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ORMAZD.

On the far mountain Albordj, in the realm of primal light, is the abode
of Ormazd.

Beyond the spheres of high heaven he created his shining hosts: the Sun,
his giant runner, who never dies; the Moon, who girdles the earth; and the
Planets, his splendid captains. Such-like as the hairs upon a Titan's head were
the unnumbered stars on the ramparts of Ormazd. Seven were his splendid
captains. Beyond the spheres of high heaven marshalled he them.

In the realm Gorodman, the dwelling of the blessed Fravashis, the circling
of worlds in their spheres was like to immortal music.

Below the bright bridge Chinevat, in the bowels of darkness, is the abode
of Ahriman.

Deep in abysmal Duzahk he created his terrible numbers — for every
creature of light a Daeva of gloom. Like the death-pang of the primal Bull
was the moaning of Ahriman—his loathing for Ormazd.

Twice on huge wings, above abysmal Duzahk, he fluttered up toward
Albordj ; twice fell he back.

Beyond his bleak pit of doom, beautiful rose the peak of Albordj; in the
bowels of darkness, like fire were the dreams of the damned.

A third time, then, Ahriman uprose; around him he marshalled his hordes—
cold stars and wandering comets, the kings of chaos. Glittered against them
the ranks of Ormazd. Dazzling and dark was the conflict.

For ninety nights the smoke of stars obscured them; till back into
abysmal Duzahk fell Ahriman, defeated. Golden, then, was the laughter of
Ormazd. Like laughter, the gold-haired Planets rattled their shields.

In the realm of Gorodman, the dwelling of the blessed Fravashis, the
circling of worlds in their spheres was like to immortal music.

[Rendered after the Bundehesch of the ancient Persians, by Percy MacKaye.]
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ORMAZD

SYMPHONIC POEM.

F.S. Converse, Op. 30.
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