somewhat embarrassed, and eyes
LANSAC closely.)

LAN, (Sarcastically.) Prudent rogue! :

JAs. (Bowing) You are too kind. May I add, that if your uncle
and my master, the Marquis de Pontcornet, should learn that I
have been engaged in this respectable business, I shall be kicked
out of doors. I shall lose my place. Total—a sufficiently large
sum to pay all expenses, and recompense me as well.

LAN. I understand. You should be well paid; but I have lost my
last louis to-night at the faro table !

JAs. (Dismayed) The deuce you have!

Lan, Don't lct that interfere with your arrangements. I don’t see
how I shall do it at present, but if you mus¢z have this money

Can the Committee of Gravilliens count

Nico. Ah!
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to-night, it shall be forthcoming
the pretty Fantine this very evenmg. .
JAs. Then I have your word of honor as to the money?
LAN. You have. And I may rely on you? i
Jas. On the word of an honest man! B
LaN. (Looks at him dubiously.) No juggling, now!
Jas. Obh, sir!] Everything shall take place as you desire. (Gomg
up and aside.) Without me, however !

I have resolved lo carry off

LAN. Good! But where s#a// I obtain the money! 3é

- Enter COUNTESS from MILITZA’S Aouse. :
COUNT. . (Speaking as she enters.) D'l wait for her no longer.
Lan.

(See.r her)) Ahl My dear aunt? And in this attire? What

are yecu doing here? .

CouNT. 'What are you doing here?

LAN. I—I~TI am killing time. And you? —

CoUNT. - (Points to MILITZA’S house) For the fortune tghr
yonder,

LaN. Ahly You believe in the cards, then. SodoI. (Witk meav‘
ing) The cards never lie ! :

Counti. Do you think so?

Lay. 1'know'it! If they say you shall be loved by a prettybm
nette of a.girl, or a poetic blonde of a man, believe them. =

CoOUNT: (.sxmgery) And do you think-sol . Se- do I for 1 beheve
too in them.

LAN. Do you? (With sudden thought) Can you imagine what
they predicted for me this morning? Why, that a tender-hearted
relation- of mine,—~a woman of noble soul and deep aﬁecngl?
would lend me a thousand francs, of which I have m\mcd
need ! L

CounT. It meant me! :

LaN. Assuredly. The cards promised yox love,—me money.
cards never lie. ) ) .

COUNT. Me love? Ah! (Lacadaisically) Can it be? Come !

Their prophesy shall be realized in your case. I am so happy,

can refuse you nathing. Go with me and I'll give youa thous:uld

francs. May their prophesy about me be teahzed as soon !

(Sighs aside)) Ab, Francois!

(Delighted:y My dear aunt! (Enfer NICOLET frmn skop. )

(Aside.) To see that the way is clear. o g

(Sees him.) Your master is there! ’

Nico. Yes, but busy—very busy. oy

CouNT. Tell him I wittreturn, and to wmhr-mes (Aside.) I'Irst,

to get rid of my nephew.

(Aside) With the money in my pocket, Fantine is mine.

The

LAN.
Nico.
CouNT.

LAN.

CouNT. (Goingup, R:) * Are you comirg, nephew ? )

LaN. Yes, adorable . aunt! (Gives her his arm. They ergu@it,
R U.E. NICOLET follows thems up) - :

Nico. The coast is clear at last. (Goes #o shop.) You can cprie
out now. ,

Enter GRATINET, COURTALIN, and FnAncoxs Srom .flmﬂ“
CourT. Itis understood, then? . ¥
FRAN. . Petfectly. (Cheers and shouts outside, R, 2. E.) ° '
GraT. What is that?

Nico. (Looking off R,) Fantine, the street-singer.
FRAN. (With interest, and moved,) Fantine | ' S
She is here! ' =
Court. Good bye!

. GRAT. Remember Pontcornet !

FRAN. ‘Rely on me!

COURTALIN and GRATINET exeunt L, 1. E., followed by FnAhCoN;
Enter FANTINE, kolding songs in her hand, and .rxrroumzhd &j
crowd who follow her.
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No. 5.
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Ezxeunt crowd at different entrances. NICOLET, JULIETTE. MAN-
ON, and FANTINE remain. The iatier goes up and counts the
money she has recesved. Enter FRANCOIS, R. 1, i 48 crowa
disappears. -

Nico. (Going to Francols.) 1f you have noneed of me,—and you
haven't any important work on hand, Zave you # may ! join my
companions (Points up ) for a little walk ? '

FRAN. (Smiles,) Go, my g:od fellow, go— (/n kis ear.) for a litle
v;’alllcc. a '!ittlc talk, and perbaps -~ (Puskes him away gaily.) a lit-
tle kiss! )

Nico. Thanks! {Going up.) : There never was such a master!

(Gives MANON and JULIETTE an arm eack.) Now for our sur-

prise! Exeunt w:th them running R. U, £}
FrAN. At last, my dear Fantine, we ate alone ! ~But, first, tell me

~—has this young nobleman followed you again, and tried to

speak with you?

Fran.

FaN,
her as she writes.)

0“‘

Yes, to work!

FAN. (Smiles at kém.) Jealous fellow that you are. Butno! I
have not seen him for more than & week. -He has discovered
that it is useless to pursue me, I suppose. How geod you are
to me,--the poor street singer, who scarcely knows how to read
dnd write; who owes the little she does know, all to you!

You owe me nothing, Fantine; and if you did, I am more

than repaid by your smiles. ' But, come, that reminds me —this

is the hour-for your daily lesson, (Brings down table and chair
which are before his shop.)
| FAN. " My mother will not come here for me under an hour, at least,

~That-hour I.give

FRAN. (Brings down chair) Now, to work! i

(Sits down to write. FRANcCOIS overlooks

“NOW, TAKE PAINS AND MIND MY DICTATION.

No. 6. DUET.

Fantine, and Francois.

. .
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Now, take pains and mind my dic - ta-tion; And with care make eacbstroke and turn.
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Trembles, and writing nervously.)

(In half voice with passion.)

FANTINE,
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Enter MILITZA, L. L. E.

MiL. What do I see!

FaN. (Quitting Francors.) Militza!

FRAN. The deuce! (Ashamed, and taking chair and tab’e to shop to
Simulate pressing occupation.)

MiL. Well, miss, are these the principles I have taught you?

FkAN. Don’t be angry. I love her, and would make her my wife.

MiL. What! A poor girl without a sous? Your wife!

FrAN. Yes; you'll surely not withhold your consent. (7aps ker
under chin) Eh! We love each other, you know. Come, say
yes! )

MiL. If she is willing, I'm sure 7 should have no objection. Besides,
she’s only my child by adoption, and I shall be glad to see her
the wife of an honest man. The girl was found in the country by

easants, and given to them by a strolling company of acrobats.’

was then one of them, and took charge of her. The manager
did not like it; but he was a drunken brute who used to beat
me. He wanted to beat her too, and so, one night, I ran awa
with Fantine yonder, and since then we have lived as we could,
and—here we are. )

FrAN. What matters her past to me? I love her. That'’s enough!

FaN. Dear Francvis? — 1

MiL. But I must go and get breakfast ready. While thinking of the
heart, we musn’t forget the stomach. You can spare me, I
presume. (S/yly.) Eh? Well, well. While I am gone, bill and
coo, you happy noodles—bill and coo ! (Ez:t into house.)

FrAaN. What a good-hearted creature; and how much I owe her for
baving guarded for me such a treasure as my Fantine!

FAN. And you love me so very much then. (FRANCOIS Zisses ker.)

Enter PONTCORNET, R. U. E.

Pont. Do I disturb you?
FraN. Oh! The Marquis de Pontcornet !

FAN. (Aside, and starts. Struck.) Pontcornet—Pontcornet! (Re-
Slects.)

PoxT. I want you, Francois, but I see you are—ahem! busy!
(Smiles.  Losks through eye-glass at FANTINE.) Upon my word,
a pretty girl—a very pretty girl. (Poiuts to songs she has in her
hand, whick she seized when surprised by the Marguis.) What
have you there ?

FAN. (Curtseys.) Songs, if you please.

PoNT. Songs? Do you sell songs ?

FAN. (Curtseys) Yes, if you please ?

PoNT. What a curious coincidence! 1 write them.

“WE COME!
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FAN. What you? You write songs—like these?

Pont. Like these? Like anything. Of late, I have been writing
them against the revolutionists. (7akes paper from pocket.)
For instance, here is one that will inevitably overturn the factions
at present trying to ruin our country with their republican ideas.
Here, Francois, take the song and correct it. (7o FANTINE.)
And you, little one, sing it Make it popular, and your fortune
is assured; for it will win the favor of the king. [ sing the
praises of royalty. . )

FrRAN. Yes; but the people will not sing anything of that kind,

PoNT., The people will sing what they are made to sing !

FrAN. Not always!

PoONT. You will observe I have adopted a familiar bantering tone.
Listen. (Declaims poem.) :

Ye sons of France, give ear to me,
.While I unto you all explain
How through our glorious ruler we
Seek not prosperity in vain.
In our finances, no confusion;
By our laws, the people blest;
Money rolling in profusion;
And no taxes we detest.
And this is by all confessed.
And this, you see,
Will ever be
While France is ruled by royalty.

FRrRAN. (Alarmed) Not so loud, Marquis!-—at least, here, near
the market, where such sentiments are not popular.

PoNT. There are eighteen more verses like that. Do you see the
idea? Now, correct my verses—make them run smcothly, and
let this little one sing them. My protection is assured you, and
your fortune also. :

FRAN. (7Zakes paper.) 1 will attend to it, Marquis.

PonT. I will return for them shortly. (72 FAN.) And I shall not
forget you. (Aside)) Decidedly, some of the daughters of the
common people are very pretty! (Aloud.) By the way, Fran.
cois, be particular about the spelling. A nobleman has no time
to attend to such a trifle. Awu revoir. (ExitR.)

FaNn. They would pelt me with stones if I were to sing that song!

FraN. Obh, wait till I have touched it up a bit. Ah, Marquis, you are
fortunate that I am able to befriend you just now. If my
fellow conspirators knew you wrote these verses, I would not give
a farthing for your head !

Ni1co. (Enter at back.) This way! This way. : .

Fran., What now? (Enfer KIRSCHWASSER, MANON, JULIETTE,
Market women, Soldiers, Work-girls, Men and women.)

WE COME!"”

Francois, Gratinet, Kirschwasser and Chorus.
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Nico. (Concealing bouguet behind his back.) This is my offering, my
kind master. First bouquet,—violets. (Sktows iz) Emblem of
your modesty. Second bouquet,—tulips. (Skows 72) Emblem
of ardent love (Looks at FAN.) returned ! Am I not right ?

FRAN. (Gré.r;z'ng kis hand) Thanks, youngster, thanks |
Nico. (7o KirsCH. Aside.) Not so bad for me!

KirscH. (Comes forward, concealing behind him a pipe and a pack-
age of tobacco.) 1 too, bring my present—a pipe. (Skows i2.) My
grandmother gave it to me. Emblematic of matrimony! The
fire-—quarrels and tiffs. The smoke—what they end in. A paper
of tobacco, (Skows i2.) left me by my grandfather. Emblematic
of mankind generally. You must set it in a blaze to find out what
good or bad is in it. Accept them, my good Francois! (FRAN-
Cots fakes them, and gives them v NICOLET, who goes with
them to shop.)

KirscH. (Following him. Aside to kim.) Not so bad for me, either.
That was eloquence !

Enter COUNTESS, followed b) a lackey, bearing a cage covered by
e veil. '
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CouNT. And I, Francois, have not forgotten you either.
FraN., Madam— Fox too!

(Lackey raises veil, and saows two doves in cage.)
CoUNT. (Gushingly.) An emblem of faithful love.
FraN. Ah, you overwhelm me!

FAN. And do you imagi’ne I am going to give you nothing on this
anniversary ?

FRAN. (Surprised.)
FAN. Yes, I! [ have my present too. Itisn’t much. A song of

my childhood. You sha!l be the first to whom I have sung it
since I was so high. (Zndicates small child.)

You, Funtine?

FRAN. Dear Fantine, how good of you!

MANON, (70 CounTEss)) How sweet, isn't it.
each other!

CoUNT (Excitedly.) Love! (Aside) A rivall Ohl

FAN. (70 all.) Come, gather abcut me, and listen.
“ Song of the Little Sailor.”” Join in the chorts,

You see they love

It’s called the
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that's the way you know, Heave a - ho! A sail - ing he did go.
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CouNT. (Moved.)

I must speak to this girl.
KirscH. This sailing is warm work, and dry work too.
pose we moisten it, and wash down the song with a bottle or

I pro- FRAN.

festival is complete without the clinking of glasses.
I agree with you.

Come, friends, come !

OmnEs. Longlive Francois!
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Exeunt all except FANTINE and COUNTESS. FAN. goes up and looks
tenderly after FRANCOIS.
CouNT. (Aside.~Who has been troubled ever since the song, and

who % s wat.ked FAN. now and then anxiously.) If it should be 7

But to satisfy my doubts, I must bring her to my brother. But
how ?

FaN. (Looking after FRAN) How happy he is, and how I love him!

CouNTt, (Aside.) 1 have it! (Stops FAN. as sheis about to enter
MiLiTZA'S Ahouse) A word with you, child. Where did you
learn that song ?

FAN. (Swmiles)) 1t seems as if I had always known it from my in-
fancy.

CouNT. (Anxiously) And where was your infancy passed ?

FaAN, Ohb, it was a grand house, somewhere, with large old trees, and
shady walks !

CouNT. Was it in Pitou?

FAN. (Astonished) That's what Militza called it. How did yox
know ? [ remember some wicked men who burned everything in
the chateau, and then — all is confused till I remember Militza,
who took me from a man who wanted to beat me, and ran away
with me to the gipsies ; and then I grew up and began to sing for
them from town to town —and-—and — here I am, the street
singer, Fantine,

CoUNT. (Aside) Can it be she? Impossible ! My brother must
see her! (Aloud) 1 am the Countess de la Savonniere, sister
of the Marquis de Pontcornet.

FAN. (87 rtled) Again that name ! (Puts her hand to her head,
chsorbed in thought.)

COUNT. (Aside.) There can be no doubt. (A4loud.) My child, you
sing very prettily. My brother is fond of music, and he must
hear you. Come — come with me. You cannot refuse me. Ten
louis for two little songs.

Fan. But my mother?

Count. Militza? I will take you both, Bring her hither quickly.
We will go at once.

5

FaN. (Aside)) Tenlouis! With that I should not go to dear Fran.
cois quite dowerless' ! (A/oxd.) Ull go, Madame. (Zxit quickly
into MILITZA’S fouse.)

Count., This would complete my happiness, should it really be my
long-lost niece. I should then be rid of a troublesome rival ; for
though Francois may.wed Fantine, the streetsinger, he certainly
could not hope to aspire to Mlle. Pontcornet. Ah, that nephew
of mine, de Lansac, told me the cards said I should succeed in
love. (Enter FAN. and MIL. from house.)

FaAN. Here we are, madame.

MiL. (70 CouNTess.) Ah, madame!—such generosity,— such
goodness !

COUNT. (/mpatiently.) Yes,yes! We will talk of that later; but
come, now. (A4side and going.) Now, my fine Francois, we will
see if you will scorn my love ! (Exexnt L. 1. E., COUNTESS, FAN,
and MIL.)

Enter at the same moment FRAN., GRAT., NICO., men and women of
the people, MANON, and JULIETTE, R, 2. E.

GRAT. A jolly festival and good wine !

ALL. Yes, yes! .

CouRT. (70 FRAN. asidz) Have you seen Pontcornet ? Remem-
ber, he is to be watched.

FRAN. Oh, yes! (Aside) I mustsave him. (A4/oud) My friends,
I have a great piece of news for you. Pontcornet, the implaca.
ble royalist, stirred by the example of so many others, has come
over to the side of the people!

OMmNES. He?

FRrRAN. Yes, he! It astonishes you, doesn’tit? Itdid me/ Yes,
he is devoted to the cause of liberty; in proof of which you
shall hear a song of his which he has given me but now, with the
request that Fantine and myself should teach it to you. (Aséde,
laughing) Poor Pontcornet! I mustdo it!

OMNES. The song! The song!

FRAN. (Zakes song from pocket) 1tis here. Listen!

“YE SONS OF FRANCE.

No. 10. FINALE.

Nicolet, Marquis, Francois, and Choras.
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“YE SONS OF FRANCE.”
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Enter PONTCORNET, C, excitedly.

PONT. (Speaking as he enters) Yes, my friends! You may
count upon me! (Comes down.) Good people, they call me
their liberator. Why, I don’t know! (Sees JasmiN.) Here,
Jasmin! (Gives kim hat and cane.)

JAs. (Taking them stiffly.) 1 have the honor to offer my resigna-
tion to the Marquis—I beg pardon !— to cifizen Pontcornet !

PoNT. Why, what do you medn, you impudent rascal ?

fas. The ladies and gentiemen (pointedly) here assembled, cannot
preseérve their self-respect and serve a friend of the mob at the

same time. That is our ultimatum ;—if the word is right.

JAs. And now we can resume our preparations for to-night's féte,

PONT. Very well! A word, Jasmin. Do you know Francois—
him of the blue stockings?

Jas. The scribbler of the market-place?

PoNT. Yes! You will send for him at once.

to settle together !

I obey! Excuse my words of a few moments ago. We are
bound more closely than ever to you, by your affectionate proof
of loyalty to your old principles! (Rubs his back. All copy
action, sympathetically.) Come; prepare for this evening’s
festivities !

We have an account

Jas,
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OMNES.—It is shameful! OQutrageous ! OmnNes. Yes! Our ultimatum ;—if the word is right.
JAs. The idea of the Marquis fraternizing with the vulgar people! | PONT. (Furious.) Scoundrels,—idiots,—ragamuffins !
A Marquis writing songs about liberty! Bah! JAs. (Pleased) Ah! Scoundrels,—idiots,—ragamuffins! He is
OMNES. Bah! not changed then, He is nof converted to liberal ideas!
Jas. We can’t condescend to remain with such a master ! PONT. Impertinent booby! (Kicks JASMIN behind. The others all
OMNES. No! Nol! wince and make a movement as if they had received the blow.)
(Cries outside, L.—*Long live Pontcornet !” Jas. Thanks, for this testimony to your fidelity to the traditions
Jas. Do you hear that? Market people cheering the Marquis. It of your race. We will #o¢ leave you.
disgraces him! It disgraces »s / OMNES. No,no! Long live the Marquis.
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Enter COUNTESS, R. 2, E.

CoUNnT. Ah brother! ] was seeking you. I've such important
news for you. I'm on the traces of your long-lost daughter—
Jeanne !

PONT. (Startled and moved.) Jeanne!

~CouNnT. Yes, who was carried off at the burmng of your chateau
: at Pitou, by vagabonds.

PoNT. She lives, then? And you have found her in custody of
those wretches?

CouNnt, No; but with 8 good woman who brought her to Paris.

She has given me the most precise details of everything, and
the memory of her youth that I have awakened in the girl
herself, leaves no longer room for doubt.
PoNT. My child alive and found! But how did you discover
her! ' .
Count. By chance—providence. She was singing in the streets.
PoNT. (Overwhelmed) My daughter—a Pentcornet—singing in
the streets?
Count. Yes, the song you wrote for her so long ago.
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PoNT. My daughter—my little Jeanne !

FAN. (Embarrassed.) Monsieur le Marquis !

PoONT. (Drawing her towards him, and recognizing her) Why, it’s
my little songster of this morning! Can it be? (Examines her.)
You were only five ycars old, and—you have grown so!

CounT. She is your daughter, all the same. She could not stop
growing until you had found her again !

Poxnt. 1 did not think of that. She has her mother’s eyes! That
song, too!—I must believe it! She is very pretty—and bears
herself in an aristocratic manner. She inherited that from me.
(Takes her hand) And such delicate hands! Come, child,
embrace your father

FAN. (Timidly.) Pardon. me—this surprise—my emotion—this
sudden change in my life !

PoNT. Think of the chaage it has made in mine! I am your father.
And as a natural and logical consequence, you are my daughter.
(Kisses and embraces her,) Take her, sister. Clothe her in
attire worthy her new rank, while I talk with Madame Militza.
My daughter must eclipse all my guests to-night. I leave that
to you.

CoUNT. She shall have the richest garbs from her mother’s ward-
robe—until she has one of her own.

PoNT, Embrace me again, my child. There is a great deal of lost
time to be made up ! (Emdraces ker.)

FAN, (Aside) And Francois!

CounTt, Come, child!

How am I to let him know?
Come!

Exit r. 2. E., with FATINE.

PoNT. What a romance! And now, Militza, give me all the particu-
lars. Baut first about yourself. You are married?

MiL. Alas! Yes ard no! I had an excellent husband, with whom
I kept an inn in Switzerland. His name was Kirschwasser.

PoNT. One moment. I know this Kirschwasser.

MiL. (Witk joy.) Oh! You know him!

PoNT. I am mistaken. It is a drink of the same name. Go on
with your story.

MiL. We did not live happily together. It was my fault. I was

jealous—and his hair waslong and so tempting ! ——

PoNT. That you felt obliged to borrow a handful of it, now and
then!

MiL, Alas—yes! He ran away, and I bhave not seen him since.

Enter JASMIN, E.

JAs. - The person I was sent for is here.

PoNT. Ah! Good! (7» MiL) Enter here, madame. (Points
L. 2. E) We will resume our conversation by and by. Ishall
recompense your devotion.

MiL. (At¢door.) You are too good! (ExitL. 2. E.)

PonT. (77 Jas) Now show Francois in. (Exif Jas., c) I hope,
at last, that I shall obtain some explanation of the cause of my
popularity.

Enter FRANCOIS, C.

FRAN. You wish to see me !
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Pont. Ah! you are there, are you? (Reproackfully.) You know
what happened to me? The people brought me home in
triumph,

FrAN. So I hear!

PoNT. Thanks to your song. Do you know what you have done ?
You have lost me my position at court,—for as soon as the king
hears of it, he will be furious !

FRAN. When you know my reasons——

PonT. Silence, sir! You have turned me into a common politician,
who changes his politics in a moment for mob applause, Sucha
thing was never heard of.

FRAN. (Smilingly) Do you think so? And as to the song, on
this 1oth of July, 1789, serious questions are stirring Frenchmen
to the very soul. You were looked upon as dangerous to the
liberal cause, thanks to your songs in favor of the court. You
were a marked man. In changing your latest song, 1 -ave saved
you from a great peril that threatened you,

PonT. Well, I don’t thank you forit. I have even sent for you to
ask you to undo what you have done.

FRAN. That's easy enough. Tell your friends at court that 1
mutilated your song,

PoNT. But, my dear fellow, in that case, their vengeance will fall
upon you, and it is you who will be arrested. Why should I
destroy you for trying to save me?

FRAN. (Bitterly.) What does it matter? My heart suffers from one
pain that renders it insensible to every other.

PoNT. Oh, very well then. Besides, if something disagreeable is
to happen, perhaps it is better it should happen to you than to
me—that is, if you are so indifferent to it one way or the other.

Enter JaAsMIN, C.

JAs. (Announcing) The Chevalier de Lansac!

PONT. My nephew! I’ll receive him in a moment.

Fran. If you will permit me, I will go to the library and write a
letter explaining the whole affair. If you are then called upon,
you can completely exonerate yourself.

PonT. That is generous! On my part, if you get into trouble, I’ll
look after you. Depend upon me, my dear blue-stockings—I
mean, my dear Francois ! This way. (Poinfs R. 2. E.)

FRAN. (Exit R. 2. B.)

PoNT. Request my nephew to come to me.

It will be soon done.

Exit JASMIN, C., LANSAC, enters immediately, C.
LAN. Good day, my dear uncle.
PonT. Ah! And where do you come from?
LAN. (Sarcastically.) From the market-place, where I had the honor

to be a witness to your glorious triumph! Do you know you are
almost as popular now as Lafayette himself ?

PoNT. (Angrily.j Go to the ! But, tell me—what the deuce
were you doing in the market place ?

LAN. (Sighs) A love affair that turned out badly. The little
beauty that I proposed to carry off, was carried off by somebody
else. But 1 shall find her again, never fear !

PONT. Women, always women ! Why is it that you can think of
nothing else?




“THE SEX, I LOVE IT.

108

SONG.

No. 15.
Moderato.

(%5

"
il
944
a
«\l
4L
[ BN
‘|
. ‘Li ol
91
L JH
L RRU
Q]
w1
R
$L _—
i
1|
Al
#-Elm.
L JUREY

L a -.-%
r
__[___‘__

-
®.
[ 4

o

)
o
i

e

LANSAC.

E—

7/

3

b

58 framy
<3
L]
QO
"I
% E
[]
EERR T
g
28
o g
B = +
3° _—a_zca_
—-= RIS
!
2 L
. \
g |
m.m o
= L]
- N
g RS
=
= 1
£2 0 grTedd
5]
=]
> o= o]
28 _ 1)
1 _
=32 il
e | 1N
mu.nm .lf.va.u
o s
Q24 .. b
£5 YAy
. e Ut ) =
- N _
o
|
] 2
v_m )

o
|

D

=
.

e —

N

N N—N—Y

3

|
gl

and

my

bill

it,

to bow be - fore
. ing love’s grand pas - sion,

Joy
cept

Tis my
Ex

do!
find.

-~

~
]

Copyright, 1884, by OLivEr DirsoN & Co,

[
; i = _._ |
TJ g% g,il_ Y
._me jﬁw.
L1 L]
Ffaa e o TRES$
iiviel [l
: B .1
1 se Ll
L ga ]
O &5 [N
E_.V_/ 22 :..E
.._ ’ h M m —._é.'.._‘_
“ |
i et
= 1
o 5 ke
iRt
IRk
i EEN | s,
_N_N_ -3 w& 3 I»Cﬂf
o 28 _
\_z. .W mo. TTeTHh
| _ 22 "
|
) JTedd
f.__ \mm EE#
) v:#
Ul
N
o 3 ..m. o QL]

b

4

3




109

1]
aww 23
| =
il =g FARN. |
i . i Il
0/_/ S P4
-
o4
L R\ Y \W.ﬂw
a
= AR
a 35 a ‘i
pg=
| "2
x 22
.y 3 |.n m-
[-»]
D —
= y 48 .
Wy 2.8 .e -
| £ A
] e
'_/—JV mm
= rl
Pﬂwl = 8 b TN
L = |
.F_w
_ =
=
. *iw. e ar
[1]] s
1o\ E 2
WILEE Dl
L IR\ =1 ‘
\;L _ _ _ W .
i AN gQ
[P | |
‘ s T 1Y w
L]
b e 1
“Tmiy B - T
_ @ ; _
L 2
—
oix B2
“4%NT) A< [Teeh o
=
» w il
,Hl
TO a
d’nc. V4 — A
. gs gl 3 ) e
iR
v
i N .KV 1 ...+hv
\ N &&eh -~
N g

————— ———

e
[

_0_.—;
5___

( J—

N-——O

. P y——
4

—
‘

N
)

N-—5—
o

[
-
]

SPd.ccscens. o-n0sne

= M..'
-0) — — P ¥
Z w_ﬂ bﬂ ’ b
.
T
Rdy
: ol S
. I
. dul __
D del \
. — —
: .?v. :
: .e.,..T j $LLL
1 ¥ rﬁ
. l-? - n
n.fitr__
= \2._._—
T “Tees TN
I
oz
< O
=
£ 8
[~ ~] —
SE AL
W .
[
23
=33
= 5
S g
o3
g e
ﬂ L]
g Al
=3 EEN
T oW
23 ’
m <
aE
frree -
= o+ JeH
(I
P frieee -
s |l
[
B= 3 _ 4
-
e N

y vl e _
IPREET
fra o a ~_‘ n
> ;N;.’Lf Mﬁl
LB | _
v
P AAL
el B ) Hy
ol
L]} =
e = Tomh
IE
.N_;‘ B
.u«_d w 3w
@ |
LY M B r_ _d_f
aind b TR
TP
1o/ =5 TTooy
.J..‘- ; m o nl
] & |
Alla (ke
1 % 5 ar T
I
t_v B | Te RN
3%
s |l
j.,.l.r m vw; J
ie L. ..,.hv
L SN N

T
[4
LY

4

Xe
ARt
L
2

—g—

el
e}
—&
—

—
L4

b=

6

w\.m_ __ | _
.,4LM+T .Bml F/
($HR
_l_‘ — “ . _
e ol Al
3 Tadh TerTm
B X RERN]
8 m+$t
-~ 1 NP
=
=]
%
2
E
a
Ld_u_% JJ )
> ~ 3
yeni| Aial
I Bl
m < ﬂ_l' LIRS
s e W
m P TR
m !.2.47 b
B
BE.N .th.
%@u TN




PONT. Yes, yes; but, my dear nephew, you will for the future turn
over a new leaf. Anr{ by the way, I've a bit of serious news for
you. You were my sole heir; you are so no longer.

LAN. (Dismayed) Eh! What do you mean ?

PonT. Fate has sent me a charming young girl of-eighteen——

LAN. (Pretending to be shocked.) Oh, uncle!

PoNT. My daughter,—blockhead,—whom I have just found again!

Lan. What? Jeanne, my boyhood's little playfellow, found again ?

PoNT. Yes, to be a comfort.to me in my politico-lyrical troubles.

LaN. But-how did it happen ! '

PonT. Like a romance. You see, she sings.

LAN. (Puzzled) She sings!

PoNT. (Embarrassed) Yes--she sings—because,—~because she is
lively. (Aside.) He must not know she is a street singer.
(Aloud.) The fact is, that at the burning of the chateau she was
stolen by gypsies. (Aside.) Now for a good one! (A4loud) She
was rescued by a good woman and placed in one of the best
convents in Touraine, to be educated. (Aside) Wheugh!
(Aloxd) By a miraculous chance, my sister went there—or
rather was passing—or something of that kind—she does go
there occasionally you know—and. heard her sing. The voice
struck her—and - also the words of the song —and—my sister
asked the Lady Superior, and the Lady Superior asked the girl
and they—they all asked each other—and all was discovered,—
and that’s how m)v daughter was restored to me. (Aside) That
ought to settle it !

LaN Upon mI' honor, uncle, I share in your joy. Am I not to meet
my cousin

PoNT.. Certainly, certainly! But you must be indulgent to her at
first. Her manners are a trifle rough, and her education is none
of the most thorough

LAN. But the best convent Wouraine——

PoNT. (lerplexed) True, I forgot that—I mean, they spoiled her
there by over-indulgence

LAN. Well, T congratulate you on your good fortune. There is
more reason now than ever to settle this unfortunate business of
your revolutionary song. Monsieur de Breteuil is terribly angry
about it. I was p:esent at your triumph, and as | feared some-
thing disastrous might ensue, I went to our friend’s house at
once. He has given me this note for you.

PoONT. (Seizing note) Ah! Let me see! (Reads) “My Dear
Marquis: Make a public disavowal of your song, or to-night
you shall sleep in the Bastile. BReTEUIL.’ The Bastile? The
deuce! Very frizndly, that/ Tl go to him at once, for I have
just found a means of exonerating myself. (Looks R. 2. E.)

Enter JAsMIN, C.

Jas. The guests have just arrived.
PoxT. It is destined I shall not have a moment’s peace. I’ll be

with them at once. (Zxit Jas.) That is to say—(7o LAN.}—you
shall receive them.

Enter COUNTESS, R. 1. E., with FANTINE in fine attire.

CoUNT. Ah, brother!

PONT. (Perplexed.) Now ske comes.—and my daughter whom I
had forgotten! ~ She is charming, and (7o Couxr.) you've given
another proof of your good taste, sister. Come, nephew ! Let
me present you 1o your cousin (With grimaces at COUNT., and
winks at FAN.) whom we have just rescued from a convent in
Brittany,

LAN. - But you just said Touraine !

PoONT. (Confused) Yes.yes! From Tourain= 7z Brittany. (Aside.)
Liars should have good memories. (Aloud) Come. (Moves so
as {0 bring FANTINE in sight of LANsAC.) My daughter, I have
the pleasure to present to you, my nephew, the Chevalier de
Lansac. .

FAN. AND LaAN. (Eack starting) Ah!

LAN. (Zo PoNT.) Why, ’tis rantine, the street singer! (Astounded.)

FAN.d_ (7o C)OUNTESS.) Itis the young man who followed me ! (n-

gnan,

PoNT., (Aside fo0 LAN.) Be quiet, idiot! Il explain everything,
by and by, (Zakes him asid: and whispers.)

CouNT. . (4.ide 20 FAN.) Followed you, eh? He’s in love with
you, then! (Aside) A brilliant idea ! (Aloud) Nephew, offer
your arm to your cousin. (FAN. goes up, pouting.)

PoNT. Certainly. Offer her your arm. Why do you stand there
gaping at me like a moon struck calf ? '

LAN. (Aside to COUNT ) Where is the joke?

CoUNT. (70 LAN.) There is no joke. Come, Chevalier, give your
arm tq your cousin, Mlle. de Pontcornet. '
LAN. - Itizs my cousin. then? (Asize.) There’s cozening somewhere!

(Aloud ) So we are near relations? ] am delighted ! (Offers arm.)

FAN. (Zimidly takes Ais arm.) 1—I_Excuse me, Chevalier, but—
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I’m so surprised, so confused ! (Z%ey go up stage slowly, and
exeunt, C.)

PoNT. Sister, do the honors in my absence.
I must go to the chateau. (Going, C.)
CouNnT. Brother, what a lovely pair! Seeing them together, do you

not think of marriage ! .
PoNT. Marriage? Rubbish! Are you mad? I find my daughler
* this morning. I can’t marry her this evening. She'll keep!
(Going.) Let me see if Francois has finished my letter.
(Exit R. 2. E) . .

CouNT. Their marriage would complete my joy. Francois would
think no more of her, and would be free to give his attention
wholly to me. (Znter NICOLET, C., dressed as a confectioner's .
apprentice, and carrying under kis arm a small, flat wicker

Receive my guests.

basket.) ,
Nico. ~ Ah, excuse me! (Aside, surprised.) Eh'! She! My master’s
-customer ? : )
CounTt. (Surprised) Nicolet! What are vox doing here?

Nico. I have entered the service of Monsieur Gratinet, the con-
fectioner, and have been sent by Lim with these delicacies.

Count. Then you have left Francois?

Nico. (Significantly.) He has closed his shop, you know; all on
accouat of a love affair—a street singer who jilted him, to fall
‘in love with a gay young nobleman. ; ‘

Couxt. Ah! My nephew, the Chevalier de Lansac.

Nico. (Eagerly.)” Your nephew ? "(Aside.) That’s well to know !

CounT. And where is Francois ? L

NIco. (/nsinuatingly.) Scouring Paris for his little songstress.
But he'll not find her, will he! (L:n: ks strategically) He, ha!
He can't find her, of course ; because she’s kere. (Waits reply
anxiously.)

CouNT. (Unconsciously.) Yes, yes!

Nico. (Aside with joy.) Ah! lItisso, then?

CouNT. (Anxiously) But where can Francois be found?

N1Co. At the revolutionary club, waere he is to speak to-night. :

CouNT. Thank you. (Aside.) Tonight{ I'llgo! (Aloud) This
way, Nicolet. (Poists L. 1. E)

Nico. Thanks, madame. (Aside.) She is here. How to tell
Francois. (Exit L. 1. E.)

CoUNT. (Going up.) Cost what it may, Fantine must be marred
and placed out of the reach of Francois. (Nico. looks in
cautiously, L. 1. E.) And at once! (Exitc.)

Nico. (Entering) The game is won! I've learned all I wanted
to know. Wasn't it a clever idea, and won’t Francois be pleased
with my day’s work ! .

FRAN. (Outside, r. 2. E.) Good luck to you, Marquig | (Enter R.2.E.)

Nico. (Astonished) Master!

FRAN. (Same) Nicolet, what are you doing here?

Nico. (Mpysteriously.) Hush! Mum! Notaword! I'm at work
for you. Seeing you so sad, I wished to find out what had be-
come of Fantine.

FRAN. (Quickly.) And you have succeeded ?

Nico. (Euxcitedly, and speaking quickly.) - Yes; at first, I set the
neighbors talking, and then I learned tnat Fantine and Militza
had gone away with the Countess de la Savonniere. ~

FRAN. (Svartled) The Countess! She!

Nico. Yes; the aunt of the Chevalier de Lansac ; the young noble-
man, you know, who followed Fantine =0 persistenly, for a long
time.

FRAN. (Astounded) Her nephew!

Nico. Yes. And Fantine is kere /
FranN. Here!
Nico. With her father, the Marquis de Pontcornet.

FRAN. (Stunned.) The Marquis her father! Ah, then indeed Fan
tine is lost to me forever!

Nico. And why? Cheerup! You must see herand speak to her.

FRAN. (Hastily.) You are right—but how?

Nico. Do not be hasty or imprudent. Leave everything to me. I
am going to find her, and I'll tell her vou are here. Ah! but
we’ll be cunning. These nobles may be powerful, but we’ll show
them we can outwit them. No one suspects me here; and ina
short time 1’ll return and tell you all you can wish to know,

FRrRAN. Good Nicolet, kind Nicolet, go! Go, question, seek, guess,
but hasten.

Nico. Depend upon me, master. Brought up in the streets of Paris,
I am like a hunting dog. Nothing can throw me off a scent [
have once found. (Zx:f quickly, L. 1. E.)

FRAN. And am I never to sce her again? Must I say farewell for-
ever to her? Alas! She is rich and noble, and can never stoop
to one as lowly as I am. - Ah! Fantine! Fate has torn you from
my arms ; —but in pity’s name, do not drive me from your heart!
(Enter FANTINE, He sees ker)) Fantine!

FaN. Francois ! (Thkey embrace.)
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COUNT. (See:';tg them embrace) (Aside) What dol see! Francois | COUNT. (With precision) You love Fantine; but Madmoiselle

here with Fantine ? (A4/oud—sternly) Niece!

FRAN. & FAN. (Separating.) The Countess !

CouNT. (Aside) Break,heart! (Aloud) You here, Monsieur
Francois, after the trick you played the Marquis ! Your boldness
is refreshing ! Still I’'m not very angry with you, for I wanted to
see you. . (7o FAN.) My child, you are to be the queen of to-
night’s féte, and if you will permit me, I will give you afew ideas.
(LANSAC appears,C.) And, by the way, here is your cousin who
seems to be looking for you. Go to him. I'll come to you soon.
(FRANCOIS makes an angry movement.)

FAN.. (Aside to FRANCOIS,) Patience, and wait for me. (Gives Aer
arm to LANSAC, and exit C., after saluting thé COUNTESS.)
FRAN. (Aside) Dl doubt you no more, Fantine, my soul !

CouNT. (Aside) And now. for the decisive movement ! Courage,
fluttering heart—courage ! (4/oud.) Francois !

FrAN. (Bows) Madame?

COUNT. (Resolutely.) Let us speak plainly, freely and clearly, as
between man and man.

FRAN., (Astounded) Maneand man?

CounT, (Coyly.) I am awidow—anda phﬂosophet. I have studied
Jean Jacques Rosseau !

FrAN. Oh—I] see!

Pontcornet is too high above you. A Pontcornet cannot marry
an inferior {(Correcting herself.), unless she is a widow, and—a
philosopher like myself !

FRrRAN. (A4side.) [ begin to understand ! (420xd.) In the times in
which we live, all roads to distinction are open to everyone. I
can win Fantine; and she will wait for me. '

CouNt. Fantine! Madmoiselle Pontcornet is betrothed to her cou-
sin, the Chevalier de Lansac.

FRAN. Betrothed ? To de Lansac? You jest!

CounNT. You must give up your hopes in that direction. But happi-
ness awaits you in another—in the same family ! Am I plain?

FRAN. (Aside.) Very | (Aloud and somewhit jeeringly.) 1t is too
much honor to hope for !

CoUNT. You have discovered the sentiments you have awakened in
me. You feared to speak. I have spoken for you. A widow—
and a philosopher may speak freely. Treasures of the tenderest
love have been accumulating in my heart ever since I became a
wtdow. Speak but the word and they are all yours !

FraN Madame. (A4side.) I must notanger her.
dence !

CoUNT. (Aside) He is reflecting. (Aloud) 1 feel delicate in
bringing my merits to your notice ; but you compel me to do so,
as you do not seem to be aware of the value of the prize within
your reach.

Prudence, pru-
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FRAN. (Aside) What fascinating fervor! (Laughs:) She must be
told all. (A4/oud) Madame, believe me, I feel happy and hon-
ored by the frank suggestion you have but now made, but I have
sworn to love none other than Fantine.

CouNnT. You refuse, then, a palpitating heart? A heart that beats
for thee alone? So much the worse for you. Mademoiselle
de Pontcornet will wed the chevalier de Lansac, all the same
and then, ungrateful man, you will have time to reconsider your
determination—and to repent. ’

PONT. (Qutside,c.) Jasmin! La Brisée!

COoUNT. My brother! He must not see you here. Go! Go!
(Puskes him R. 2. E.)

FRAN. (Resist'ng.) But

CoUNT. You have refused me. Spare my reputation! Go—go!

Ingrate, go | (Pushes kim off, R. 2. E. Enter C, PONT., Ais dress
torn and in disorder, supported by LANSAC.)

PoNT. Oh, dear! Have I a whole bone in my body? I feel as if
I was an animated jelly!
CounT. What now, brother ?

PoNT. I have just told the people that I was not the author of that

confounded song. See the result! (Zwrns.) Oh!(Groans.) But
Before I could disavow the poem to the court,
I showed a letter Francois

that is not all.
the order was out for my arrest.
wrote, saying he alone was to blame. Too late! I begged, im-
plored, and, at last, was told if I would deny the song publicly
something might be done for me. I go to the market-place, and
do deny it! Carrots, cabages, potatoes, eggs—not fresh—and
other vegetables, fly like hail about my head. The mob follows

me to my very door shouting—* Down with Pontcornet ! ?’
CouNT. Thank fortune you are now in safety!

LAN. They shall, at least, find one who is not afraid to face them !

Pont. Indeed? (Skakes kands with him.) Thank you. In that
case, there’s no need for me to stay here. I'll' fly to England.
With the rabble on one side, and the Bastile on the other, there’s
nothing else todo !

CouNT. And your daughter?

PonT. The deuce! I didn't think of her. I've had her such a short
Now I think of it, I must save my life for her

I’ll leave her to your tender care,

time, you see.

sake. I'm off!

COUNT.  Iove a better idea. (Aside to LAN.) You love her! Sheis
worthy of you. Endorse what 1 say, (4/owd. Brother, the
danger is one that calls for bold and immediate action. Your
daughter needs a husband—a protector—he is here! (Points to

Lan.)

PoNT. My nephew!
CouNT. Yes, who has loved his cousin from her childhood !

FAN. Yes, my dear uncle, from her tenderest infancy !

CounT. You hear?
are in accord, and you can go without fear of your daughter’s

Consent to this marriage, where rank and birth

future. .

PoNT. You are right. It shall be as you say, and I'll have only my
own future to look after.

FRANCOIS appears at door, R. 2. E.

FRAN. I'muneasy in my mind! (Sees others) Ah! (Conceals him-
self again.)

PonNt. Well, then, nephew, it’s understood you are to marry my
daughter. ’

CoUNT. (Who has gone up.) Ah! And here she is! (Enter FAN.,
c.) My child, we have been discussing your future happiness.

FAN. My happiness? Oh, how kind !

FRAN. (Advancing.) Fantine!
FaN. Francois! (Going to him joyfully.)

CoUNT. ([/nterposing.) Your father, compromised by an unfortunate

jest of that—injudicious person, is obliged to fly into exile—~—
PonT. (Lackrymosely.) Yes; and I should be on my way now !

CounT. (70 FAX,)
tile, or mobbing by the angry people!

Or take the choice of two alternatives—the Bas-

PonT. Either.of which result is equally unpleasing to contemplate.
CouNT. My brother starts at once for England, and leavés you to
‘my care and that of your future husband!

FAN. (Looks at FRAN., pleased) My future husband !

Count. Don’t look that way, but ziis/ (Points fo LANSAC)

FAN. (Revolting.) That my husband! Ob, father ! No,no! I will
follow you into exile! I will share your dangers and privations ;
but I cannot, I will not marry the Chevalier when I love ans
other |

PoNT. Another}

FRAN. Brave, loyal little Fantine|



125

“YOU SAID TO ME.

Fantine.

ROMANCE.

No. 18.
» b Andante,

( 1st CouPLET.)

" FANTINE,

[
[

n

I
u

~

| =

T
fv)
s
iy
WJW‘,,..I gﬁ.rﬁ
an el
0 4
PR WD
!n_m_” | A \4.—1,—1_
TGS
t_;-?
TRL <1
o) i
i
AL P_IL

Il

-
-
o—r—o-|-0—
; A~C

+
|

q—

7~ e
20
-R_~t~f——

-~
+—E-__F_
—r

£

6
6

e
- — _.t_—.—.

| ]

L YU )

__mw a_
LT st
LIRS IR
_ ait ._._
st o\ N

P

g
—
as

quickly done

N—X
N

—N
o

ﬁ—
4
as

_.)N_..__.

Tis

LE r

‘~____..__ -

L
—
"

P S —

|- AN—2

R

-~

ion,

pin

- )

N

2,

&

| ]
! »
;Fur . twf\
N
\ | AR
R CTTTH
RN
A [
E T
[]4
_TN.! — Iir
an.
s
an = T
_u:_,.m e
E: FH
o - x]_ﬂfv
sE |11
e
o!(.W) ‘hlm,f\
it
. ,“1.3.
_ S :.mf
N L
_kr =
R
AY ¥ nOu .1
I
G
_ﬂ_z x nmw T
e frel
T
.-"ru M N
3o o AN -
M il

Pl
L

‘R

Ing

TN

e e e————

P ——

[
a3

N
N

—@
If

Ass

xgﬂﬁ

[+ Y

still of that

you're

2.
7

[
.4

¢
n-F

Copyright, 1884, by OLIVER DiTsoN & Co. ‘

per - mit me

S

But

-5—o

b8

R

6

\

<

6

3=

‘:ﬂ‘———*‘——"




2 I . “
AN E- ﬁ )
S ) |
..__:_«a W 1_0 ) ﬁ v
*ﬂd @ .
i_wl_ % R r._ QL
9| o .r.t el :“.
1.
. el |
R mo:.d_t +.Ir ;Idl—
RER SN
i
‘e & |{11e \
- © -
Al
) “ i
5 e M
Q. 1_4? m \113
B ||
.sw_,, w. B > , oL
A
tw_ &1 .6.!\ ’
e D
RS S a l.nﬂlﬂ [ NEEN
_ _ .!r.d—
g : * AR
£l Al
& e unn_,, = u_au,.
e e
~\~ -’

T
\\ t /
e
A~ rI Lf\ ~it
: He
TJ#V 3
i
PE Tt AN
T
\
m«.,.- m mlmfu-.lf .mﬂo L Yid
Tl 2 TR p®
_,\f_,\ ,O_g: \
j..P_ .w .Ai_ Q_ &.P Qi_
N ik Y
4 E e ]| =
N
F|1e S .Z.a#m —r
il I
i ar \_(IM
fHe = |frie QL
[ [ _ _
. rT__ ]
-\ rL |
jir 2 l_x_v_ D_ H:,w
B e R

<

i
R
| .. .:t:{
T
R
e ]
m, 1_:wl = W
T o
AT
) | /.fr-%
ms MR
_..Wv. ~.r
n_am.._ \ \4—4[%
) ._. JEeTiE
* 1\/ G.Q-l
e
L ja ol
4?5#«— \#lz
) 4_%-1«-
) _ﬁzr / 4‘.L+|._y_r.
(94 o.]
YERIY
] Lol
) ._. ..:n_t»«
“91_4 / 4M“_fb
Oy
3|
LT
RN RS
| LT 1
S
Al XX 1 #ﬂ_
& de R

11t :
- h
j‘_a ‘ ﬁ\
T b
| B
. WS w
el & TR W
o .
g 2
_ 2
V4 o g-f“
B.,/wm \_ .f\
R
NN = ]
g m
e\ o Th
i
Y m P Ny
jrih
L Y m., .«414\
]
W
|
hE [N e
_a_,/_d, a _ |
H..,ﬂ,_ m. m $
tﬁ_, m e
1 N
g Ny _1 f_
B .
SE Ul s ML
SE|jex 2 T N
MF&L g éu_" _ur
TR el e
SNEh  HEh




127

—HE— N —— N N—N N—-N f N NN
?ﬁ?,1;—+———-¢~1~-—1-———;~___—;'¢_— e s !
y———4 -——0———¥—"—|--¢ . Y—o—,—o ‘7 P

Kind - ness and care, and pro - tec - tion, And love hegave un-to me,
,£§;ﬁ,g e — —— . i ——
==t { — Y - -y~ \ 3 ' —t gy ————| - g~ ———
e~ f e e e s > e s e ﬂf‘ﬂ‘}ﬂ—#—q—
; — : —-——+7 -
Nl 7 2% Tl T ; P L gus Z
| — ~ )
‘“g:# ks b )
)' #; :’? p= P> )
\ i :
b ¥ R . R —_—
oo 4 N N N—-N
D il o——FR ’ ® ' N—AN—N—N—N /
i : N g ® h o | e N N—-2 ; o
= S P
Hearts but once in love are giv - en, Mine to give is not my own;
e ——— ,\ -
( g—ﬁ# [ J ) ['.' [ 2 8 ) - | 5 _'/g_’?,__‘: P S —
Hr e F ' , E | r | == ——— P - t‘{i
: (N o’ 3
—— — " ~— — —— <
——— TN — - ~

< | . T £ — | Y 2 & N
e e — & S o ® o S o~ @ e J byl
5 5%‘_?‘?—-# — o e il o e i l— 7= o
- — ; — ; e —— —— Rt b

N e ====F e —— e

sf cedez

gr_ﬁﬁ — o—1—o- B /) N N—N—
Tpe—P= S ———— - o S— 7 A i - By

§ Z =i % 2 e —
1 can nev er be an - oth - - erls, I can nev-er be an-
— - v -

e ———= — =

; - : s—6—|—o -~ — : —
ks 904 o . ) —— [J

g A e

8 —— —s 2 B 3 =, —¢
) 7 | = yl —
e E— e > - o ™ - " —
Nt S E—— A =
DAY AT - ; : bt 7 A J [ @ I Z i ]
\ i = ! —~——— { , — ; ~ — !
bt sl
. JVoat N Ae— ;i I Il bY
x_ﬁ, ) N = 3 ~ ! f N — v — - ?
fom | i 7 ; } o } 5 - ~
& i — 0 i — —
- oth - - er's, For m his, and his - a - Ilone,

s 8. | — ~ < e
Al e ———
an Wi — ! | M - SO S i R S—

o > o o (- ——— P
A PP suivez. ~——— af |

‘ PR | N et Bl P ‘

~d—#————g ! —Y » O—|—"——9 o~ B
g..g‘.‘rﬁ__q - S— e ° o ~“—— ol .
e o 2 — = —f——

— o — T > I~ . f




128

# animes. N
~#k ———— o
%ﬁg,q_, : i J— - ———»  — o d *
\a Y T ) | ’ = ) i [ ]
d“ L T Ll T v v Al v
Yes, my heart........ it's not my OWD.cosvesoocoss
P
8.5, —_ & e — 2~
Pl ST SN | = . ——— T | =
(et —— | i i i 2
Al T J 1 (i [ ——
e - —— —— - — e —]
ot | e 2| [ 2 (e, 2=
e e B e e e e £
e e e e e e e e
?:#gg N A— N N—A —ANTANT N2 ? —® ?
@ 2 S A -~ > S—_— —":g: OO 9| L
(] e 4 #
I can nev-er be an -oth-er's, For I'm his and his a - lone.
P ) ~ — oS
B4 > = ——
(&-ﬁls ~_ ] ] R R s S S S S —
"va Erre ——s !' g @ .—@—— ’e_"_____::
~— - L d -
sf =4
S =P - .
T ) e o o el  J —_—
1) egtta—" — v C L J —r—
\ e ..._._:' P b— I _’é___
| f —— v
< T
UL SN SR S
i i — e Z | —e— 1=
— e Lobed o i——e
i el | T
, g_&., , v he
Sl - j 6} 2 3= 2 1—]
e ——— ) = ===
¢ # —42 Z ——
e ! = !
PoNT. (Angrily) Whatl Marry him? The cause of all my | GRAT. Fox/ Oh, no! We have just learned at our headquarters,

troubles? A public scribbler !

A verse jingler for the mob!

Neveér! Never, I say! _ .
FRAN. (Angrily) Marquis! (Voices outside)) * Down with Pont-
cornet!”
PoNT. They're at it again! (Enfer JASMIN, C.)

Jas. The vile and greasy common people are surrounding the
house, and threaten violence to you.

PonT. Extinguish all the lights. Tell them I'm out!
NICoLET, C.)

Nico. Two delegates from the people wish to speak with the
Marquis.

PoNT. ‘T'wo delegates. Only two! It sounds like two hundred,

Nic. What answer shall 1 make them?

PONT. (Savagely) Tell them to go to the——(Calming.) Tell
them I’ll see them with all the pleasure in the world. -

Nico. (Announcing.) Delegates Courtalin and Gratinet.

PoNT. (Foyfully.) Courtalin! Gratinet! Why, I'm their best
customer. D'li give them an order now. (Enfer COURTALIN
and GtATINET, C.)

COURT. . (Running fo FRAN.) You here.

(Enter

We have been seeking

you.
GRAT. Yes! We wish tosave you.
FRAN. (Astonished) To save me?

PoxT. No! It's a mistake. 7 am the one who is to be saved.

that you have denounced Francois as the author of a seditious
song, and an order is out for his arrest. '

COUNT. and FAN. Arrest Francois!.

PonT. But he is your leader.

CouRT. (Coldly.)” Yes; and that is why we have sought him in
order to know what we shall do with you,

Poxt. (With fear.) Do with me/

FrAN. Give yourself no uneasiness, Marquis.
friends, and persuade them to withdraw.

CoUNT. (Gushing.) Talk to that wild mob?
will kill you'! )

FRAN. (Swmiles) The people know Francois’ Blue Stockings, and
his costume will protect him.

PONT. (Aside. — Seized with an idea.) Ah!
(Noise heard outside, C.)

Nico. (At back.) Soldiers are entering the house!

OMNES. Soldiers!

PoNT. Soldiers! The mob outside and the soldiers in? I hope
it takes enough of them to capture one man. Sister, detain
them bere. I’ve an idea. I'm saved! (£xifL.2.E.)

CounT. What can he mean ?

KirscH. (Outside, C.) Let the house be thoroughly searched.
Guard all the doors. No one must pass! .

1 will talk with my
You? Oh, they

A happy thought!
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Enter KIrsCH. and soldiers, followed by guests, servants, ete.

“FOR THE SWISS GUARDS, CLEAR THE WAY."

No. 19. FINALE. Fantine, Countess, Nicolet, Marquis, Lansac, Francois, Kirschwasser.

Gratinet, Courtalin and Chorus.
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Ah, Sergeant! A man but now we have ar-rested, Who tried from hence to fly!
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MARQUIS (In a stifled and frightened voice).
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and chairs before tavern.
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“THUS THROUGH THE

View on the Pont Neuf, as taken from the Quai de la Megissere,
Guard-house R. Day breaking. Night patrol with GRATINET, and commanded by COURTALIN,
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All exeunt at different entrances, except KIRSCHWASSER, COURTALIN, and
GRATINET. who remain seated at table, drinking and chatting. The
soldiers remain at back smoking, some seated on the ground, some
standing.

GRAT. (Seated at table, R., with COURTALIN and KIRSCHWASSER.) So,
my dear Kirschwusser, you are content with the turn affairs have taken?

Kirsci. Delighted, my boy! It was a lucky day when I resigned my
regimentals.

GRAT. The day after the taking of the Bastile?

hikscH. Yes; where I had conducted poor Frangois. I was as savage asa
bear. I have said good by to my uniform and have become an innkeeper.
I no longer carry the nation’s colors on my back.

courr. True! You now carry your own color in your nose!

KIrscH. (Laughs.) Yes; and warranted notto fade! Well, Pm glad ’'m
no longer a soldier. (Enter JASMIN from inn, in attire of wine-dealer’s
assistant.)

Jas. Yes; and you are not the only man who has abandoned his uniform.

KirscH True. (Presenting JASMIN.) My assistant, Citizen la Rondeur.

Jas. Formerly Jasmin, steward to the Marquis de Pontcornet.

Court. (Laughing.) And now a patriot of patriots!

JAS. One moment, please. When the Marquis deserted me by quitting
Paris, I simply changed the servants’ livery for the workingman’s apron.

KirscH. This is all very well; but business is business.

Jas. Yes, citizen, I am going to fill the order of general Lafayette. Six bot~
tles of Sauterne, was it not?

KimscH. Yes; six bottles, go! (ZKxit JASMIN into {nn.)

GKAT. _I hope that buslness prospers with you.

CoURT. And that Madame Kirschwasser attracts her share
your shop.

of customers to

KirscH. She does, I assure you. I wasn’t at all sorry Lo find héf ‘at Pont-
cornet’s. Only think of it. Two of my men, in searching the house,
found her and brought her to me as a suspicious character. I should
have recognized herT)y the scratches on the faces of her capturers, if I had
not known her the moment I set eyes on her. Well—~Pm a forgiving
nature, and she is, as she always was, a very striking woman—I mean to
look at. I forgave her—she forgave me. I wear a wig, and we’re happy.
Ah! she makes business very lively.

GRAT. For her husband? A

KIRSCH. (Sheepishly.) Well, you see, she has to make up for lost time;
and I,—well, I have become accustomed to discipline. (Laughs.) She’s
my corporal.

MiL. (Outside from shop.) XKirschwasser! Kirschwasser!

KirscH. There she is! Eyes front!

MiL. (Appears at door.) Already with a glass in your hand!

KirscH. The glass is the inn-keeper’s musket, and I'm on drill. (Drinks.)

Mir. (Good-naturedly.) To-day you must have your wits about you, for
there’s trouble brewing.

COURT. A, yes! The municipal election. Well (raises glass ), here’s success
to our commander, Frangois! '

GRAT. And he will be elected.

KirscH. And he deserves it! ’Pristi! He has made his way quickly since
the day he was rescued from the Bastile,

COURT. )(Rising. ) Let us go and learn the result of the election. (A%
rise. .

(Enter NICOLET, L. 1. E.)

Nico. The result of the election? I have it.

OMNES. Nicolet! )

Nico. Yes; Nicolet, solo fifer of the batallion of Gravilliers. I say “ solo,”
because I am the only one! !

/”
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SONG OF THE FIFER.

No. 21. SONG and vCHORUS. Nicolet and Soldiers.
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MiL. (/mpatiently.) Yes, yes. But who is elected?

Nico. Wiy, who should it be but our commander, Francois Ber-
nier ?

OMNES. Long live the commander!
Nico. You'll see him presently, for he was close behind me.

CourT. (Looking L. 1. E) Holloa! (7» guards) Quick, there!
Here comes the commander. (Guards form in line before guard-
house.)

Nico. That’s the idea. Now, a good one.

Drums roll. Enter FRANCOIS. Soldiers present arms.

OMNES. Long live Francois? (During following speech, COURTA-
LIN sigis soldiers to recover arms and break ranks.)

FrAN. A, friends! you make me very proud and happy. Believe
me, I shall remember it.

OMNES. . Long live the commander!

FRrAN. (Anziously to COURTALIN and GRATINET.) Well, have you
nothing to say to me?

CourT. No, commander. No woman travelling alone, and coming

from England has been seen.

FRAN. (Sighs) Well,—thanks. You will soon return to the lieu-
tenant of police for further news ?

Court. Yes, commander. (As ke goes up with GRATINET.) Do
you see what a sharp lookout he keeps for conspirators from
England ? (Exeunt into guard-house followed by soldiers.)

_ FrRAN. (70 KIRsCH. and MiLiTZA.) Ah! my good friends.
. KirscH. (Moved.) 1, your friend? 1, who arrested you?
FRrAN. You only obeyed orders.

MiL. (Looking significantly at KirscH.) Yes, and it was the very
last order of any kind he has shown a desire to obey.

KiRscH. (Aside, as ke escapes into inn) My corporal doesn’t seem
amiable this morning. (Exif into inn.)

FRrRAN. (Sadly.) No news yet from Fantine, my good Militza. I fea
I shall never see her again.

Min. And you love her still ?

FrRAN, More than ever. That Pontcornet, compromised and con-
demned, should fear to return to Paris 1 can understand.
But Fantine! Ah'! if she really loved me, she would be here.

MiL. Think of her duty to her family.

FraN. Think of her duty to me. For two months I have awaited
her return in vain. Ah! Militza, she has forgotten me. (Falis
into chair by table.)

MiL. Well, well, patience,—patience, I have my own ideas about
her absence.

Enter from inn KIRSCH. with a bottle which ke caresses tenderly.)

KirscH. (Cajolingly to MILITZA.) Just one, you know, to celebrate
his election. See how sad he looks. This will cheer him up.
It always cheers me when you make me sad. (MILITZA sfaris.
KIRSCH. corrects himself.) 1 mean, when I make yox sad.

Mi. Will you be quiet, you drunkard ?
KirscH. One moment. I forbid you to call me a drunkard.

MiL. (Astonished.) Eh! You forbid? I forbid you to forbid me
anything. (About to slap ’is face.)

KirscH. (Cowed) Don't strike. I’'m defenceless.
MiL. Well. then, off with you.

KIRSCH. (Salutes) Allright, corporal. (Aside, and going.) Disci-
pline is discipline! (Goes énto inn kustled by MIL1TZA )

FRAN. Ab, this long silence drives me to despair. Fantine, Fan-
tine ! why do you rot come home to him whose only ambition is
to deserve you.
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No. 22. ROMANCE.
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Enter NICOLET. (Fromguardhouse.) pusking a small cart before him, on whick is a fountain repre-
Nico. (Salutes) Commander, a letter from Gen. Lafayette, to Senting the Bastile. Following, the COUNTESS, dresscd as a

FraAN.

be delivered only into your hands.

at their usual place of meeting,

Very well.
staff. Come, Nicolet!

(Zakes letter. Reads.) Order for the Gravilliers battalion
to report in full dress for the service of the National Assembly,

(Exit, followed by NICOLET.)
At the same moment enter R. U. E. men and women of the people.
In the midst of them, PONTCORNET, dressed as a Norman peasant,

I will notify my

PoxrT.
Count. Coffee!

PoNT.

peasant woman, with a coffce fountain.

Ice cold cider! Good Normandy cider! Who'll buy?
Hot coffee!

Who'll buy ?

(Peaple pass from one to the other, and buy.)

(Aside.

Eyeing COUNTESS.) Bravo!
CoUNT. (Aside. Eyeing PONTCORNET.) Perfectl



191

““CIDER AND COFFEE."”

No. 23. DUETT.
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The people pay them after being served, whick is during the re-
Jrain, and then exeunt at different entrances.

Our disguises are a great success.

PoNT. Nobody recognizes us.

CouNT. Yes, but not improving to our personal appearance. (Look-
ing about) But where can Lansac be? We were to meet him
at Militza’s.

PoNT. I hope he has found my daughter.

Count. Depend upon it he has followed her closely. To think of
her quitting us to return to Paris, perhaps to meet her old lover,
Francois.

PoxT. Impossible! A Pontcornet could not disgrace berself so.

CouNT. But she has been a Pontcornet for such a short time !

PoNT. Will Lansac never come? I am tired of dragging this dread-
ful machine around.

CounT. And I of crying coffee.

PonT. I'm dying of thirst.

Count. Well, and why do you not drink from your fountain!

Pont. Of course! I've a right to drink my own cider. I've paid
dearly enough. for it! (Zakes goblet, and turns tap.) Not a drop!
Of course! My luck! I must have it filled, because a vender of
cider without any cider to vend would be open to suspicion.

Where the deuce do they sell the stuff? Ah! try that.
CounT. But if you can’t get there ?

PoNT. Then I'll make some lemonade. It can’t be any more sour
thaa the cider.

Enter JAS. from inn, carrying a basket with six bottles.

PoNT Ah! here is somebody.
you there ?

I say, my good fellow, what bave

JAS. What's that your business? (Crosses him.)

PoONT. (Kicks kim.) You rascal! How dare you!

Jas. (Startled and aside) Ah! That kick! I know the trade-

mark. It is the marquis.
CoUNT. (Aside) Brother, your noble manner will betray you.

JAs. (Aside) 1f it be he, I'll make him pay for kicking a citizen !

Pont. What sor? of wine have you there?

199

Jas. Sauterpe.

Pont. That’ll do. Pour it in here. ['ll sell it for lemonade.

JAs. Sauterne for lemonade?

PoNT. Yes. It's a private recipe of my own. (Takes bottles, and

with the aid of COUNTESS, fills the fountain; JAS. drawing the
corks)) 1t's expensive, I know, but I am going to give the peo-
ple a treat. ‘

JAs. (Drewing corks.) A treat—yes! And I'll give yéu a treat for
that kick.

PoNT.

It must be the marquis.

How much have. I to pay you?

JAs. (Winking, aside.) Thirty-eight francs.

PoONT. (Aside) The scoundrell (Aloud) Very cheap. Here!

tves him money.)

JAs. (Aside.) English money! Itis the marquis! (4/oud.) Much
obliged! (A4séde.) I'll go and ‘nform on him ! It’s mean, I know,
but it will show my patriotism. (Alxd.) I1'll get your change.

Pont. (Loftily.) Keep the change. _

Jas. Eh! (Aside)) Fourteen francs for the waiter? The 'cotfntry’s
in danger! I'll notify the guard. (Exif into guardhouse.)

CounTt. Will Lansac never come ?

Poxt. Do not be impatient ; we will wait here, no one will recog-

nize us,
Enter JAs. with GRAT., COURT. and guards.

JAS. (Aside to them, and pointing.) There they are—English spies,

who sell Sauterne for lemonade !

GRAT. Leave them to me. (Approackes PoNT., and slapping him on
back) Well, citizen, how does business prosper with you?

PoNT. (Zerrified) The guard!

Count. The guard! (Wipes her cups in a frenzied manner, on
ker apron, turning her back to the soldiers)

PONT. (Assuming a silly country air.) Good, Business is very
good. :

GRAT. And your lemonade good, also? Give me a glass.
PoNT. Certainly. Here_here! (Turns outglass.)

GR4T, (70 guards) Help yourselves, comrades. It is only two

tous a glass. It is my treat.

CHORUS, (As they drink.)
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CourT. To the health of Francois Blue Stockings.

CouNT. Francois? You know him? (PONT. drinks.)

CourT Know him? Why, he’s our commander. He was here but

a few moments ago
PoNT. (Amxiously.) Here! And alone?
Count. What do you mean by a/loze t

PoNT. (Z7roubled) Why, alone!
double—that is—I've heard of his having a—a-—pretty com-

When I say alone, I mean—not

panion. .

GRAT. Oh! You mean Fantine, the daughter of the Marquis de-
Pontcornet, perhaps. The old idiot refused to give her to
Francois.

PONT. (Aside) Old idiot! Oh, if I only had him alone, with three
or four trusty friends to help me! (Drinks from fountain.)

CouNT. Does Francois still love her?
GRAT, Devotedly. (COUNT. sighs.)

COUKRT. (Putting his hand on PONT.S shoulder) Ah! that traitor
Pontcornet. It was he, you know, who had Francois thrown into
the Bastile.

PoONT. (Forgetting himself)) 1t's false.
What!

OMNES. (PONT. drinks frantically.)

Court. Do you dare to defend Pontcornet ?

PoNT. Do I look like a man who would defend Pontcornet? Non-
sense! To the deuce with Poatcornet! (Aside) Anywhere
but here. (Drinks.)

"GRAT. (Drinks, tasting) What does this mean? You sell Sau-

terne for lemonade, and this lad tells me (Poinss fo JASMIN.) that
you make change in English money.

PoNT. (SVightly drusmR.) But niy dear Gratinet,
GRAT. (Swrprised) Ah! You know me then, citizen?

CouNnT. No, no. My brother is near-sighted and liable to mistakes.
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CRAT. (Examining them.) One moment. AhL! 1 know yox now

It is the Countess de—de Boutonnigre.
COUNT. (Forgetting herself. Angrily)) Savonnitre, if you please.
GRAT. Ah! Ithoughtso. Andyouare ihe Marquis de Pontcornet.
OMNEs. Pontcornet !

PoNnT. (Tipsily.) Well, yes, it’s so. You're not going to arrest one -
of your best customers, are you?

Jas. As much as we shall regret it, Citizen Marquis, we shall have
to take that trouble. '

PONT. (Suddenly) What!
vassal!

It's Jasmin, my faithful and trusted

GRAT. (Secing angry movement of guards.) There are no longer
any vassals, citizen.

Poxnt. All right, all right. We won’t have any then. / don’t want
them, and if yox don’t—

GRAT. There! That will do. You've talked long enough. Seize
him! Take him to the guard-house. Take her also. Off with
them! Away!

PONTCORNET and COUNTESS resist, but are taken to the guard house,
whather they are followed by all but JASMIN, the prisoners re-
monstrating, the soldiers mutiering threats.

Ah!
insulting kick is avenged! (Exit into inn.)

Jas. No one will doubt my principles now, and the kick, the

Enter FANTINE, L. U. E., dressed as a street singer.

Fax. In the market place the shop of Francois is
closed, and Militza’s house is also deserted by her. What shall
Ido? I see nobody I know. But never mind. I shall find him
1 love. But where? (Struck with an idea) The little street
singer can still attract a crowd. I'll sing. I then may find some-
body whom I used to know. Perhaps Francois himself. Yes,

(Looks off R.) Ah, there are some now ! This way, good

people, this way. (People begin to fill stage slowly, and are

No one here}

yes.

Jollowed by others, who gather while the song is going on.) This
way, and I'll sing you the latest song of the day. (Afecting
gayety and manners of street singer.) Come! Listen to me.



“A TRUE PARISIAN.”

No. 25. Fantine.
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ALL. . Bravo! Bravo!
MiL.

FaN.

(Appearing from the inn.) That voice! (Advancing.)
Come, citizens, don’t forget the singer.
Enter LANSAC, L. 1, E.
Eh, Fantine ?
Enter GRAT., COURT., N1CO., and guards.

LAN. I know that voice !

NICOLET L. I. E.
Fan.
MiL.

(/n fear.) He!l

Fantine !
' Enter KIRSCHWASSER from inm,

FAN. Militza! (Ruskes to her arms.)

Nico. (Witk joy.) 1tis Fantine!

KIRscH, (Astorished.) .Eh! Mademoiselle de Pontcornet?

COURT. and Guards. Pontcornet!

LAN. (Zagerly) Jeanne (Taking FAN. by the arm, and speaking
in a low tone.), Prudence ! (A/oud.) Gentlemen (presenting her),
Madame de Lansac, my wife.

FAX. (dside to kim.) What do you mean?
Nico. KirscH,, MIL. His wife !

LAN. (70 FAN., aside)  Silence! (Aloud.) Certainly, my wife.
Why not? Since when has a French citizen been forbidden to
marry whom he chooses? 1 married my cousin in London. If
she has disguised herself in this manner, it is because she knew
that we are very suspicious just now of people coming from
England.

ALL. (Nodding to eack other.) True! True!

LAN. Besides, the name, Pontcornet,is not in favor at present, as
you all know. But the wife of Citizen Lansac has nothing to
fear, 1 hope.

CourT. Nothing. (70 people, who have pressed about FAN.) Come,
come,—make way there! (Ezxeunt men and women of the people
gradually.) .

Nico. {Aside to GRAT.) The wife of Lansac? And Francois! What
a blow for him!

LAN. (7o KirscH.) Can you provide lodgings for my wife and my.
self?

KirscH. By all means.

Lan. 1 will examine them. (Aside z0 FAN.) Be prudent!

KirscH. This way, citizen. (Asidey I wonder if fhey fight yet!
(Exit into inn, followed by LANSAC.)

(7o GraT.)

GRAT. At oncé; for if he should meet her too suddenly—(Skrugs
his shoulders.) Who knows ?—

Nico. We must tell Francois.

Exeunt N1co., and GRAT., L. 2. E.  COURT. and guards at back.
FaAN. My dear Militza! | _
MiL. Ah! That you should have married anybody but Francois !
Fan. I will explain all, by and by. But tell me, where is he ?

MiL, At the tribunal, I believe. Do you love him still ?

FaAN.
MiL,

(Overjoyed) More than ever. (Aside)) He is near, then!
But your husband—
LAN. and KIRSCH. re appear.

LAN. They will do very well.

FAN. (With pleasure.) A, cousin! I have found where he—

LAN. (Offers arm, and gravely.) Your arm, wife.

FAN. (Zakes his arm.) 1'll see you soon, Militza. (Exit into inn,
with LANSAC.)

KirscH. Married? It has completely knocked me over. Think of
it. It only took her two months to forget Francois! Is there

such a thing in the world as a true woman?
MiL. What do you say?

KIRSCH. (Angrily.) 1 say that all women are false, fickle and treach-
erous; and it strikes me—

MiL. Does it? (Slaps his face.)

KIRSCH. (Rubs face) That strikes me too! (Salu’es.) All right,
corporal. Discipline is discipline.

MiL. To think of it! Marrried, and to that fop,—~that bandbox,—
Lansac!

KirscH. It strikes me—no, it doesn’t No! I beg pardon. I mean,

1’d like to wring that Lansac’s neck. Perhaps you would prefer
to do it, and were getting your hand into practice when you
nearly knocked my head off just now.

MiL. (Driving him into inn.) Will you be off? March!

KIrscH. (Salutes)) All right, corporal. (Going to inn.)

Enter FRAN., agitated, L. 1. E., followed by GRAT. and Nico.
FraN. Alas! 1Itis true, then?
KirscH. They have told you—
FrAN. That Fantine is married.
MiL, Alas! Yes.

FrAN. To her cousin, de Lansac.

KirscH. They must have forced the poor child to do it. Still,a

woman, as I well know, has a will of her own, and—

MIL. (Frowns at him. He salutes sheepishly.) They were here
but now.

FRAN. (Angrily.) Together ?

Court. Cou:age, Francois ! Courage !

Nico. (Looking at inn.) Here they come!

FRAN. (Starting forward. He is held back by COURT. and N1co.)

Let me go! ‘
OMNES. Francois !

Enter FAN. and LAN., arm in arm, from inn, Exit GRAT.
" into guardhouse.

FRAN. (Placing kimself before them.) Itis 1!

FAN. (Owverjoyed, and going to him.) Francois | »
FRAN. (Repulsing her.) His wife! You are his wife!
LAN. Hear me!

FrAN. No!
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