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The Sun and the Moon

A Musical Fairy-Tale

Softly o’er a tiny cradle
Falls the moonbeams’ golden light.
Says the child in timid wonder,
“Wherefore shines. the moon so bright?”

Through the day the Sun grew weary;
To him spake our Lord supreme:

“Rest and sleep; and while thou sleepest,
All may slumber, all may dream.”

Then the Sun besought his brother:
‘“Brother Moon, with golden light,

Rise, and take thy shining lantern,
Guard the world throughout the night!

“Him that prayeth, him that weepeth,
Him that spoileth others’ rest

Mark thou well; and on the morrow
Bring me tidings of thy quest”

Sleeps the Sun. The Moon now.roameth
O’er the earth from shore to shore.
Then at early morn returning,
Knocks upon his brother’s door.

Rap-rap-rap! The door flies open.
"“Wake thee, Brother! Leave thy cell!

Cocks are crowing, rooks are flying;
Hearken to the matin bell!”

Wakens now the Sun,and greets him:
“Hail thee, little Brother mine!”

Pale thou seemest: what befell thee?
Why so faintly dost thou shine ?”

Now the Moon begins his story,
Tells of every girl and boy.

If he brings but pleasant tidings,
Then the Sun sets forth in joy.

But if not, he rises sadly;
Winds will blow and rain will fall.
With their nurse into the garden
Children can not go at all.

“Rest and sleep; and while thou sleepest
All may slumber, all may dream.”

J. POLONSKI

English Version by
Kurt Schindler & Deems Taylor.
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