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Message Symphony

for large Symphony Orchestra and Organ

opus 30

Hidayat I. Khan

To the Message of  ‘Love, Harmony and Beauty’

Let us never ignore the unstruck music which is 
ringing constantly in our hearts, and may we 

venture to love the charm of its celestial melody, 
so as to be in harmony with the call of Nature’s 
Grace in all beings, becoming thereby real and 

true expressions of God’s Beauty.

Hidayat Inayat Khan
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Music of East and West

Classical Western Harmony consists of standard classifications of modulative 
resolutions, as well as a certain amount of extended correlations between 
sound intervals, according to determined principles which have been depo-
sited all down the ages as being basic regulations governing most polypho-
nic constructions.

In the East, music is fundamentally conceived according to various emo-
tions which are determined by melodic formula’s called Raga’s and in the 
light of which specific states of mind are brought to an expression. The as-
cendant and the descendant range of varied intervals comprised in these 
numerous Raga’s are constant and immutable in each case, whereas these 
are at the same time extremely varied and are always of a sacred charac-
ter. The meditative experience revealed through the Raga’s is expressed as 
being the process of the ‘Tuning of the Heart’.
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opus 30

Hidayat I. Khan

Movements

I. Mysterious Pilgrimage in the Sacred Worlds of Esoterism  
II. Praise to the Sources of the Elements in Nature    
III. We greet each other in true Brother- and Sisterhood   
IV. ...to soothe Body, Heart and Soul       
V. That which resounds henceforth in the Temple of all Religions
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Musical Analysis

Movement I - Mysterious Pilgrimage in the Sacred Worlds of Esoterism
(10-12 minutes)

This movement is composed in the classical A-B-A form, ending with a coda.

The A-section is opened by the oboes playing theme 1, followed by a reversed aspect of the initial 
theme, played by the strings and harps. Theme 2 in the A-section is played by the trombones, en-
ding with a long coda which is determined by the pizzicato in the strings.

The B-section is recognizable by the majestic character of the basic theme played by the organ and 
later the violins.

The return to the A-section is introduced by the violins reproducing theme 1, followed by the horns  
reproducing theme 2 of that initial section. The reversed aspect of theme 1 is now reproduced by 
the trombones.

The coda takes off on a presto with the violins and strings reproducing theme 2 of the A-section, 
followed by the majestic theme of the B-section developed in the strings.

Movement II - Praise to the Sources of the Elements in Nature
(5-6 minutes)

The entire movement is based on one single theme. This specific theme is presented in the opening 
section by the celli, followed later by the trombones, horns and bassoons.

In the middle section a rhythmic pattern of variations on the basic theme introduces a certain as-
pect of mobility in the unfoldment of the thematic structure, entrusted to the wood winds ensem-
ble.

The coda, closing section or re-exposition, emphasizes a return to the initial peaceful aspect of the 
opening section, characterized by tremolo effects in the strings and the wood winds.

Movement III - We greet each other in true Brother- and Sisterhood
(6-7 minutes)

This movement consists of a group of five characteristic dances, listed as follows:

1   Reverences to all welcomed  celli, organ, flutes

2   Folkloric March     wood winds, organ

3   Dance of the Heroes    horns

4    Dance in the Village    trumpets, strings, wood winds

5    Dance of the Kings    organ, trumpets, trombones, strings 

Coda         strings
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Movement IV - ...to soothe Body, Heart and Soul
(9-10 minutes)

The classical A-B-C-A form is predominant in this movement and can be explained as follows:

A-section   Refrain    flutes

    Theme 1    harps

B-section   Refrain    english horn

    Theme 2    trumpet solo

C-section   Variations on the   trumpet solo
    thematic elements 
    of the refrain

A-section   Refrain (coda)   strings, flutes

Movement V - That which resounds henceforth in the Temple of all Religions
(9-10 minutes)

This movement is dedicated to the ‘Sacred Song’, which is also the only thematic element exposed 
after a brief pathetic introductory opening. Then, just before the coda section, there is a short ‘mo-
ment of meditation’, which emphasizes the pathos of the inner aspect hereby illustrated. The vari-
ous thematic developments are explained as follows:

Introduction       organ, timpani

Theme ‘Sacred Song’      trombones

Thematic elements      strings

Thematic elements      organ

Return of theme      strings

Thematic elements      trumpets

Thematic elements      strings, organ, trumpets, wood winds

Moment of meditation     organ solo

Coda         organ 

         trumpets

         organ



Message Symphony opus 30 Movement I - page H Hidayat I. Khan

Let  Thy wish become my desire,
let Thy will become my deed,

let Thy word become my speech, Beloved,
and Thy love become my creed.

Let my plant bring forth Thy flowers,
let my fruits produce Thy seed,

let my heart become Thy lute, Beloved,
and my body Thy flute of reed.

From the Vadan, or ‘Divine Symphony’
by Pir-o-Murshid Inayat Khan
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