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Fearsome Critters may be played with or without a narrator. If desired, the piece may be performed
in the following 14-minute abridged version:

01—6‘}‘ 1. Night, in the Woods

2. The Hodag
3. The Squonk
4. The Whirling Whimpus meets the Cactus Cat

An alternative page 28 is included at the end of the score for the abridged version.

High-quality digital images can Program notes for performance with narrator

be obtained by contacting

larry.bitensky@centre.edu In the American lumberjack tradition, there is a genre of folklore called “fearsome critters.”
Lumberjacks would sit around the campfire at night and relay stories of these absurd, bizarre, and
colorful mythical creatures who lived in the woods. This piece is a musical depiction of several of
these critters. The music is inspired by description of these critters in Fearsome Creatures of the
Lumberwoods by William T'. Cox (1910), Fearsome Critters by Henry H. Tryon (1939), and The Wampus
Society (2011)

Program notes for performance without narrator

Out in the woods at night, in the frontier wilderness of North America, lumberjacks told stories of the
fantastic and often deadly creatures that they had encountered. The result is a genre of American

folklore called “fearsome critters.” Many of these creatures are now extinct, but some may still be

found in the wild, so be wary. That strange sound you hear might be the wind . . .
Or it might be a snoligoster . . .

Based on descriptions in Fearsome Creatures of the Lumberwoods by William T. Cox (1910), Fearsome Critters
by Henry H. Tryon (1939), and The Wampus Society (2011)

1. Night; in the Woods
2. The Hodag (Deformis corniger lacrimans)

The ferocious Hodag has bulging eyes, a maniacal smile, a row of spikes down its back, the head of an

ox, the body of a dinosaur, and a shovel-like nose. He feasts upon white bulldogs (but only on
Sundays), and he hates when you laugh at him.

3. The Hidebehind (Ursus dissimulans)
The only ones to see the grizzly Hidebehind are its victims. Stealthily concealed behind tree trunks,
the critter leaps on the unsuspecting lumberjack, disemboweling him with one swipe. The

Hidebehind has a severe aversion to alcohol - one good shot of whiskey is a successful repellent.
4. Night; in the Woods

3. The Squonk (Lacrimacorpus dissolvens)
With its misfitting skin covered with warts and moles, the melancholy Squonk may be heard weeping

under the boughs of dark hemlock trees on frosty moonlit nights.

6. The Goofus Bird (Fulica stultusregrediens)

Frequently heard but seldom seen, this poor creature doesn’t care where it’s going. Only caring
where it’s been, it flies backwards. Also known as the Filla-Ma-Loo Bird, it usually builds its nest
upside down, and its eggs are invariably Grade D.

7. The Snoligoster (Dorsohastatus caudirotula)
The huge snoligoster resembles a crocodile, but it has no legs or fins- just one large spike on its back.

Its body is covered with long glossy fur, and it propels itself through the swamp with a propeller-like
tail.

8. Night; in the Woods

9. The Whirling Whimpus Meets the Cactus Cat
At sundown, the Whirling Whimpus (7Turbinocissus nebuloides) stands by a bend in the trail and whirls on

its single hind hoof. It whirls so fast that it becomes invisible, and all you can hear is a strange

droning sound. Meanwhile, the Cactus Cat (Cactifelinus inebrius) greedily gets drunk on the sap of a
giant cactus and runs off howling into the night. Watch out cat! The Whimpus is about to turn you

into syrup.

i 0 e imr e

The Goofus Bird

Art by C%i c [d ” / @9))672.; o The Snoligoster Whirling Wimpus vs. Cactus Cat
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nstrumentaltion

Instrumentation

Narrator (optional-see note below)

Piccolo

Flute 1-2 (Flute 2 doubling Alto Flute)

Oboe 1-2

English Horn

Bb Clarinet 1-3 (I doubling Eb Clarinet if available)
Bb Bass Clarinet

Bassoon 1-2 (2 doubling Contrabassoon)

Eb Alto Saxophone 1-2
Bb Tenor Saxophone
Eb Baritone Saxophone

Horns 1-4

Bb Trumpet 1-3
Trombones 1-2
Bass Trombone
Euphonium 1-2
Tuba

Double Bass

Percussion 1

Xylophone

Percussion 2
Bass Drum, Glockenspiel, Marimba, 2 Tom-Toms (low, med. high), Triangle

Percussion 3
Bass Drum, Med. Gong, Tambourine, Tam-tam, Triangle, Vibraphone

Percussion 4
Shekere, Timpani, Triangle

Percussion 5
Brake Drum, Drum Set, High Woodblock, Med. Sus. Cymbal, Rainstick, Shaker, Shekere, Tambourine, Tam-tam,

Large Thunder Sheet (see note in score if unavailable), Toys (for “night sounds”)

Drum Set map:

: Ride
High
Mid. Tom Snare Side stick w:)go Mblock  Cymbal Cra;l; Cymbal
! |
| | I - > i
SE=SEEEESS————=——c——cc——
X [ I T ;

Ped. hi-hat Bass Dr. Floor Tom  High Tom

Piano (doubling Celesta)

Score is transposed

Note to Conductor
Fearsome Ciritters is written for one instrument for part. The conductor may double or triple instruments at his/her

discretion as long as the sound stays clear and not muddy. Passages marked solo should be played by one instrument.
The work may be performed with or without the narrator part. Program notes are included for both options.

If the piece is performed in it’s abridged 4-movement version, an alternate p. 28 is included at the end of the score.

Alternate parts for the Contrabass and Bass Clarinet can be provided.



Piccolo

Flute 1

Flute 2

Oboe 1

Oboe 2

English Horn

Bb Clarinet 1

Bb Clarinet 2

Bb Clarinet 3

Bass Clarinet

Bassoon 1

Bassoon 2

Alto Saxophone 1

Alto Saxophone 2

Tenor Saxophone

Baritone Saxophone

FHorn 1

F Horn 2

F Horn 3

F Horn 4

Bb Trumpet 1

Bb Trumpet 2

Bb Trumpet 3

Trombone 1

Trombone 2

Bass Trombone

Euphonium 1

Euphonium 2

Tuba

Contrabass

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Percussion 3

Percussion 4

Percussion 5

Piano

1. Introduction: Night, in the Woods

Narr: Out in the woods at night, in the frontier wilderness of North America, lumberjacks told stories
of the fantastic and often deadly creatures that they had encountered. Many of these creatures are now extinct,
but some may still be found in the wild, so be wary. (pause)

That strange sound you hear might be the wind . . .

(Begin at m. 2 if no narrator)

(Conductor's note: arrow indicates
l to cue the ensemble after narrator has finished)

Laurence Bitensky (2012)
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2. The Hodag (Deformis corniger lacrimans)

v

| >

33| J. =80 Ferociously, loud and boisterously

and a shovel-like nose. He feasts upon white bulldogs (but only on Sundays),

arow of spikes down its back, the head of an ox, the body of a dinosaur,
and he hates when you laugh at him.

Narr.: The ferocious Hodag has bulging eyes, a maniacal smile,

3

°

(Go directly to m. 33 if no narrator)
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3. The Hidebehind (Ursus dissimulans)

Narr.: (pause) The only ones to see
the grizzly Hidebehind

J = 96 Stealthil are its victims. i
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(Play through to m. 204 if no Narr.)

Narr.: (pause) Stealthily
concealed behind |
tree trunks,
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NGO

A

(pause) the critter leaps
on the unsuspecting
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(Play straight through if no Narr.)

Narr.: The Hidebehind
has a severe aversion
to alcohol.

v
7 T s

215 72
() m
7
"‘m
D
D]
n ~ ~
b A
{2y
D
D)
n ~ ~
b A
{2y
9
o
N ~ ~
7
"\m
D
[
n ~ ~
b A
{2y
9
o
0 o) ~
b A
{2y
"
o
n ~ ~
7
)
D
Y]
N ~ ~
b A
{2
9
D)
0 ) N
7
"‘m
D
D]
n ~ ~
A
J N e 3 o
mp ~ ~
o
)
m m
G
¥
N
e’ () o) )
7
)
D
D]
0 o) )
7
"\m
D
]
n ~ ~
7
)
D
D]
N ~ ~
b A
{2y
9
e
e’ () o) )
7
)
D
D]
N ~ ~
b A
{2y
D
D)
n ~ ~
7
)
D
Y]
N ~ ~
b A
{2
"
\e)
e () 4 a) ~ 4
b A
{2y
D
D)
0 o) )
7
"‘m
D
D]
n ~ ~
7
)
D
Y]
~ ~
o
SE
m m
rau
)
~ ~
o
)
m m
rau
)
o) )
o
)
m m
rau
)
\
m m
) T T T T T 1
7~ t t t t 1t ]
T T T T 1T 1
P 4 A ~ A
b A
&
D)
Mar. (med. mallets) Take hard. mallets
0 o) )
7
"‘m r
b b b
f) P o) o)
b A
{2y
D
D)
m m
v
)
m m
Hi
\
Celesta b
o
0 ) ~ et b —
b A ir]
{7y br
9
D)
Ia) ~ rp
)
Z




) 4 S B ik
-4 Mmf e LY ALY L JIL)
4 a X " X il
\ \ ) L) A I
. o u LY & i,
i
-8l - AL e A NTTY
Y &L ﬁ by L
A -9 | [ TN -4 b N
s o Xy
b |
LY ‘N AL LR - Hk,
= =3 =5
wls 1|6 s T s il = 5 . i
< E
z g
Lo
A
B[y %
Q
uMW B
1 ©
[
ld
uyv
e i
I T
~ ™~y \\\IH
4 s
A a =
o
l &
-4 ol
]
l al
-~ -~
ol A
Al ol o
i
ol n
- -
Al |
-4l -4
BLal
, \
)| i
C v G|
[
4\”.
i
[,
[
O Ly O O
(@)Y e (@)Y (@)Y
I i I I
N s N N
L
| g N L | ey
i
)
N N o N N NG NG N Do NG e e NG N N N N N N N N NG N M e N N e e N N N N N il N N
g - o - o g - o ™ g - o - o % % - o o - - o = - o £ - o F e - o ™ - " s
£ = £ g E = 3 g 3 = g E 3 3 s 4 £ £ £ £ e & B E £ = E § F - : : £ : 5 -
& 2 2 S & a A |
= =



SN

4
4

©
)

) %. = )
[72] [72] |72}
- - =
< < [
=" =" (="
4 4 S
1) 13) 1)
- p— - p— - p—
= = =
= = =
\J.vtml
-
-
Y
)
IL§
.5
I
Sy & SN Sy ? g & =
e kIR L I8 N
N N - - 4. 4. ™
LB L IR L IR N N N k.
9 L.JB L)B N N N Y- .
| LN N | I~ N ~ BL.N LY
N N N i - | N
N N N k18 N N
\
i i i N M 2 {
BL 18
Bl 18 AL
il il || ‘N
d I d o A iby 1
‘N ‘A ‘A il -9 N
‘N ‘A ‘A il . -9l AL N
R it
-4 -4 -4 il N -4 b
-4 -4 Ry, N | K Kl . F; Y
a - - M Ll
-y -4 -4 -y 1B ‘N ‘N A [
- -~ - - BLN ~N N - -
-4 -4 -4 APy o
-4 -4 -4 -4 N 4l .4 o
-4 o o N Nl
A o ol sl e Al i
il il e i [
-l 4l il Al 18l 4 .#\; ol
> . . . A .
2 ol i A 1 Ml A
iz 3l
LW L X\ -4 il
— O - ‘o No) No)
o N . i 8/ - - N )}
o Il Il
S E
RN o P I S - .
wn
290 SIS R i
=i
mvo m O .
— 2
vy — ~
S C ¢ C \o O = ¢
2w a 2 i AT
o=z g\ o
Ay A s B B g
5 s I s
4l - . . UL%.
il |
N IS o g
- - W el g -
ﬂ AA# o LG N N ﬂ ﬂ 3 ¢ <
A AL A A A el <
) o4 N ] gae . uﬂ ) ) Wh O
Sy N L L ) W W W W SN | )
SNO ¢ NP N NG o4 g I, PNl o N g g } DN N N GNl N BN BN BN 4 D N |= ) F i
2 = 5 £ = = = ) = 2 . . 5 5 E g e K 2 < ¥ o g 5 = < S s s s s s
< =< “




4. Night, in the Woods
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Perc. 5

Narr.: With its misfitting skin covered

with warts and moles, the melancholy Squonk
may be heard weeping under the boughs

of dark hemlock trees on frosty moonlit nights.

5. The Squonk (Lacrimacorpus dissolvens)

(Go directly to m. 248 if no narrator)
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6. The Goofus Bird (Fulica stultusregrediens)

Narr.: Frequently heard but seldom seen, the poor
Goofus Bird doesn't care where it's going.
It only cares where it's been, v =104 Quirkily
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Filla-Ma-Loo Bird,

Also known as the
it usually builds its

(Play straight through if no narrator)

nest upside down. |
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7. The Snoligoster (Dorsohastatus caudirotula)
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just one large spike on its back. Its body is covered with long glossy fur,

Narr.: The huge Snoligoster resembles a crocodile, but it has no legs or fins-
and it propels itself through the swamp with a propeller-like tail
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FI. 1

FlL.2

Ob. 1

Ob. 2
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CL2

CL3
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Bsn. 1

Bsn. 2

Alto Sax. 1

Alto Sax. 2

Ten. Sax.

Bari. Sax.

Hn.2

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

B. Tbn.

Euph. 1

Euph. 2

Tba.

Cb.

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Perc. 3

Perc. 4

Perc. 5

9. The Whirling Whimpus Meets the Cactus Cat
(Turbinocissus nebuloides/Cactifelinus inebrius)

Narr.: At sundown, the Whirling Whimpus stands by a bend in the trail

and whirls on its single hind hoof. It whirls so fast that it becomes invisible,
and all you can hear is a strange droning sound. (brief pause)

Meanwhile, the Cactus Cat greedily gets drunk on the sap of a giant cactus
and runs off howling into the night. Watch out cat!

The Whimpus is about to turn you into syrup.

v

(Go directly to m. 442 if no narrator) 4

442 . =168 Wildly; whirling and howling into the night
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alternative p. 28 for 4-movement abridged version
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