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Critical notes
This score is the first modern edition of “Cantate af Dr. Meisling til Kongen’s Fødselsdag” (G173) by the
Danish composer “Georg Gerson” (1790–1825).

The sources are:

Part “Partiturer No. 5”, “George Gersons samling: mu 7105.0963 C II, 6b” (1823), a collection of
manuscript scores by Gerson preserved at the Royal Library of Copenhagen, Denmark. The
cantata is found on pp. 120–145.

Text “Cantate i Anledning af Hans Majestæt Kongens høie Fødselsfest” “37,-206 Smaatryk”, a
contemporary printed text book, Copenhagen 1821 preserved at the Royal Library of
Copenhagen, Denmark.

The lyrics by the Danish philologist, Simon Sørensen Meisling (1787–1856) were written as a birth date cantata
for the Danish King Frederick VI (1768–1839). The text reflects the late absolute monarchy in Denmark, few
decades before the introduction of a constitution 1849. Today Meisling is mostly known as the headmaster
making life rather harsh for the poet Hans Christian Andersen during his grammar school years.

The cantata was performed February 1821 by a musical society in Copenhagen, “Selskabet for Musikens
Udbredelse”, having the composer among its board members.

In his manuscripts Gerson made use of various shorthand notations like slashed notes representing repeated
notes. Such notation types are also found in music prints from that period like Gerson’s string quartet no.
5 (G.63) published as part books 1826. The full score of this modern edition comes in two versions: a score
keeping as close as possible to the original notation and an alternative, ’contemporized’ score expanding the
shorthand notations. In the contemporized scores the beaming of vocal staffs has been adapted to modern
practices. Separate parts are contemporized as well.

Performance indications added by the editor are enclosed within brackets.

Bar No. Part Note No. Comment
9 Tim 1 No dot on the ˘ “ in Part .
91 Fl,Cl1 1 “g” in Part .
102 Ssl 1 No ^ in Part .
145 Bsn2 1–2 No slur in Part .
163 Bsb2 2 “c” in Part .
204 Vla 2 No dot on the ˘ “ in Part .
213 Vcl,Cb 1–2 No slashes on the note in Part .
227 Tim 1–2 No roll line in Part .
301 S 1 “e” in Part .
319 Vl2 7 “g\” in Part .
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