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2 THE SEVEN LAST WORDS.
(Le sette ultime paroli.)

English version by g ‘
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Andante mosso, un poco agitato.

N? 1. Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do!
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N9 2. Verily I say unto thee, this day

shalt thou be with me in Paradise!
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N94. My God! My God why hast thou forsaken me?

Andante mosso.
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ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

(LITTLE FLOWERS)

" ORATORIO IN PROLOGUE AND Two PARTS

Poem by GasriEL NiGcoND

For soli, chorus (men, women and children), and orchestre

By GABRIEL PIERNE

English version by CLAUDE AVELING
Price net $1.50

ABRIEL PIERNE’S new oratorio, Les fioretti de Saint
Frangois d’Assist, which this House has issued in an expres-
sively poetic English version of the original text by Claude

Aveling, was presented for the first time at one of the March Concerts-
Colonne in Paris, and its instant success was marked by insistent calls
for the composer after each of its numbers. .

The story is as follows: Francis, enjoying a gay life in the pursuit
of pleasure, suddenly denies himself to the companions of his revels,
and admits that he has chosen “Lady Poverty” to be his bride. The
development of Divine grace in his soul is then shown: Encountering
a leper he consoles him; meeting St. Claire he recalls to.her how
he had brought her to God ; in the field the birds suffer him to approach,
listen to his exhortations and sing the glory of the Lord. He receives
the blessed Stigmata of the Passion, as a sign of his spiritual election.
Gathering his disciples, he then in the “Canticle of the Sun” em-
bodies his doctrines for their guidance. And, his lifework done, he
dies in the glorious certitude of Paradise.

A fine and flowing Prologue introduces the dialogue between Francis
and Lady Poverty. It is developed with much melodious sweetness,
and there is a charming effect of bells underlying the clear voices
of the sopranos with pianissimo chime. Oboe and xylophone give
special character to the scene with the leper, and, in the episode of
Saint Claire, alternation of violins, flutes and ’cellos throw into relief
the tender timidity of the converted woman’s song. The scene of
the Stigmata is the most dramatic of the work. Grandiosely con-
ceived from the standpoint of style, it is replete with fire and conviction.
In the “Canticle of the Sun,” the principal theme, a series of chords
in octaves and fourths introduced by the brasses is later developed
with a fine suggestion of Palestrina; while in the death-scene the
voices of the birds, “the little children of God,” waiting to carry the
soul of Saint Francis to Paradise, are again introduced. v

The spiritual beauty of its subject, and the charm, delicacy and
religious conviction expressed in its music make the work in every
way a worthy successor of “The Childrens’ Crusade” and the composer,
drawing his inspiration from the affecting ingenuousness and gentle-
ness of his hero, has imbued his pages with a wonderful atmosphere of
peace, serenity and mystic love.

New York: G. Schirmer Boston: The Boston Music Co.




