. Black Tea
{lament for Viet Nam)
‘by Gladys Brown

It ia the *tenth day
_ .Of the tenth month;
Clouds darken the sky
-Chill rain falls;
Death's dragon rides ‘my dry bones.
Behind ‘my thin wall,
By ny small stone.
I tirew my weak tea.,
The last fruit dlinss to the tree,
The wind is its assasin;
With one blow he cuts 4t down.
Sadly I watch, the. flelds weep;
K'ung Futse has.said’ =
All things must weep.
I,the famer s wife,weep.
All men go to the great wars;
I'have lost two good husbands
And: seven :sons; :
I, who am old and - poor,can find’
no husband, '
I have tolled ‘and worked much,
The land no longer obeys me;
The song of the locust is heard.
Soon famine will follow.
Then I shall taste the long sleep
Of the black tea.

Reprinted from Pegasus in the Seventies
with permission. I

. NOTES ON. PE}_IFORHANQE

Percussion: One pair of mnétal strips,a.bout 6" by 23",medium high pitch,very resonant,
struck like claves U0 .
One pair of hollow bullets or shells,about 3®long,very high pitch,very
resonant,&Struck like claves o '
Heavy chain at least 5 feet in length}
TriangleA

Voice nust have a chant-like.almgst unnatural character throughout.
Usual Double Ba.ss tuning.ha.monics notated at pitch.

For Harp: T means "a s table" B
A means "with fingernails"
4 means "dampen resonance completely’
l.v. means "let vibrate"
@ means""play at lower ehd of the strings,letting the fingers .
slide immediately and vigorously to. the bedy of the instrument”
All harmonics sound either an octave higher E or a twelfth higher F
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