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OUTWARD BOUND,

A CANTATA.

CHARACTERS.
MEzrMaID Soprano.
Samwor's Wire Contralto.
“SAILOR Tenor.

CHORUS OF SAILORS AND THEIR LiASSES.
Scevne—YARMOUTH ROADS.
No. 1.—THE EMBARKATION. Sailors.

Crorvus.— Sailors and Lasses.

On board now, on board now, 'tis time to set sail;
If they falter sometimes, true hearts never fail ;
The tie that binds us, a loving chain,

You

We break from it now to renew it again.

Sailors.
Good-bye, my dears, good-bye, my dears;
Have done with sighs, have done with fears,
Lasses.
Perhaps some little tiny fears —

Sailors.

No, see how bright the sky appears;
It smiles all foolish cares away.

Lasses.
Yes, glad with hope appears the day.

All.

% cross the billowy main,

Though now Y°"
» we
We only part to meet again.

Lasses.
Dangers are there on the sea,
Dangers are there on the shore;
Do not be surprised that we
Dread the latter somewhat more.
In climates strange
Fond hearts may change,
And maidens to their cost may find
That out of sight is out of mind.
Oh yes! oh yes!

Ch nay' oh nay!
Pray chase those foolish thoughts away.

Sharks we often find at sea,
Sharks we often see on shore ;
Do not be surprised that we
Fear the latter somewhat more.
A climate strange
Can bring no change;
But as for those we leave behind,
Why—out of sight is out of mind.
Oh yes! oh yes!

Lasses.

Oh nay! oh nay!
Pray chase those foolish thoughts away.

All
you

May fortune, good fortune, upon s attend ;

May the fairest of hopes ?&r voyage befriend ;

you ou
Where'er Yoo tarry,—where'er YO\ roam,
we we

Y? l,ﬂl still think of those who await Y°% at home
We'll us

No. 2—THE SAILOR'S WIFE.
Soxa.

Although my eyes with tears were dim,
Yet fancy gave such force to sight,

That still, methought, I gaz'd on him
Until the boat had vanished quite.



From other eyes its form had passed,
They only saw the bright broad sea;
"T'was I—'twas I beheld it last,
That boat was all the world to me.
Babe, who smil’st at every tear,
Know’st not what I say,
Look a prayer for father dear,
Pray, child, pray.

How dreary now the earth will seem—
My soul would hurry o’er the deep,
Or seek him in some fleeting dream
From which I must awake to weep.
Ye tedious hours to minutes shrink,
Ye minutes, changed to moments, fly,
Or I beneath my grief shall sink,
And, ere he comes, shall surely die.
Babe, who &e.

No. 3.—WEIGHING ANCHOR.
Four-Part Sone.— Satlors.

The anchor while we raise,

We waken thoughts of former days;
The waves that round us swell

Some good old story plainly tell.

‘The lingo that they talk

A landsman’s brain would baulk :

We know it well,—where’er we roam,
At sea the sailor ever feels at home.
Then heave and ho, sing rumbelow,
Yo-ho—yo-ho, and off we go.

We see brave Nelson's shade,

And hear the gallant words he said :

“ My men, your duty do,

For England this expects of you.”
Trafalgar’s noble fight

Shall cheer our dreams at night;

‘We'll spin long yarns of what we've seen,
And shout anew ¢ Britannia and our Queen.”
Then heave and ho, &e.

No. 4—THE MERMAID.
Soxe wite Crorus.
Mermaid.

Hark to me, hark to me,

From my grot below the sea

Here I come the moon to view;

Sailing through that field of blue

Which promises so fair—(would promises were
true!)

Mortals think no danger near ;

But the tempest’s voice I hear

In the distance, dull and low,

And its menace well I know ;

Soon it angrily will roar—

Lashing the waves—rocking the shore.

6

Sailors.

A mermaid see—an evil sign;

"Tis Friday, too—some mischief I divine;—
Then of a coming storm she sings—

No good the mermaid ever brings.

Mermaid.

Hark to me, hark to me:

On the surface of the sea

Nothing changeless can remain ;

Joy is quickly turned to pain.

Here hopes most brightly smile, that prove to be
but vain.

Would you learn where perils cease,

Where abides eternal peace,

Plunge below and seek the cell

Where I and my sisters dwell.

There are gems with inborn light,

Needing no sun—banishing night.

Sailors.

Her voice is sweet, her words are fair,
But of her magic song beware—beware.
She prates of peace and pleasant things,
But ah, no good the Mermaid brings.

No. 5.—THE SAILOR AND HIS MESS-
MATES.

ReorraTive axo Sone, wite CHorus.
Sailor.

Fill not your minds with superstitious fear ;
Whate’er befalls, let hope your bosoms cheer.
Hope gains new force and rises high above
All troubles, when we think on those we love.
Think on the hearts that fondly for us beat,
Think of the lips that our return will greet.
Dream not that Heav'n has let us wish in vain
To see those well-loved faces once again.

Oh never let a gallant heart through foolish
fancies quail,

Though shark or mermaid you may see, or on a
Friday sail ;

"Tis ever Friday’s custom to bring Saturday, I
think,

When all we jovial sailors to our wives and sweet-
hearts drink.

“Our wives and sweethearts,” that’s the toast,
wherever we may roam ;

We bear a compass in our hearts, that always
points to home:

So, though this is not Saturday, but just the day
before,

We'll drink the toast with three times three, and
throw in one cheer more.



Suilors.
*“ Our wives and sweethearts!” may the words
resound from shore to shore!
We'll drink the toast with three times three, and
throw in one cheer more.

Sailor.

We're guided by a polar star, that shines not in
the skies,

But sparkles most bewitchingly in woman’s lovely
eyes;

And whether to the north or south, or east or
west we steer,

That star is still before us, and our hearts will
thither veer.

If dull you feel, or out of sorts, the remedy is
plain,

Just view the star through mem'ry’s glass—
you'll soon be right again.

On Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and all the days
before,

We'll drink the toast with three times three, and
throw in one cheer more.

Sailors.
Our wives, &e.
Hurrah! hurrah! hurrah !
No. 6.—THE STORM.
Cuorus, wirh Soros.—Sailors (on ship).
A veil of darkness spreads around.
Hear ye the distant thunder sound ?
The storm comes mutt’ring on its way,—
It hungers for its prey.
With voice that louder—louder grows it speaks,
Now forth in all its wildest rage it breaks.
Mermaid.
Hark to me!
When ye thought no danger near,
I the tempest's voice could hear;
Knew it angrily would roar,
Lashing the waves—rocking the shore.
Sailors.
The billows rise and roar,
The tempest rages more and more,
The lightnings—forked—blue,
Kindle the sky with lurid hue;
The mermaid’s song was true.

Mermaid.
On the surface of the sea
Nothing changeless can remain.

Sailors.
O’er the tempest’s voice I can hear her rejoice.
Must all our cherished hopes then prove but vain?
Shall we ne’er see one well-loved face again ?
Wife (on shove).
Babe, who smil'st at ev'ry tear
Know'st not what I say,
Look a prayer for father dear;
Pray, child, pray!

Suilors.

The billows rise and roar,

The tempest rages more and more ;

But nothing can appal us,

Whatever may befall us.

Sailor.
Wherever we may roam,

We bear a compass in our hearts that always
points to home. :

Sailors.

Still the Mermaid’s song was true,

Death stands threatming to our view.

Thou who dost the tempest lead
Athwart the boundless sky.
Asgsist us in this hour of need ;—

Give ear unto our cry.
Lasses (on shore).

Too well the gallant ship I know :

How 'tis tossing to and fro!

All that we on earth most prize

Soon may sink before our eyes.

Wife.

‘When he gave that parting kiss,

Could I dream of woe like this?

Sailor (on ship).
Wherever we may roam,

We bear a compass in our hearts that always
points to home.

Lasses (on shore).

She nears—she nears the rock;

I dare not gaze—1I cannot look clsewhere.

How long this fearful anguish must [ bear ?

Sailors (on ship).

But nothing can appal us,

Whatever may befal us.

Lasses (on shore).

The ship has struck! Oh, dreadful shock!
Quick, man the life-boat—stoutly row !
Oh haste—oh haste—oh quickly haste!
Too late—too late! Yet, no—ah, no!

The wreck is reached! All praise to Heaven is
due.

Saved is the gallant crew.

All.
Hail to the life-boat's gallant crew!
Sailor and Wife (on shore).

Is the hour of danger o’er?

Do I see that face once more,

Which. amid the tempest wild,

Spirit-like, upon me smiled ;

Even now thy figure seems

As a fragment of my dreams.

Let me clasp thee to my heart,

That I may know an earthly form thou art.

All (on shore).
Thou who dost the tempest guide
On paths to us unknown,
Thou heard’st, in mercy, when we cried ;
Thanks—praise to Thee alone.
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