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2. Wenn ich liebe,
Hor ich sanfter klingen
Alle nahe noch so rauhe Stimmen —
Wenn ich liebe,
Hor’ ich lieblich singen
In der Ferne
Bald das Meer,
Bald das Wolkenheer,
Bald sogar die Sterne.

3. Wenn ich liebe,

Schmeckt nicht blofs der Wein mir

Aus dem goldnen festbekranzten Becher —
Wenn ich liebe,

Schenkt mein Méadchen ein mir,

Macht der Welle

Klare Fluth

Mich so wohlgemuth,

Wie die Nektarquelle.

4. Wenn ich liebe,

Athm’ ich Ambradiifte

Selbst auf grauer, 6der, wilder Heide —
Wenn ich liebe,

Wehen rauhe Liifte

Milde Griife;

Find’ ich nur

Meines Médchens Spur,

Sind es Zephyrkiifse.

5. Wenn ich liebe,
Fihl’ ich alle warmlich,
Lind, und sanft, und weich, und wohlbehaglich —
Wenn ich liebe,
Ist mir nichts erbarmlich;
Selbst die Lieder,
Die ich froh
Singe so und so,
Sind mir nicht zuwider.

6. Wenn ich liebe,
Wird nicht blof erheitert
All mein innres Wesen; auch die Sinne,
Wenn ich liebe,
Werden mir geldutert:
Stiller, feiner,
Ohne Gier
Reichen alle mir
Gottes Gabe reiner.

7. Wenn ich liebe,
Bin ich ohne Sorgen,
Frei und frank, und frohlich wie ein Engel —
Wenn ich liebe,
Frag’ ich nicht nach Morgen;
Fiirchte nimmer;
Wohlgemut
Find’ ich Alles gut.
Darum lieb’ ich immer.
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Critical notes

This score is the first modern edition of 5 part songs for 2 tenors and 2 basses, “Iris” (G.154), “Die menschliche
Stimme” (G.155), “Das Brummen - von mir selbst” (WoO 9), “Liebeszauber von Baggesen” (WoO 10) and “Das
Lachen” (WoO 13), by the Danish composer “Georg Gerson” (1790-1825).. The sources are:

Part “Partiturer No. 5", “George Gersons samling: mu 7105.0963 C II, 6b” (1823), a collection of
manuscript scores by Gerson preserved at the Royal Library of Copenhagen, Denmark.
Bruz Conservatoire royal de Bruxelles, Belgium, ms. “12979”, RISM ID 705000123, title “Romance

(Tris) M9 de Gerson” with anonymous French lyrics. Bruz contains no performance marks
except the initial tempo. In this modern edition performance marks and dynamics have been
copied from Part.

Met Benediktinerabtei Metten, Germany, “Mus.ms. 1200, as part of a collection. RISM ID
454011563, only the part book for tenor 2 exists.

The compositions are dated April 4, 8, 1819, Marianské Lazné (Marienbad), May 8, 9, 16 1824.

In his manuscripts Gerson made use of various shorthand notations like slashed notes representing repeated
notes. Such notation types are also found in music prints from that period like Gerson’s string quartet no.
5 (G.63) published as part books 1826. The full score of this modern edition comes in two versions: a score
keeping as close as possible to the original notation and an alternative, ’contemporized’ score expanding the
shorthand notations. In the contemporized scores the beaming of vocal staffs has been adapted to modern
practices. Separate parts are contemporized as well.

Performance indications added by the editor are enclosed within brackets.

Iris — G.154

The composition is dated April 4, 1819, specifically composed for ‘Zaiser, Duytz, von Hiirt und Buttinger,
Mitglieder der Quintcordium”. “Quintcordium” was a German 5 person ensemble performing pieces for male
voices and instrumental music. The ensemble visited Copenhagen in spring 1819 and maybe performed a
concert in the society, “Selskabet til Musikens Fremme” having Gerson in its direction.’

In his thematic catalog Gerson states the source of the anonymous poem “Iris” as Karl Wilhelm Ramler’s
(1725-1798) collection “Lyrische Blumenlese I. II. TII. IV. und V. Buch”, Leipzig 1774. The text is part of
Christian Felix Weife’s (1726-1804) text book for Johann Adam Hiller’s (1728-1804) singspiel (opera with
spoken dialog) “Die Jagd” (1769).2 The lyrics in Bruz are anonymous.

Bar No. Part Note No.  Comment
9 Basso 2 Brux: 5———
-
13 Part: Stanza 2 and 3 text underlay in T2, B1, B2, by the editor.

Die menschliche Stimme — G.155

The composition is dated April 8, 1819, specifically composed for “Quintcordium”, see above.

! See V. C. Ravn, Musikalske Selskaber i zldre Tid, Copenhagen 1886.
2 See Karl Peiser, Johann Adam Hiller: Ein Beitrag zur Musikgeschichte des 18. Jahrhunderts, Leipzig 1894.
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Das Brummen — WoO 9

The composition is dated Marianské Lézné (Marienbad), May 8, 1824. The song is the first part of a suite for
male quartet, the second part being the male quartet version of “Liebeszauber von Baggesen” (WoO 10). “Das
Brummen” is not listed in the composer’s “Verzeichniss iiber Zwei Hundert meiner Compositionen”. The text is
by the composer.

Bar No. Part Note No.  Comment

49 Basso 2 3 1/2-rest is missing in Part.

87 Basso 2 6 Accidental b is missing in Part.
99 Basso 1 2 Accidental b is missing in Part.
103 Tenor 1 4 Accidental b is missing in Part.
103 Basso 1 2 Accidental b is missing in Part.

Liebeszauber — WoO 10

The composition is dated Marianské Lézné (Marienbad), May 9, 1824. The song is the second part of a suite
for male quartet, the first part being “Das Brummen” (WoO 9). The composition is not listed in the composer’s
“Verzeichniss iiber Zwei Hundert meiner Compositionen”.

The poem “Liebeszauber” by the Danish poet, Jens Baggesen (1764-1826) was published in “Heideblumen.
Vom Verfasser der Parthenais”, Amsterdam, 1808.

Das Lachen — WoO 13

The composition is dated Maridnské Lazné (Marienbad), May 16, 1824. The composition is not listed in the
composer’s “Verzeichniss iiber Zwei Hundert meiner Compositionen”.

The poem “Das Lachen” was written by the German poet Johann Arnold Ebert (1723-1795) and was published
in Akademisches Liederbuch (Leipzip 1795).

Bar No. Part Note No.  Comment
56 Tenor 2 1 Accidental § is missing in Part.
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