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PREFACE

IT i» an extraordinary fuct, that slthough Ireland has fromaremote antiquity, been celehrated for it~
cultivation of Music, and admitted to be one of the parent countries of that delightful art, the present is
the firvt General colledction of its national airs. Most of them are of such ancient origin, that the names

of their authory, and the era in which they were composed, are slike unknown,

The works of some of its Jatest composers, as Conolan and Carolun, huve hefore been selected; hut of
these it remuined to this day to give accurate copies; while the superior productions of their masters,on
whom they had formed their stile, und of whose exvellence they have fullen short, are now only partially
known in the very Country where they once flourished, To rescue them from ghlivion, and to open
anew source of Musical delight, the public are now presented with the first Volume of such n rollec=

=tion, uws has for wlong time been engerly desired,
A brief account of the circumstances which led to this Collection will naturally be expected,

The rapid decrease of the number of itinerant Performers on the Irish Harp, with the consequent de=
~cline of that tender and expressive Instrument, gave the first idea of assembling the remaining Harpers
dispersed over the different Provinces of Irelund. A meeting of them wus aeccordingly procured at a con=
~niderable gx;:cnrc, by the Gentlemen of Belfust on the 12th of July 1792 and liberal Premiums were

dintributed amongst them, accordingto their respective merits ,

The compiler of this Volume was nppointed to attend on that occasion, to take down the various airs
played by the differant Harpers, and was particularly cautioned aguingt adding asingle note to the old
melodies, which would seem from inferences, that will sfterwards be drawn, to have been preserved pure

i handed down unalloyed, through a long succession of ages.

A principal motive 1o convene this assemblage of the remnant of the Irish Bards, was to procure,
while yet attainable, the most approved copies of tunes already inthe hands of practitioners, as well as to
revive and perpetuate a varicty of others extremely ancient of “which there was no copies extant and which

were therefore likely to become extinet.

This end was, in agreat degree, secufed by the meeting alluded to; and it has since been perfected by
the editor of the present work, who mude n tour throughaprineipal portion of the Kingdom for the
purpose of comparing the Music slready procured, with that in the possession of Harpers in other parts

»

and of making such sdditions s would render the work complete,

The work is now before that tribunal, which is the natural Judge of its merits, it may however without presum=
Ztion,be slleged, that while public tuste shull remain sufficiently pure and unadylterated, to be capahle of admir=
Zing strains which lead directly to the heart, the ancient Music of Ireland will be studied with increasingdelipht.
U Fhe performer wil) recolicct that the Music of a Country and its language are snalugous, There are {dioms and

hararteristical delicacies inboth, to enter into the spirit of which some time and practice are requisite: And
this is peculiarly the case with those compositions, which are the productions of a very distant period. We mry
he permitted to mention s few of the reasons which leadus to believe, that some portions of the following Music are ufhig;l
antiouity,  Most of the performers convened at the meeting above mentioned, were men advanced in life, nnd

they all concurced inone oplnion respecting the reputed antiquity of thase nirs whith they called Ancient.,
. Thew



PREFACE

ey smiled onbeing interrogated respecting the era of such sompositions, saying,* They were more
avcont than any to which our popular traditions exteonded,

It would appear that the old Musicians intransmitting this Mosic te us through so many renturies, treated
et the utmost reverence, as they seem never to have ventured to make thestightest innaationin it during,
Lo~rent, This inference we nuturally deduce from our finding that Harpers collected fram parts far distant fron
one another, and taught by ditferent masters, always played the saume tune inthe same k(-y, with the same kind ot
espressionind without asingle variationin any essential passage, or evenn inany note. The heauty and regulari
with which the tunes are coastructed, apperr surprising, This circumstanee seemed the more extruordinary,wl
it was discovered that the most ancient tunes, were in this respect, thie most perfect, admiting of the addition.
a Bass with more tacility than such as were Tess ancient, Henwee we may conelude, that their Authors must
stuve been excellent pertformers, versed in the scivntitic part of their profession, and that they had original
a view 1o the sdldition of Hurmony inthe composition of their pidces. It is remarkable that the performers:
tuned their Instruments on the xame principle, totally ignorant of the principle itself, and without being a
to ussign any reason for their mode of tuning or of their pluaying the Russ.

On an impartial review of all these circumstinces, we are inclined to believe that those specimens whichha
survived and been transmited to us, wre only the wreck of better times, the history of which is either lost, o
incorrectly recognised ina contusecd series of traditions,

Giraldus Cambrensis, who came over 1o Ireland in the reign of Henry the Second, gives us astriking sccoun
of the state in which he found the Music of this Country, This enliphtened Peelute, anative of Britain,and prohat
not entirely frec from the prejudices that were then entertained ngainst the Irish; aman weil acquninted with
tire fine Arts in general, and with Music in particolarn as cultivated at that period by the most refined nation
of Europe; publishedan Itinerary, which contains this remarkable passuge: “The attention of (his people to Musi

“Instruments I find worthy of comendation;in which theirskill is) heyond sil comparison superior to any Natio
“have ever seent for in these the modulation is not slow and solemn,s a% inthe Instruments of Britain,to which we o
accustomed; but the sounds are rapid and precipitute, yet ot the sume time sweet and pleasing, It is wonderful ha
“in such precipitate rapidity of the fingers the Musical propartions are preserved; and by thelrart faultlessthrouy
Zoart, inthe midst of their complicated moduTation and mest intricate arrangment of noteslya rapidity 50 sweel
“urepulurity so irregulara concord so discordant, the melody is rendered hurmanious and pertect pwhether thecho
“of the Divtesseron or Diapente, are struck together, yet ‘fhey atwayys hegin inasoft moed, and end in the same,
7that all may be perfected in the sweetness of delicious seunds. They enter on, and again leave their modulations

swith so rauch subtilty, and the tinglings of the small strings aport with so much freedom under the deep noates

YR

af the Bass, delight with so much delicacy,and sooth so softly thit the excellence of their art seems to lie in concealii
[} S

But such was the celebrity. of Irish Music a century preceding the arrival of Cambrensesthat the
Welch Burds so celebrated for their knowledge in this art, condescended to seek for and receive instructions fram
those of Ireland, of which this passage of Powell, their own historian, in the sixteenth century, is evidence,
“Grutfydh ap Conan® says Powell “brought over with him from Ireland divers cuniting Musicians in toWale:
“wlm(heboldly asserts) devised ina manver all the Instrumental Music, that is now used:as appeareth,as well by
“the Rooks. written of the same, as also by the names of the tunes und measures used amongest them to this dah:“‘\
This assertion of Powell yeceives support from the learned Selden: ”Thuir Musique" (\uyu he speaking of the

Wclhh)“fur the most part came out of Ireland, with Gruffydh ap Conan, Prince of North Wiules, vbout King

“Stephen’s time. Cardoe a Welshman also in the twelfth rentury, withaut any of that illiheral partiality so

common with National writers assures us that the Irish devised nllthe Instruments Tunes and Measurey inu
amang the Welsh,

The Bards,according tothe testemony  of Strabo, Dioderus and Ammianus  Marcellinus,
existed among the ruder branches of the Celtic tribes before the time of Auguntus.

o " W
A Translation from Topog Hib. Digindg, 3,011, “J* s, of llﬂ.l‘nh-lJ|191-]“€1lt.]5H‘1‘ . ;‘_Nutesnn]]hl)‘n
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We tind them under the sine name in Ireland from the earliest period in history down to the year 1738 when
Coralan died — who seems 1o have heen horn to render the termination of his order memorable and hrilliant. [f we
ret]ect upon the disadvantages under which e Inboured:born hlind—with slender oppertunities ()f'il('([\il.l’"i!li_’,'l.tlt‘nk'
theinhabitunt ofa country recently desolated bY a ¢ivil war, the flames of which ho Uscarcely subsided, and add to
"his his own propensity to Ldleness and dissipation, we cannot but be sstonished atthe prodigious powers of his
mind; He has oceasionally tried almost every stile of Music; the elegiac the festive the amorous and sacred;and has

o much excelled in cach, that we scarcely know to which of them his genius was best wlapted. his first composition
Wit AIMoT oS Wi plaillti\ coenlled” B ridget (‘I‘uinv,”m\dl'chh‘vd to a Lady, towhor he was tenderly attached, without.
the hope of success, He s said to have  dedivated Fifteen pieces to her, none of which are contained in this coller—~
tion, Theé first was cither origiually imperfect,or the copy procured of it so corrupt that a Bass could not he ad-.
sopted to its His Tast tune was inscribed to his Physician Dr.Staford, He composed the Faity Queen, Rose THITon,and
others of his serious pivces, carly inlite; hut after having estublished areputation,und addicted himself too much to
fostive comnpany atd the bottle, he dedicated his time to the ompaositions of his Plunxties, which required no Iabour
ur '-i“i‘aidllify. v iy form some idea of the fertility of his genius from this cirtumstance, that one harper who at=
Letuled the Belfast meeting, and who had never seen him or was not taught directly by any persan that had

copyed  fromhim, had acquired upwards of an hundred of his tunes, which he said constituted but a very incon
s~iderable, purt of the real number. As Carolan never taught any itinerant pupils,except his own Son (w!m had no
musical genius) and as we have never heard that any of his pieces were committed to writing until several years
after his death, when young Carolan, under the putronage of Dr. Deluny, edited a smaull Yolume, we need not
wollder if nine tenthys of the whole be irreparably Tost. In Carolund Concerto (™Y 42) _and in his Madam Cole
':N‘.) 16) the practitioner will pvn*vi\‘e evidemt imitations of Correlli,in which the exuberant f':mry of that admir.
el composer s happily copied. Inthe ancient aiv, Gradh pan fios, or Love in Scrn-f,(N o 1&) he will e charmed
with one of the most plcnhing strains that any country has produceds itis wccordingly so old that no truce could be
discovered of the century in which it was produred, The woards of Coolin were extant inthe reign of Henry the VIIL
avery modern period when compared with that {10 whichothe Iglil' was composed, Scartaint na Gompanach, orthe,
P"‘r““{-'{ of Friends, (NE’25) is consideredas very uncient, Ttis often played hy Harpers whin the audicnce are aboutto
depart, and it isa popular epinien that it way comipased while the Irish groaned under the oppression of the I

Elllt!.‘i,

nd were forced to conceal themselves in cuverns and sequestered pluces, The tune calle d, Thugamar fein a Sambra =

:]in.(‘.\'." 51) is probubly extremely ancient. It was sung by the band of YVirgins that went oud of Dublintowelcome ~

the Duke of Ormond when he Tunded in Trcdand, The andient atr, Taan sumradh teecht: or the Sumnieris coming,

{N‘_'-y) is used upan the opening of Surmumer in different parts of the kingdom. Strange as this may appear,thiy .
provestobe the ‘.-'dn’\cS()n‘r"','l)n“l asto Voetry and Musi , whirh D, ”nrm-y has puplished & written sovoluminous n
&

borrowed by the ancient Irish, from a country that bas no nutional Music of its own (1he Weldh rxt'cpfrd) is suffiz

critigque upon, as the first piece of Music ever set 1o score in great Beitian. The extrene improbability of itehein

Seently evident, The devoted attuchment to their ouwn Music,and the praises itreceived from siher (:u‘uutrits;

their ignorance of the Knglish Linguape and their rooted aversion ta their invaders, were effectual bars {g wny such

plagiarism or adoption, Theair of , Ad ceoigreanc ma bin tu, or If toa Foreipn ¢lime you g‘n,f/w.". 1.) procuredin

one person who was of great
ape, andalthough numbers were present, fow knew iteven by name,butallappeared greatly deliphted with the compesition,

1h_c county of Muyo we have reason to helieve the ollest extant, It was sung by only

To enumerate all thase airs, that address themselves to the heart, and harmonize with the finest feelings of ovr midure

would extend the bounds of this Preface to san unwarrmntable Tength, It isto he remarked however, that weveral of the airy

inthe following Collection were not taken from Ivish Hurpers, hut from Songsterssand therefore as they now stand,ure

We rannot conclude without seriouslyurging pentlemen in the southern
larcts of Trelund,to follow the example of the Belfust Society, by promoting sjmil

not alwaws adupted 4o 4hat Tnstrument,

ar meetings of the Harpers in their
respective Provinces . The veneration in which e Music of 1 reland, with every vestige of Trish sntiquity,busheen

held by our ancestors, and the respect it has received forso many centuries from foreign nations,seem well calewr=

Qated to excite corresponding feelings in their descendants, Shall we suffer them to perish in our hands at the close

¥ perhops the Tast century in whichasingle new ray of light can he siruck out amidst the ploom, with which time en=
-velops the earliest and ofton the most interesting of its works; In paying them all due attention, we do not merely
Ertify the natural l}w-lin;_-.‘ of nutional pride;we are dracing the propress of the human miad, aned endenvouring to

~estore o page in the history of man, FINIS '
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