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No. 1. (a)

(¢)

(d)

PART ONE

THE PROPHETS AND THE PROPHECIES

“Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the Lord hath
spoken, I have nourished and brought up children, and they
have rebelled against me.

The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his mastet's crib:
but Israel doth not know, my people doth not consider.

They have provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger,
they are gone away backward.

And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard,
as a lodge in a garden of cucumbers, as a besieged city.”

(Isa. I:2, 3, 4, 8.)

“Now will I sing to my well-beloved a song of my beloved
touching his vineyard. My well-beloved hath a vineyard in
a very fruitful hill:

And he fenced it, and gathered the stones thereof, and
planted the choicest vine: he looked that it should bring
forth grapes, and it brought forth wild grapes.

What could have been done more to my vineyard.”
(Isa. V: 1,2, 4.)

“Wash ye, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings
from before mine eyes; cease to do evil;

Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed,
judge the fatherless, plead for the widow.

Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord:
Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow:
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the
land:

Behold upon the mountains the feet of him that bringeth
good tidings, that publisheth peace! O Judah, keep thy
solemn feasts, perform thy vows: for the wicked shall no
more pass through thee; he is utterly cut off.”

(Isa. I: 16, 17, 18, 19; Nahum I: 15.)
*I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries

whither 1 have driven them, and will bring them again to
their folds;

I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them:;
and they shall fear no more, neither be dismayed; neither
shall they be lacking, saith the Lord.”

(Jer. XXTII: 3, 4.)



No. 2.

No. 3.

(aj

(b)

(c)

(a)
(b)

(e

@)

(e)

“Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of
Jerusalem: for the Lord hath comforted his people, he hath
redeemed Jerusalem.

The Lord hath made bare his holy arm in the eyes of all
nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation

of our God.”
(Isa. LII: 9, 10.)

**And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and
faithfulness the girdle of his reins.

The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard
shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion
and the fatling together: and a little child shall lead them."*

(Isa. XI: 8, 6.)

*For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall
be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever~-
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit
of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of knowledge and
of the fear of the Lord;™

(Isa. IX: 6—XI: 2.)

CONTEMPLATION—(Instrumental).

“‘He shall feed his flock like a shepherd; he shall gather
the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and
shall gently lead those that are with young."

(Isa. XL: 11.)

*Ye shall have a song, as in the night, when a holy solem-
nity is kept: and gladness of heart, as when one goeth with a
pipe to come into the mountain of the Lord, to the mighty

One of Israel.”
(Isa. XXX: 29.)

**And thou, Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the
least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come
a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a
decrge from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be
taxed.

And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.

And Joseph went up from Galilee, out of the city of Naza-
reth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem,

h'li(é be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with
child.

And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were
accomplished that she should be delivered.

And she brought forth her first-born son, wrapped him in
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there
was no room for them in the inn.”

(St. Matthew II: 6; St. Luke II: 1-7.)

**0 little town of Bethlehem,
How still we see thee lie.”



No. 2. (a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

~ PART TWO
THE SHEPHERDS AND THE ANGELS
THE FULFILLMENT

“*Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!”
(St. Matthew XXI:9.)

*The Wise-Men came from the East that day,
They came to the place where Jesus lay:

Alleluia!

“‘Bearing gifts, kneeling low,
While the star hung all aglow:
Alleluia!
*Like them we follow the self-same way, -
To bring our gifts this holy day:
Alleluia!

‘“‘Bearing gifts, kneeling low,
Led by the star of long ago:

Alleluia!™

**There were shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night.

And the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory
of thde Lord shone round about them:; and they were sore
afraid.”

(St. Luke, II: 8, 9.)

‘*And the angel said unto them, Fear not; for, I bring you
good tidings of great joy.

For unto you is born this day, in the city of David, a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord.

Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying
in a manger.

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God, and saying,

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will
toward men.”

(St. Luke II: 1¢-14.)

**And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from
them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us
go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to
pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.

And they came with haste, and found Mary and Joseph,
and the babe lying in a manger.

And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the
saying which was told them concerning this child.

And all they that heard it wondered at those things which
were told them by the shepherds.

But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her
heart.”

(St. Luke II: 15-19)



No. 3.

No. 4.

No. 9.

““And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all the things they had heard and seen.

I will praise thee, O Lord, with my whole heart;

I will be glad and rejoice in thee: I will sing praise to thy
name, O thou Most High.

Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy paths
drop fatness.

The pastures are clothed with flocks; the valleys also are
covered over with corn; they shout for joy, they also sing."

(St. Luke IT: 20; Ps. IX: 1, 2; LXV: 11, 13.)
THE FOLLOWERS OF THE STAR

*The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad: and
the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.

And a highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be
called The way of holiness;

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to
Zion with songs of everlasting joy.”

(Isa. XXXV: 1, 8, 10.)

“Unto us a child is born:
Unto us a son is given.”

Amen! Alleluia!



THE COMPOSER’S FOREWORD TO THE INTERPRETERS

PART I—A prologue—outlining the recognition by God, the Father,
of the necessity to substitute the humanity of his son for the more
drastic appeal of the prophets if he would bring his children back
to him; then the consequent prophecies and promises concerning
his coming.

PART II—The fulfillment of the prophecies; the relation of all these
things to us, and the final Amen! Alleluia! which we, as humble
follawers of the star, are privileged to add to the story of long ago.

This is not an **Oratorio’” nor a **Cantata’—it is no thing so formal:
the composer would call it a Choral Narrative of the longings of the
Father-heart.

The intensely dramatic story undetlying the text must control
the musical interpretation, suggest the pauses and, in the end, produce
the moods which "*bring us into the picture’ looking down upon that
*“little town' toward which prophecy so long pointed; wondering or
rejoicing with the shepherds and, finally, adding our own ‘‘Amen!
Alleluial™

Therefore every member of the chorus, as well as the solo singer,
must ‘‘tell the story.”” To be a good story-teller means, primarily,
that one must REPRESS emphasis and be simple, when dealing with
details, in order that the big climactic periods may be forceful of them-
selves, rather than made so by OVER-emphasis.

Musical expedients are always and only attempted in order to gain
what the composer believes they may contribute to the effective telling
of the story—but never for their own exploitation. His one idea is to
leave, in the hearts of those who listen, a conviction that the simplicity,
beauty and compelling love of the story ‘‘Concerning the Birth of the
Good Shepherd™ is still warm and human after more than twenty
centutries,

The “‘parts™ are divided into ‘‘numbers’’ (these latter often con-
taining sub-divisions) defining the progress and the moods of the story.
After each ‘‘number,”” therefore, a short silence should ensue: but
nothing extraneous to the development of the story should be presented
during these pauses. No story with a serious purpose should be so
interrupted, and certainly not this story.
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(Isa.1:16,17,18,19)
CHORUS (¢ cappella if desired)
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“The Desert shall Blossom as the Rose?”
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