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NOTE

In this work, the composer has endeavored to express himself clearly as to the rate of movement, and
also the mood or style of the various sections. It is suggested that the whole work should be sung with great
elasticity of style and tempo, to suit the ever-varying color and sentiment of the text; exercising artistic dis-
cretion and avoiding any undue exaggeration.

ltis important that the long humming refrain on page 29 should be sung without an apparent break.
If various sections of the singers take breath at different places, this is easily accomplished and is very desirable.

In section 6, a happy balance should be maintained between quartette and chorus in the responsive sections.




OMAR KHAYYAM

PART |

Wake! For the Sun behind yon ecastern height

Has chased the session of the Stars from Night,
And to the fields of heav'n ascending, strikes

The Sultan’s Turret with a Shaft of Light.

Before the phantom of False morning died,

Methought a Voice within the Tavern cried.
“When all the Temple is prepared within,

Why nods the drowsy Worshipper outside?”

And, as the Cock crew, those who stood before

The Tavern shouted — “Open then the Door!
You know how little while we have to stay,

And, once departed, may return no more.”

Come, fill the Cup, and in the fire of Spring

Your Winter-garmert of Repentance fling:
The Bird of Time has but a little way

To flutter — and the Rird is on the Wing,

Whether at Naishapur or Babylon.
Whether the cup with sweet or bitter run,

The Wine of Life keeps oozing drop by drop,
The Leaves of Life keep falling one by one.

Fach Morn a thousand Roses brings, von say:
Yes, but where leaves the Rose of Yesterday?

And this first Summer month that brings the Rose
Shall take Jamshyd and Kaikobad away.

Well, let it take them! What have we to do
With Kaikobad the Great, or Kaikhosru?

Let Zal and Rustum bluster as they will,
Or Hatim call to Supper — heed not you.

Come, fill the Cup, and in the fire of Spring
Your Winter-garment of Repentance fling:

The Bird of Time has but a little way
To flutter — and the Bird is on the Wing.

PART i

With me along the strip of Herbage strown

That just divides the desert from the sown,
\Where name of Slave and Sultan is iorgot —

And Peace of Mahmud on his golden Throne!

A Book of Verses vnderneath the Bough,

A Jug of Wine, a Loaf of Bread — and Thou
Beside me singing in the Wilderuess - -

Oh, Wilderness were Paradise enow!




OMAR KHAYYAM

PART Il —- Continued

Some for the Glories of This World: and some
Sieh for the prophet’s Paradise 1o come:

Ah, take the Cash, and let the Credit co.
Nor heed the rumble of a distance Drum!

l.ook to the blowing Rose about us — “lo,

Laughing,” she says, “into the world T hlow,
At ence the silken tassel of 1y DPurse

Tear, and its Treasure en the Garden throw.”

The Worldly lope men set their Hearts upon
Turns Ashes—or it prospers: and anon,

Like Snow upon the Desert’s dusty IFace,
Lighting a little honr or two—1is cone,

Think, in this batter’d Caravanserai

Whose Portals are alternate Night and Day.
How Sultan after Sultan with his Pomp

Abode his destined Iour, and went his way.

PART Il

They say the Li.n and the Lizard keep

The Courts where Jumshyd gloried and drank deep:
And Bahram, that great IHunter — the Wild \ss

Stamps o’er his Head, but cannot hreak his Sleep.

And not a drop that from our Cups we throw
IFor Iarth to drink of, hut may steal helow

To quench the fire of Anguish in some Ioye
There hidden — far beneath, and long ago.

I sometimes think that tever blows so red

The Rose as where some buried Caesar bled ;
That every Ilyacinth the Garden wears

Dropt in her Lap from some once lovely Tlead,

And this reviving Ferh whose tender Green
Iledges the River-Lip on which we lean —

Al lean upon it lightly! for who knows
I'rom what cnce Tovely Lip it springs munscen!

Al my Beloved, Gl the Cup that clears

TO-DAY of past Regrets and Puture ears:
To-morrow! — Why, To-morrow | may be

Myself with Yesterday's Sev'n thousand Years,

IF'or some we loved, the loveliest and the hest © .
That from his Vintage rolling Time hath prest,

Tave drunk their cup a Round or two bhefore,
And one Ly one crept silently to rest.
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PART Ill — Continued

And we, that now make merry in the Room

They left, and Summer dresses in new bloom,
Ourselves must we beneath the Couch of Larth

Descend - ourselves to make a couch — for whom?

Ah, make the most of what we yet may spend,
RBefore we too into the Dust descend;
Dost into Dust and under Dust to lie,
Sans Wine, sans Song, sans Singer, and — sans Ind!

* * s B £ kg

PART IV

Alike for those who for TO-DAY prepare,

And those that after some TO-MORROW stare,
A Muezzin from the Tower of Darkness cries,

“TFools! your Reward is neither Here nor There.”

\Why, all the Saints and Sages who discuss'd
Of the two Worlds so wisely — they are thrust

Like foolish Prophets forth: their Words to Scorn
Arve scatter’d, and their Mouths are stopt with Dust.

Myself when young did cagerly frequent
Doctor and Saint, and heard great argument
About 1t and about: but evermore
Came out by the same door wherein I went.

With them the seed of Wisdom did 1 sow,

And with mine own hand wrought to make it grow;
And this was all the Harvest that I reap'd —

“I came like Water, and like Wind 1 go.”

Into this Universe, and 1Ay not knowing

Nor I henee, like Water willy-nilly flowing;
And out of it, as Wind along the Waste,

1 know not ['hither, willy-nilly blowing,

\What, without asking, hither hurried [} fience?

And, without asking, I"hither hurried hence!
Oh, many a Cup of this forbidden Wine

Aust drown the memory of that insolence!

Up from Earth’'s Centre through the Seventh Gate
| rose, and on the Throne of Saturn sate,

And many a Kncet unravel’d by the Roud;
But not the Master-knot of uman Iate.

There was the Door to which T found no Key:
There was the Vel through which Tomight not see:
Some little talk awhile of MIL and THEL
There was — and then no more of THELR and MI<.

Farth could not answer; nor the Seas that mourn
In flowing Purple. of their Lord forlorn;

Nor rolling Heaven, with all his Signs reveal’d
And hidden by the sleeve of Night ail Morn,
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PART IV — Continued

Then of the THEE IN ME who works behind
The Veil, 1 lifted up my hands to hind
A lamp amid the Darkness: and 1 heard,
As from without — “THE ME WITHIN TIHES BLINDY

Then to the Lip of this poor carthen Urn
I' lean’d, the Secret of my Life to learn:

And Lip to Lip it murmur’d “While you live,
Drink! — for, once dead, you never shall return.”

PART V

1 sent my Soul through the Invisible,
Some letter of that After-life to spell:

And by and by my Soul return’'d to me,
And answered, “I myself am Heav'n and Hell.”

Heav'n but the Vision of fulfill'd Desire,
And Hell the Shadow of a Soul on fire

Cast on the Darkness: into which Qurselves,
So late emerg’d from, shall so soon expire.

We are no other than a moving row

Of Magic Shadow-shapes that come and go
Round with the Sun-illumin’d Lautern hell

In Midnight by the Master of the Show;

Jut helpless Pieces of the Game He plays
Lpon this Chequer-board of Nights and Days:
Hither and thither moves, and checks, and slays,
And one by one back in the Closet lays.

The Ball no question makes of Aves and Noes,
But Tlere or There as strikes the Pldyer goes

And He that Toss'd you down into the Fiel(l,
Ie knows about it all — HE knows — IS knows!

The Moving Finger writes; and, havirg writ,
Moves on: nor all your Piety nor Wit

Shall lure it back to cancel lalf a Line,
Nor all your Tears wash out a Word of it.

And that inverted Bowl they call the Sky,
Whereunder crawling coop'd we live and die,

Lift not your hands to /¢ {fer help — for it
As impotently moves as you or I

Perplext no more with Human or Divine,

To-morrow’s tangle to the winds resieu,
And lose vour [ingers in the tresses of

The Cypress-slender Minister of Wine,

And if the Wine you drink, the Lip you press,
End in what All Bevins and erds in — Yes:

Think then vou are TO-DAY what YESTERDAY
You were — TO-MORROW you shall not be less.
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PART V -- Continticd

So owhen that Angel of the darker Drink
At last shall 6ind you by the river-brink,

And, offering his Cup, invite your Sonl
Forth to yvour lips to quatf — you shall not shrink.

Why, if the Soul can fling the Dust aside,
And naked en the Air of Heaven ride,”

Wer” 't not a Shame— wer’ 't not a Shame for him
In this clay carcase crippled to abide?

“Tis but a Tent where takes his one day's rest
A Sultan to the realm of Death addrest:

The Sultan rises, and the dark Jerrash
Strikes, and prepares it for another Guest.

And fear rot lest Existence closing your

Account and mine, should know the like no more:
The Fternal Saki from that Bowl has pour’d

AMillions of Bubbles like us, and will pour.

When You and T behind the Veil arce past

Oh, but the long. long while the World shall last,
Which of our Coming and Departure heeds

As the Sea’s self should heed a pehble-cast.

PART VI

% s * ]

Yon rising Moon that looks for us again —
How oft hereafter will she wax and wane:
How oft hereafter rising look for us
Through this same Garden -— and for one in vain!

And when like her, oh Saki, vou shall pass

Among the Guests Star-scatter’d on the Grass,
And in your jovous errand reach the spot

Where T made One — turn down an empty Glass'

Yet Al that Spring should vanish with the Rose!
That Youth’s sweet-scented manuscript should closc!
The Nightingale that in the branches sang,

Ah whence, and whither flown again, who knows'

Would but the Desert of the Fountain yield
One glimpse — if dimly, vet indeed, reveal'd,

To which the fainting Traveller might spring,
As springs the trampled herbage of the feld!

Would but some winged Angel ere too late
Arrest the yvet unfolded Roll of Iate,
And make the stern Recorder otherwise
Enregister, or quite obliterate!
Ah Love, could you and 1 with [Him conspire
To grasp this sorry Scheme of Things entire,
Would we not shatter it to hits — and then
Re-mould it nearer to the Heart's Desire!

B & s % * ES s
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Wake! for the Sun behind yon Eastern height
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CHORUS
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