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PREFACE.

Asour fifteen years ago I was applied to by a Clergyman at Cadiz, and requested to write

instrumental music to the Seven Words of Jesus on the Cross.

It was then customary every year, during Lent, to perform an Oralorio in the
Cathedral at Cadiz, the effect of which the following arrangements contributed to
heighten. The walls, windows, and columns of the Church were hung with black cloth,
and only one large lamp, hanging in the centre, lighted the solemn wud ehigious giow:.
At noon all the doors were closed, and the music began. After a prelude, suited to the
occasion, the Bishop ascended the Pulpit, and pronounced one of the Sev=r Words, which
was succeeded by reflections uponit. Assoon as these were ended, he descended from the
Pulpit and knelt before the Altar. The pause was filled by music. The Bishop asuendnd
and descended again a second, a third time, and so on; and each time the Orchestra

filled up the intervals in the discourse.

My Composition must be judged on a consideration of these circumstances. The
task of writing seven Adagios, each of which was to last about ten minutes, to preserve
a connection between them without wearying the hearers, was none of the lightest; and

1 soon found that I could not confine myself within the limits of the time prescribed.

The music was originally without text, and was printed in that formn. It was only

at a later period that I was induced to add the text.

The Oratorio entitled “The Seven Words of Our Raodeemer on the Cross,” es a
complete and, as regards the vocal parts, an entirely new work, was first published by

Messrs. Brerrkorr & HirrEr, of Leipsic.

The partiality with which this work has been received by scientific Musicians leads

me to hope that it will not be without effect on the public at large.

JOSEPH HAYDN.
Vienna, March, 1801.



ANHEEA
L
1 3
1 t 5 S5 No) i.g
PATIENCE.
¢ Father, forgive them ; for they know not what they do.” Luke xxii. sa.
Lamb of God !
Surely Thou hast borne our sorrows : IsalAH LIl 4, 6.
With Thy stripes we are healed.
Lamb of God!
Thou blessest them that persecute Thee, ROMANS Xil. 14.
And prayest for them who despitefully use Thee. MATT. V. 44.
Vengeance is mine, saith the Lord, ROMANS XI1. 19.
I will repay.
A lamb before her shearers is dumb, IsalAH LuL 7, 8, 9.

So Thou openest not Thy mouth.
Thou art cut off from the land of the living ;
For our transgressions art Thou smitten.
Thou art oppressed ; Thou art afflicted :
But Thou didst no violence, nor was deceit in Thy mouth.
Thou didst no evil. 1 PeTer 11, 22, 23.
Thou, when reviled, reviledst not again ;
Thou, suffering, threatenedst not.
Thou bearest our sins in Thy body on the tree.
Thou art not overcome of evil ; but Thou overcomest evil with
Ood Romans xii. 21.
Reviled, Thou blessest, 1 Cor.1v. 12, 18,
Defamed entreatest,
O Lamb of God !

II.

THE PENITENT FORGIVEN.

““ Verily I say unto thee, this day shalt thou bé with Me in Paradise.”  Luke xxi. 4a.

Lord, have mercy on me after Thy great goodness; PsaLM Lu.
I acknowledge my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.
Cast me not away from Thy presence,
And take not Thy Holy Spirit from me.
Wash me throughly from my wickedness,
And cleanse me from my sin.
Hide Thy face from my sins.
Against Thee only have I sinned,
And done this evil in Thy sight.
My sin is ever before me;
I acknowledge my transgression.
Thou shalt purge me, and I shall be clean.
Thou shalt wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.
Thou shalt make me hear of joy and gladness,
That the bones which Thou hast broken may rejoice.



III.
THE MOURNERS.

¢« Woman, behold thy son. Son, behold thy mother.” JOHN XIX. 26, 27.

There followed Him a great company of people, and of women  Luke xxiu. 27, 2s.
which also bewailed and lamented Him. But Jesus said:

“ Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for Me,
 But weep for yourselves and for your children.”
Turn ye unto Me, saith the Lord, with all your hearts, JOEL 11, 12, 13.
And with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning,
And rend your heart, and not your garments,
And turn unto the Lord your God ;
For He is gracious and merciful ;
Slow to anger and of great kindness ;
And repenteth Him of the evil.

Iv.
DESOLATION.
“Eli, Eli, lama sabacthani 2" MATT. xxvil. 46.
0 my God, look upon me, PSALM XXit. 1.

Why hast Thou forsaken me ?
Why art Thou so far from my health,
And from the words of my complaint ?
Go not from me. VERSE 11,
All they that see me laugh me to scorn. VERSE 7
Hide not Thou Thy face from me.
Thou hast been my succour.
Leave me not.
Forsake me not.
Turn Thee unto me ; for I am desolate and in misery.
My hope hath been in Thee, O Lord :
Lord, in Thee have I trusted ;
I have said, Thou art my God.

V.
THE BITTER CUP.

That the Scripture might be fulfilled, Jesus saith,

«“ T thirst.,” JOHN XIX. 28.

He treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of
Almighty God. REV. XIX. 16.

Thy rebuke hath broken His heart. PSALM Lxix. 21, 22.

He is full of heaviness.
He looked for some to have pity on Him, but there was no man,

Neither found He any to comfort Him.
They gave Him gall to eat.
And when He was thirsty they gave Him vinegar to drink.



VI
COMPLETE OBEDIENCE.
“ It is finished.”

He came down from Heaven,
Not to do His own will,
But the will of Him that sent Him.
“ Sacrifice and offering Thou wouldest not,
But a body hast Thou prepared Me;
In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin
Thou hast had no pleasure.
Then said I, Lo, I come
To do Thy will, O God.
In the volume of the book it is written of Me,
That I should fulfil Thy will, O God.
I am content to do it;
Yea, Thy law is within My heart.

Holy Father, righteous Father, I have finished the work

Which Thou gavest Me to do;
And now I come to Thee.”

VII.
THE GREAT OBLATION.

¢ Father, into Thy hands I commend my spirit.”

Into Thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.

Hereby perceive we the love of God,

That He laid down His life for us.
He tasted death for every man.

He poured out His soul unto death.

He made intercession for the transgressors.

He died for us, »
That, whether we wake or sleep,
We should live together with Him.
Thou hast redeemed us,
O Lord, Thou God of Truth.

THE EARTHQUAKE.

The veil of the temple was rent in twain.
The sun was darkened.

The earth did quake ; the rocks were rent ;
The graves opened.

And many bodies of the saints which slept arose;

For truly this was the Son of God,
‘Whose voice then shook the earth ;
And yet once more He will shake
Not only the earth, but also Heaven.

JOHN XIX. 30,

JOHN Vi, 38.

Psatm xL. 7,}
Hes. x. 7.

JOHN XVIl. 4, 13,

LUKE xxi1. 48

PsALM xxx1. .
1 JOHN 1. 18.

Heg. 1. 9.
IsalaH Lin 12,

1 THESS. v. 10.

PsALM xxxi. 5

MATT. xxvn. 51.
LUKE XXIII. 45.

MATT. xxvi1. 52.

MATT, XXViL. 54,
Hes. x11. 26.
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No. 5.

John xix, 28
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