Franz Schubert
Grand Duoin C D812

arranged for String Quintet
(2 violins, viola, 2 cellos)

This arrangement was made in the hope of providing a companion piece for
Schubert’s 2-cello quintet, D956. A piano duet was chosen as the source
because it gave many opportunities to score passages in which the two
violins could play what Schubert wrote for the “primo” pianist and the two
cellists what he wrote for the “secondo”. Of his many compositions for piano
duet, the Grand Duo, D812 is the only one comparable in scale to D956. It
has often been described as symphonic, and in fact several arrangements
for symphony orchestra have been made. The earliest, by Joseph Joachim in
1855, was recorded under Arturo Toscanini in 1944,

An informative summary of the Duo’s history was given by Donald Tovey in
the first volume of his Essays in Musical Analysis. Schubert’'s complete
manuscript is in the Bodleyan Library in Oxford, and it is remarkable for its
clarity and freedom from corrections. If this arrangement proves popular |
hope to publish elsewhere a short account of the difficulties | encountered
in making it. With that account | will acknowledge the generous help given
me by several musicians.

Dynamic markings are Schubert's own. Slurs are his phrasing instructions,
not bowing marks. Tempo markings in brackets are my suggestions only.

Dolf Polak, April 2012
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