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String Quartet No. 1 for string quartet and optional tape

The outer movements suggest the vastness and the modes of transportation found in the 
United States.  The orchestral version of the first movement won the 2003 Music Festival of 
the Hamptons' Composition Competition.  Conductor Lukas Foss and composer Mark 
Petering coordinated the Atlantic Chamber Orchestra and a moving Long Island Rail Road 
locomotive in its history-making world premiere. The New York Times, the BBC, and NPR 
covered the event.  The middle movement evokes the lyrical quality of African-American 
spirituals of the deep south, particularly those of the quilters of Gee's Bend, AL whose quilts 
have been displayed in the finest museums in America.  Lyricism and repetition are binding 
elements of the three movements.

The work is also available for string orchestra or large chamber orchestra (Symphony No. 2).
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I. TRAIN & TOWER
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II. QUILTERS’ PSALM
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III. OPEN ROAD
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ṗ

.˙ .˙ .˙ .˙ ˙

? 43
424

.˙
p sub.

.˙ .˙ .˙ œ Œ Œ 2

? 42 43
431

.
ṗ
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