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PREFACE

The great impression produced on reading the book of
Ruth depends not merely upon the poetic charm which per-
vades this Idyll, but rather upon its own deep meaning.

The Israelitish law commanded the nearest relative of a
widow to become her protector, and to marry her if she in-
sisted upon her right. Only the Israelitish woman, not
the widow of a foreign race, could plead this law.

In the fulfilment of this law by Boaz, he shows that
only love and respect for Ruth, the Moabitess—the stranger
who had left her nation, her family, her home, and her faith,
to become the protectress of her mother-in-law, overwhelmed
by misfortune, and to unite herself to the people of Israel—
led him to choose her as wife. Prejudice against the stranger
was conquered by love.

The history of Ruth has moreover an especial signifi-
cance through her relation to Christ. From Obed, the son of
Boaz and Ruth, descended King David, from whose house in
Bethlehem, the city where Ruth’s story is laid, the Redeemer
came. The author of this work believes that this connection
ought not to be lost, and makes use of it at the close of the
Idyll to connect the narrative proper with its especial religious
importance in a far-extended, historic perspective.






RUTH AND

NAOMI

PART THE FIRST

INTRODUCTION (ORCHESTRA)

RECITATIVE (Tenor)

Now it came to pass in the days when the
judges ruled, that there was famine in the
land. And a certain man of Bethlehem-
Judah went to sojourn in the country of
Moab, he, and his wife, Naomi, and his two
sons. And now Elimelech, Naomi’s hus-
band, died, and she was left, and her two
sons. And they took them wives of the
women of Moab, Orpah and Ruth. And
Naomi’s two sons died, both of them, and
she was left of her two sons and her hus-
band.

Then she arose with her daughters-in-
law, that she might return from the coun-
try of Moab; for she had heard how that
the Lord had visited his people in giving
them bread. Wherefore she went forth out
of the place where she was, and her two
daughters-in-law with her; and they went
on the way to return unto the land of
Judah. And Naomi said unto her daugh-
ters-in-law :

NAOMI

My dear daughters, go, return each to her
mother’s house. The Lord deal kindly with
you, as you have dealt with the dead, and
with me. The Lord grant you, that ye
may find rest, each of you in the house of
her husband. Return.

ORPAH AND RUTH
Surely, we will return with thee unto thy
people.

NAOMI

Turn again, my daughters. Why will you
go with me? The hand of the Lord is gone
out against me; go, return each to her
mother’s house.
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RECITATIVE

And they lifted up their voice, and wept.
And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but
Ruth clave unto her.

RUTH

Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return
from following after thee; for whither
thou goest, I will go; and where thou
lodgest, 1 will lodge; thy people shall be
my people, and thy God my God. Where
thou diest, I will die, and there will I be
buried. The Lord do so to me, and more
also, if aught but death part thee and me.

CHORTUS

Thy mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens, and
Thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds.
Continue Thy loving-kindness unto them
that know Thee, and Thy righteousness to
the upright in heart.

RECITATIVE

So they two went until they came to Beth-
lehem. And it was in the beginning of
barley harvest. And Ruth asked leave of
Naomi to go to the field and glean ears of
corn. And she went, and came, and gleaned
in the field after the reapers: and her hap
was to light on a part of the field belonging
unto Boaz, who was of the kindred of
Elimelech. And, behold, Boaz came from
Bethlehem, and said to the reapers:

BOAZ
The Lord be with you.

CHORUS

The Lord bless thee, the Lord preserve
thee, the Lord be thy shade upon thy right
band. The sun shall not smite thee by day,
nor the moon by night. The Lord shall
preserve thy going out and thy coming in
from this time forth and even for evermore.

]



BOAZ
‘Whose damsel is this?

ONE OF THE REAPERS

It is the Moabitish damsel that came back
with Naomi out of Moab. And she said,
“I pray you, let me glean and gather after
the reapers, among the sheaves.” So she
came, and has continued until now, that she

tarried a little in the house.

BOAZ (to Ruth)

Hearest thou not, my daughter? Go not to
glean in another field, neither go from
hence, but abide here fast by my maidens.
Let thine eyes be on the field that they do
reap, and go thou after them. Have I not
charged the young men that they shall not
touch thee? And when thou art athirst, go
unto the vessels and drink of that which the
young men have drawn. Go not to glean
in another field, neither go from hence.
RUTH

‘Why have I found grace in thine eyes, that
thou shouldst take knowledge of me, seeing
I am a stranger?

BOAZ

It has fully been showed me all that thou
hast done to thy mother-in-law since the
death of thine husband, and how thou hast
left thy father and thy mother, and the
land of thy nativity, and art come unto a

people which thou knewest not heretofore.
The Lord recompense thy work, and a full
reward be given thee of the Lord, under
whose wings thou art come to trust.

QUARTET (RurH axp THREE REeap-
ERS)

RUTH

Let me find favour in thy sight, my lord;

thou hast comforted me, thou hast spoken

friendly unto thine handmaid, though I be

not like unto one of thine handmaidens.

THREE REAPERS

Blessed is he that considereth the poor; the
Lord will preserve him, and he shall be
blessed upon the earth.

RECITATIVE

So Ruth kept fast by the maidens of Boaz,
to glean unto the end of barley harvest, and
brought forth and gave to her mother,
Naomi, that she had reserved. And the
reapers praised the Lord.

CHORUS

Praise ye the Lord. Sing unto the Lord
with thanksgiving, who covered the heaven
with clouds, who prepareth rain for the
earth, who maketh grass to grow upon the
mountains. Let us praise the name of the
Lord, for His name is excellent; His glory
is above the earth and heaven.

PART THE SECOND

NAOMI

My daughter, shall I not seek rest for thee,
that it may be well with thee? And now
is not Boaz of our kindred, with whose
maidens thou wast? Behold, he winnoweth
barley to-night in the threshing floor.
Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee,
and put thy raiment upon thee, and get thee
down to the floor. And it shall be, when
he lieth down, that thou shalt go in and lay
thee down at his feet; and he will tell thee
what thou shalt do.
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RECITATIVE

And she went down unto the floor, and did
according to all that Naomi bade her. And
when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his
heart was merry, he went to lie down at
the end of the heap of corn. And she came
softly, and uncovered his feet, and laid her
down.

NOTTURNO (ORCHESTRAL)

RECITATIVE
And it came to pass at midnight, that the

[ vii ]



man was afraid, and turned himself; and,
behold, a woman lay at his feet,

BOAZ
Who art thou?

RUTH

I am Ruth, thine handmaid. Spread thy
skirt over thine handmaid, for thou art a
near kinsman.

BOAZ

Blessed be thou of the Lord, my daughter.
Fear not; I will do to thee all that thou
requirest ; for all the city of my people doth
know that thou art a virtuous woman.
Tarry this night; I will not be in rest
until I have finished this.

RUTH AND CHORUS

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He restoreth my soul; He leadeth me in the
paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.

RECITATIVE

And in the morning Boaz went up to the
gate, and sat him down there, and said unto
the elders of the city, and unto all the
people:

BOAZ

Ye people and elders of the city, be wit-
nesses this day, that I have bought all that
was Elimelech’s, of the hand of Naomi.
Moreover, Ruth, the Moabitess, have I pur-
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chased to be my wife, to raise up the name
of the dead upon his inheritance.

CHORUS OF MEN

We are witnesses this day, that thou hast
bought all that was Elimelech’s, and hast
purchased Ruth to be thy wife, that the
name of the dead be raised upon his in-
heritance.

FULL CHORUS

The Lord make the woman that is come
into thine house like Rachel and Leah; and
do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be
famous in Bethlehem.

RECITATIVE
So Boaz took Ruth, and she was his wife,
and she bare a son.

NAOMI

Hail, hail, the Lord is with me! Out of
my house the Redeemer shall come. He
shall be great, and shall be called the Sen
of the Highest, and the Lord God shall
give unto him the throne of his father,
David. And he shall reign over the house
of Jacob for ever, and [of his kingdom]
there shall be no end. Amen.

CHORUS

O, come, let us worship and bow down; let
us kneel before the Lord, our Maker. The
Lord reigneth; he is clothed with majesty.
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No 4, AIR FOR SOPRANO
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N¢ 5. CHORUS._“Thy mercy, O Lord”
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NO 6. RECITATIVE FOR TENOR
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N© 7. CHORUS (unaccompanied)..“The Lord bless thee”
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N¢ 8, RECITATIVE AND AIR FOR BASS

“Whose damsel is this?”
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N2 9. QUARTET.. “Let me find favour”’
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N? 13. RECITATIVE FOR TENOR
“And it came to pass at midnight”

Allegro agitato
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N2 15. RECIT. AND CHORUS._“And in the morning Boaz went”
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NO 16. RECITATIVE FOR TENOR
“So Boaz took Ruth”
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